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Program

 5:30 p.m. Cocktail Reception
 6:30 p.m. Dinner
 7:30 p.m. Presentation of Awards
 
Applied Engineering Sciences Distinguished Leadership Award
Les L. Leone

Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
R. Paul Singh

Red Cedar Circle Award in Chemical Engineering and Materials Science
Alton “Rick” Berquist

Civil and Environmental Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
James K. Wight

Computer Science and Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Martha L. Gray

John D. Ryder Electrical and Computer Engineering Alumni Award
Seyed Hossein Mousavinezhad

Mechanical Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
David L. Joyce

Green Apple Teaching Award
John West

Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumnus Award
Richard V. Pisarczyk

MENU

Hors d’oeuvres — spinach and mushroom crostini; plum tomato, mozzarella, and 
basil bruschetta; sun-dried tomato and caper bruschetta; roasted asparagus 

wrapped in prosciutto; smoked salmon crepe canapés

Salad — mixed greens with cherry tomato, cucumber, croutons,
 and house or ranch dressing

Main course — pan-roasted salmon with cilantro pesto 
served over white and wild rice pilaf

Dessert — carrot cake



served as assistant dean for undergraduate studies from 
2006 until his retirement in 2008. 
 Les was recognized by the American Society for 
Engineering Education with two of their highest awards 
for contributions to engineering cooperative educa-
tion—the Alvah K. Borman Award and the Clement J. 
Freund Award. He also received the Michigan Council 
for Cooperative Education’s Don Hunt Service Award for 
outstanding leadership in Michigan cooperative educa-
tion, as well as an MSU Distinguished Academic Staff 
Award. 
 Co-workers viewed him as an excellent leader whose 
work ethic could not be matched. They say, “With Les, 
the students always came first.” Tom Wolff, associate 
dean for undergraduate studies, says, “For 37 years, the 
college had the good fortune of being able to count on 
Les’s generosity and willingness to go the extra mile to 
do the right thing. We truly miss him and his cheerful, 
‘can-do’ spirit. Les’s resume paints the portrait of a man 
who has dedicated his entire professional life to the Col-
lege of Engineering and its students. The impact of his 
devotion will be a guiding force well into the future.”
 Les and his wife, Mary, now live most of the year 
in Traverse City, just a few miles from the Interlochen 
Center for the Arts, which enables them to maintain the 
connection to cultural activities that they became ac-
customed to in the East Lansing area. This is important 
to Les, as he grew up surrounded by the cultural arts; his 
father founded and headed the world-renowned theater 
department at Wayne State University and his mother 
was an early Disney animator who was primarily respon-
sible for developing and drawing the Pluto character.

aPPlied engineering 
ScienceS diStinguiShed  

leaderShiP award

Les L. Leone held almost 
every student service 
position in the College of 
Engineering over a 37-year 
span, bringing innovation 
and excellence to each. 
Les assisted more than 
10,000 Spartan Engineers 
in the pursuit of their 
degrees and careers, men-
tored many staff members, 
and became known as a 
“walking encyclopedia of 
engineering academic his-
tory and university  
policies.”
 He joined the college 
in 1971 as an academic 
adviser. Over the years, his 
responsibilities included 
monitoring an academic 
advising program of nine 

professional advisers, serving on the undergraduate stud-
ies advisory/curriculum committee, helping to develop 
the college’s study abroad initiative, and assisting in 
developing a residential/cornerstone program for the 
college. As director of cooperative engineering educa-
tion for 20 years, Les coordinated the needs and interests 
of 400 co-op students in nine engineering majors with 
more than 200 employers annually. He also developed 
and taught an introductory course for pre-engineering 
students and co-authored the best-selling freshman text-
book, Engineering Your Future, now in its seventh edition. 
When Les became the director of Applied Engineering 
Sciences in 2001, he breathed new life into the program, 
creating an alumni advisory board, successfully initiat-
ing a program endowment fund, and working toward a 
possible first-time ABET accreditation visit in 2010. He 

Recipients of this award, established in 2004, must have a distinguished career, evidenced by significant 
accomplishments; possess high standards of integrity that positively reflect on the college and the university; be 
recognized for leadership in the community; and demonstrate support of the applied engineering sciences program 
(formerly engineering arts), the College of Engineering, and/or MSU. The winner is selected by the applied 
engineering sciences alumni advisory board.
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2004  Philip L. Fioravante (BS ’84) 2007 Steven J. Trecha (BS ’80)
2005  Jane E. Sydlowski (BS ’86) 2008 Monte L. Falcoff (BS ’86)
2006  Daniel Brouse (BS ’84)

Les L. Leone, BA ‘68, Political 
Science, Public Administration; 
MA ‘70, College Student 
Personnel Administration; 
PhD ‘74, Higher Education 
Administration

Past Recipients



Co. Ltd (Japan), and Alfa 
Laval (Sweden).
 He has authored or co-
authored 3 U.S. patents, 
15 books, and more than 
230 refereed papers. 
He was co-editor of the 
Journal of Food Process 
Engineering from 1983 to 
2005, and currently serves 
as editor in chief of the 
Journal of Food Engineering. 
 Professor Singh is a 
fellow of the Institute of 
Food Technologists, the 
American Society of Ag-
ricultural and Biological 
Engineers, and the Interna-
tional Academy of Food Science and Technology. He 
received the Samuel Cate Prescott Award for Research in 
1982 and the IFT International Award in 1988 from the 
Institute of Food Technologists, and was named Distin-
guished Food Engineer in 1997 by the Dairy and Food 
Industry Suppliers Association. He received the Kishida 
International Award in 2007 and the A.W. Farrall Young 
Educator Award in 1986 from the American Society of 
Agricultural and Biological Engineers. 
 Paul and his wife, Anila, live in Davis, Calif. Their 
son, Raj, daughter-in-law, Shealan, and grandson, Devin, 
live in Palo Alto, Calif. Raj is an attorney with Skaden 
and Arps law firm and Shealan teaches first grade. Paul 
enjoys hiking, photography, and painting.

BioSyStemS and 
agricultural engineering 

diStinguiShed alumni award

R. Paul Singh, a newly elected member to the National 
Academy of Engineering, is a Distinguished Professor of 
Food Engineering in the Department of Biological and 
Agricultural Engineering and the Department of Food 
Science and Technology at the University of California, 
Davis. He has a distinguished portfolio of research dis-
coveries in areas such as energy conservation, post-har-
vest technology, freezing preservation, and mass transfer 
in food processing. His work has been supported by the 
food industry as well as the National Science Foundation, 
the U.S. Department of Energy, the U.S. Department of 
Defense, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, and NASA.
 He earned his degrees in agricultural engineering 
from Punjab Agricultural University, India (BS ’70), the 
University of Wisconsin (MS ’72), and MSU (PhD ’74). 
From 1974-1975, he was assistant professor with joint 
appointments in MSU’s Department of Agricultural 
Engineering and the Department of Food Science and 
Human Nutrition, where he conducted research in 
computer simulation of food quality during storage, 
vitamin stability in dry and low-moisture foods, and 
potato storage. He then joined the faculty of the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Engineering and the Department 
of Food Science and Technology at the University of 
California, Davis. He also served as assistant vice provost 
for academic planning and personnel at UC Davis from 
1995-1997. 
 Between 1975 and 2008, Paul organized and present-
ed numerous short courses for the food industry in the 
United States and abroad. His expertise has been sought 
by numerous international, federal, and state agencies, 
and he has served as a consultant on food engineering–
related activities with Procter and Gamble, Quaker Oats, 
The Kellogg Company, The Pillsbury Company, General 
Mills, Kraft General Foods, Cryovac, Ore-Ida Foods, 
Shaklee Corporation, Nestlé, I-Point Biotechnologies AB 
(Sweden), Frioalimentaria (Spain), Muro Kinzoku Kogyo 

R. Paul Singh, PhD’74, 
Agricultural Engineering

Established in 2004, this award is given to an alumnus who has distinguished himself/herself as a leader  
in the biological/agricultural engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, and  
personal accomplishments. Alumni who have graduated at least ten years ago with an undergraduate and/or 
graduate degree are considered.
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2004  Bill A. Stout (MS ’55, PhD ’59 ) 2007 George H. Wedgworth (BS ’50)
2005  Benson J. Lamp (PhD ’60) 2008 Gary W. Schluckbier (BS ’72)
2006  Robert J. Gustafson, PE (PhD ’74)

Past Recipients



red cedar circle award in 
chemical engineering and 

materialS Science

Initiated in 2000, this award recognizes MSU chemical engineering and materials science alumni for their  
distinguished service to the profession and outstanding commitment to the community. The Red Cedar River, 
which passes through the center of the MSU campus, is a favorite gathering place. This award is named in rec-
ognition of the importance of this landmark to MSU alumni. 

Alton “Rick” Berquist was 
raised in Carney, Michigan, 
a small town of 250 people 
in the Upper Peninsula. He 
hails from a family with an 
entrepreneurial spirit; and 
when his parents started 
a propane distribution 
company, they made sure 
that the entire family was 
involved. They were all MSU 
fans as well. Consequently, 
Rick and his brother, Barry, 
made decisions to attend 
Michigan State University. 
After completing his under-
graduate degree at MSU, 
Rick obtained his MS (’63) 
at the Colorado School of 

Mines and then did PhD studies at Georgia Institute of 
Technology. 
 Following graduation, he began his career at Sinclair 
Research, Inc. as a group leader in chemical engineer-
ing computer systems and programs. He then moved on 
to The Ansul Co., where he was manager of operations 
research. Rick spent the majority of his career as the 
co-founder, CEO, and chairman of Marmen Computing, 
Inc. in Menominee, Mich. Here he developed and ran the 
Michigan Product Information Exchange (MiPIE) and 
the Nationwide Database for SBA (PASS). He was also the 
founder, CEO, and chairman of Silvan Industries, Inc., a 
pressure vessel manufacturer in Marinette, Wisc., which 
he brought out of bankruptcy. He started the company 
with 2 employees; within two weeks, he had 14 people on 
the payroll. Building a great team led to the success of the 
company. He says the biggest asset was his management 

Alton “Rick” Berquist, 
BS ’61, Chemical Engineering

team’s strength in accounting and finance. When he sold 
the world-class company in 2005, it was serving the entire 
United States as well as Japan and Europe. It had 330 em-
ployees and $33 million in revenues. His nephew, Barry, 
also an MSU graduate, was in upper management with the 
firm at that time; he now heads the company, which has 
about 600 employees and earns approximately $100 mil-
lion in revenue.             
 Rick has also been involved in numerous political and 
philanthropic activities. He was nominated by former 
Governor John Engler to be on the Board of Control at 
Michigan Technological University and served in that 
capacity for more than 10 years. He was also a trustee 
on the Michigan Tech Fund. In addition, he headed the 
campaign for a $1.2 million expansion at his church in 
Menominee, Mich., and started the foundation for a $2.6 
million oncology center at the Bay Area Medical Center in 
Marinette, Wisc.
 He and his wife, Joan, live in West Palm Beach, Fla. 
They have three children —Alton, Derek, and Melissa. 
Alton and his wife, Cyd, graduated from MSU in food sci-
ence. Derek became a computer scientist at Embry-Riddle 
in Daytona Beach, Fla., and is still involved with Marmen 
Computing. His wife, Jenny, is earning her master’s in 
education and teaches pre-kindergarten. Melissa gradu-
ated from MSU’s James Madison College, then earned 
her master’s in international business and an MBA from 
Thunderbird School of Global Management, Glendale, 
Ariz. She is project manager for EPIC, a computer soft-
ware company located in Madison, Wisc. Her husband, 
Bruce Schlee, is in marketing for Silvan Industries.
 Rick credits the great education he received at MSU 
for his confidence to do his life’s work and is proud to 
have led so many of his family members to MSU and suc-
cessful careers.
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2000   R. William Caldwell (BS ’38)
Edwin J. Crosby (BS ’50) 
Michael H. Dennos (BS ’43) 
Bernard A. Paulson (BS ’49) 
William J. Hargreaves (BS ’46) 
John D. Hetchler (BS ’35) 
C. Robert Weir (BS ’42) 
Wilfred G. Shedd (BS ’50)

Past Recipients

2004   Herb Kirby (BS ’56)
George E. “Ted” Willis (BS’42)

2005   John Ogren (BS ’65)
John W. Pridgeon (BS ’58)

2006   Joon S. Moon (BS ’60)
2007   William B. Larson (BS ’53)

Richard V. Pisarczyk (BS ’68)
2008  Terence K. Kett (MS ’65, PhD ’68)



2008, and was selected as a 
Corresponding Member of 
the Mexican Academy of 
Engineering in  
October 2008.
 James resides in Ann 
Arbor, Mich., with his 
wife, Linda. There, he is 
involved in many activities 
outside the classroom and 
laboratory. He is a fifteen-
year member of the Down-
town Ann Arbor Kiwanis 
Club where he serves as 
chair of the International 
Relations Committee and 
works once per month in 
the Kiwanis thrift store. He 
is a former member of the West Side Methodist Church 
Board of Directors and served one year as the chair of 
that board. He coached numerous soccer and basketball 
youth-league teams in Ann Arbor and served for four 
years as team manager for a travel soccer team associated 
with the Ann Arbor Soccer Organization. In the late ‘70s 
and early ‘80s, James was the organizer of a “toothpick 
bridge contest” for high school students in Washtenaw 
County. The bridges were tested as part of the Engineer-
ing Open House at the University of Michigan. James 
and Linda have three children—Danielle, Blair,  
and Evan.

Professor James K. Wight is well known both nationally 
and internationally for his work in earthquake resistant 
design of concrete structures. He has been involved with 
post-earthquake damage studies following earthquakes 
in Mexico City, Chile, Armenia, Egypt, California, Japan, 
and India. During 1980-1981, he was involved in the 
construction and simulated earthquake testing of a full-
scale reinforced concrete building while on sabbatical 
leave in Japan.
 James received his BS and MS degrees from MSU 
in 1969 and 1970, respectively. After obtaining his PhD 
from the University of Illinois in 1973, he joined the 
faculty of the Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Department at the University of Michigan. 
 At U of M, Professor Wight has received numerous 
awards for his teaching and service, including the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) Student Chapter 
Teacher of the Year Award (nine times), the College of 
Engineering Distinguished Service Award and Teach-
ing Excellence Awards, the State of Michigan Award for 
Outstanding Teaching, and the Chi Epsilon Great Lakes 
District Excellence in Teaching Award. 
 James was a member of MSU’s Professional Advisory 
Board of the Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering from 1996 to 2002, and participated in 
initial design discussions for the new Civil Infrastructure 
Laboratory.
 He has been an active member of the American 
Concrete Institute (ACI) since 1973, and was named a 
fellow in 1984. He is past-president of the ACI Greater 
Michigan Chapter and a former member of the ACI 
National Board of Directors. He has received several 
awards from the American Concrete Institute, including 
the Alfred E. Lindau Award (2008) for his outstand-
ing technical contributions to the institute, and the 
Structural Research Award (2003 and 2009) for the best 
technical paper in the ACI Structural Journal. He was 
named a fellow of ASCE in 2006, received the Univer-
sity of Illinois Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering Distinguished Alumnus Award in February 

James K. Wight, BS ’69, MS ’70,  
Civil Engineering
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civil and environmental 
engineering diStinguiShed  

alumni award

Recipients of this award, first presented in 2003, must be: graduates of the department; national leaders in their 
profession; contributors to the department, the college, or the university in some meaningful way; and community 
leaders whose actions reflect favorably on Michigan State University. Nominations are made by faculty, alumni, 
and other supporters of the department. The department’s professional advisory board selects the winner.

Past Recipients
2003  Leo Nothstine (BS ’38) 2006  Alton L. Granger, PE (BS ’54)
2004  Leroy R. Dell (BS ’66) 2007  Paul H. Woodruff (BS ’59, MS ’61)
2005  Ben C. Maibach III (BS ’69) 2008  Frank J. DeDecker, PE (BS ’49)



well prepared to lead and innovate. Most recently, Profes-
sor Gray has directed her efforts toward advising other 
institutions and governments as they seek to develop 
similar efforts.
 Professor Gray’s research has centered on under-
standing osteoarthritis. She was among the first to 
demonstrate that mechanical (and other physicochemi-
cal) factors could dramatically influence the production 
of cartilage macromolecules that provide cartilage with 
its remarkable load-bearing capacity—thereby lending 
support to the belief that these factors play an important 
role in cartilage development, degeneration, and repair. 
More recently she and colleagues have pioneered new 
ways to image cartilage in vivo and in vitro. Many in 
industry and academia are now using the MR method de-
veloped by her group (known as dGEMRIC) to provide a 
window into how disease and therapeutic strategies affect 
cartilage tissue before it is destroyed by disease, thereby 
providing information that has previously been unavail-
able with routinely used imaging methods. The signifi-
cance of her accomplishments was recently recognized 
by the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and 
the Orthopaedic Research Society’s Kappa Delta Award. 
She is an elected fellow of the AAAS and of the American 
Institute of Medical and Biological Engineers (AIMBE), 
and has served in several elected positions for profession-
al societies and on many advisory boards. She is associate 
editor of the Annual Reviews of Biomedical Engineering. 
 She currently resides in Arlington, Mass., with her 
husband and boat builder, Dick Pereli, and her three 
teenage children—Andrew, Dora, and George.

Martha L. Gray has had 
a multifaceted academic 
career in which she has 
conducted research to bet-
ter understand (and possi-
bly prevent) osteoarthritis; 
led a preeminent academic 
unit in which engineers, 
scientists, physicians, and 
business professionals seek 
to advance human health; 
and served the profession 
through work with organi-
zations and  institutions.
 She is the J.W. Kieckh-
fer Professor and former 
director of the Health Sci-

ences and Technology (HST) 
Division of Harvard and the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). She is also 
a professor in MIT’s Department of Electrical Engineer-
ing and Computer Science. She earned her BS (’78) in 
computer science/systems science from Michigan State 
University, an MS (’81) in electrical engineering from 
MIT, and a PhD (’86) in medical engineering from HST. 
Following postdoctoral work at Tufts University and the 
State University of New York Stony Brook, she joined the 
MIT faculty in HST and MIT’s Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science in 1987. 
 Professor Gray was the first woman to lead a science 
or engineering department at MIT. During and since her 
13-year tenure as head of the Harvard-MIT Division of 
Health Sciences and Technology (HST), she shepherded 
the vigorous growth so that now HST boasts a com-
munity of over 400 students, 65 faculty, and nearly 200 
affiliated faculty who create a multi-disciplinary and 
multi-professional environment—in classrooms, hospital 
rooms, and laboratories. This community is focused on 
advancing human health, and students who train in this 
environment (MD, PhD, MS, MBA) come out unusually 

comPuter Science and

engineering diStinguiShed  
alumni award

Martha L. Gray,  
BS ’78, Computer Science/ 
Systems Science
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Established in 2004, this award recognizes an alumnus who has distinguished himself/herself as a leader in  
the computer science and engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, and personal 
accomplishments. Nominations are made by faculty, alumni, and other supporters of the department.  
The winner is selected by the department chairperson and advisory committee.

2004  Kevin J. Ohl (BS ’78) 2007  Honda Shing (MS ’88, PhD ’92)
2005  Julie Louis-Benaglio (BS ’79) 2008  Moti Kishin Jiandani (MS ’81)
2006  James R. Von Ehr II (BS ’72)

Past Recipients



John d. ryder 
electrical and comPuter 

engineering alumni award
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Seyed Hossein Mousavinezhad is highly regarded for 
his expertise in digital signal processing, electromagnet-
ics and antennas, biological effects of electromagnetic 
fields, and engineering education and accreditation. 
His work has been supported by the National Science 
Foundation, Texas Instruments, and other government 
and industry grants.
 Professor Mousavinezhad earned his BS in electrical 
engineering from the National Taiwan University, Taipei, 
Taiwan, in 1972, and his MS (’73) and PhD (’77) degrees 
from MSU in electrical engineering and electrical engi-
neering (bioelectromagnetics), respectively. He then went 
to Ferdowsi University, Mashhad, Iran, where he was an 
assistant professor from 1977-79. From 1979-80, he was a 
visiting assistant professor at Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale, and from 1980-82, he was assistant professor 
at Purdue University Calumet, Hammond, Indiana. He 
then joined the faculty of Western Michigan University as 
associate professor, became professor in 1990, and served 
as chair of the Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering (ECE) from 1995-2004. In 2007, he moved on 
to Idaho State University, where he is currently professor 
and chair of the Department of Electrical Engineering.
 While at Western Michigan University (WMU), he led 
departmental efforts in the ABET accreditation of the 
electrical engineering and computer systems engineer-
ing programs and was responsible for initiating the first 
master’s program in electrical engineering there in 1987. 
A new ECE PhD program was offered starting fall 2002. 
Also while at WMU, Hossein was part of the group pro-
moting economic development in Michigan through the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation; in 1999 
he was responsible for bringing to WMU the Innovation 
Forums—a series of meetings and seminars focused on 
university and industry collaboration initiated by Michi-
gan’s governor. Sponsored by the Kellogg Foundation 
and the Dow Foundation, the forums were designed to 

find strategies for creating 
more high-tech jobs in the 
state. In 2002, he received 
the American Society for 
Engineering Education 
(ASEE) Distinguished 
Service Award for “Sig-
nificant and Sustained 
Leadership,” and in 2007 
he received the ASEE 
ECE Division Meritorious 
Service Award.
 Professor Mousavi-
nezhad is currently a 
member of the edito-
rial advisory board of the 
international research 
journal Integrated Computer-
Aided Engineering and a panel 
review member for the National Science Foundation. A 
senior member of the Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers, Inc. (IEEE), he has been a reviewer 
for several IEEE journals, including IEEE Transactions on 
Information Theory and IEEE Transactions on Education. He 
is the founding general chair of the IEEE’s International 
Electro Information Technology Conferences, which 
bring together researchers in the ECE field. He has also 
initiated international collaborations with colleges and 
universities in Sweden, Malaysia, Hong Kong, and India.
 Hossein and his wife, Shu-chen, reside in Pocatello, 
Idaho. Their daughter, Mehri, and her husband, 
Christopher, live in Mays Landing, New Jersey; their sons 
Jamshid Mousavinezhad and Cyrus M. Nezhad live in 
New York and Washington DC, respectively. In his free 
time, Hossein enjoys swimming, reading, jogging, and 
watching classical movies and Westerns.

Seyed Hossein Mousavinezhad, 
MS ‘73, PhD ‘77,  

Electrical Engineering

Established in 2004, this award commemorates the outstanding professional contributions of John D. Ryder,  
former dean of the College of Engineering and a professor in the department. Nominations are made by alumni, 
faculty, and students. The department’s advisory committee selects the award winner in consultation with the 
chairperson. The award is given on the basis of contributions in furthering the mission of the department—
which is to provide undergraduate and graduate education characterized by quality, access, and relevance; and 
to develop distinctive research programs in electrosciences, systems, and computer engineering, with the promise 
of sustained excellence as measured in scholarship, external investment, reputation, and impact.

2004  David A. Pahl (BS ’86) 2007 George H. Simmons (BS ’73, PhD ’81)
2005  Brian M. Kent (BS ’80) 2008 Robert W. Leland (BS ’85)
2006  Gregg A. Motter (BS ’73, MS ’80)

Past Recipients



mechanical engineering

diStinguiShed alumni

award

David L. Joyce is president 
and chief executive of-
ficer of GE Aviation, the 
world’s leading designer 
and producer of jet 
engines for commercial 
and military aircraft and a 
major provider of avionics, 
power management, and 
actuation systems. GE Avia-
tion has more than 35,000 
employees in operations 
worldwide, with revenues 
of $19.2 billion in 2008. 
 Before assuming the 
top post, David for three 
decades influenced the 
design and launch of GE’s 

most innovative and popular engines. His journey in avia-
tion began after earning bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in mechanical engineering at Michigan State University, 
in 1978 and 1980, respectively. He also received a mas-
ter’s degree in business finance from Xavier University in 
1992.
 David joined GE Aviation in 1980 at its Cincinnati, 
Ohio, headquarters and became immersed for 15 years 
in advanced design and product development, contribut-
ing to 9 jet engine families for 15 aircraft models. From 
1995 to 2000, he expanded into Six Sigma quality leader-
ship roles, and headed GE Aviation’s around-the-clock 
Customer & Product Support organization, supporting 
the global fleets of more than 500 customers. Every 
two seconds, an airplane is taking off somewhere in the 
world, powered by engines from GE or its affiliates.
 David ran the regional and business jet commercial 
engine operations from 2000 through 2003, during 
the explosive growth in regional jet operations in the 
United States. GE is the largest producer of regional jet 

engines. David also led GE’s successful bid to power the 
ARJ Regional Jet, China’s first indigenous commercial 
jet, and led the formation of the GE Honda Aero Engine 
Company, a new joint company between GE and Honda 
of Japan, which is creating engines for new small, light-
weight business jets.
 He spent the next five years as vice president and 
general manager over GE’s entire commercial jet engine 
portfolio, and has overseen the certification and service 
entry of several new engines and launched the engine on 
Boeing’s new 787 and 747-8 aircraft.
 As GE Aviation’s president and CEO, David is active 
in the industry and the community. He serves on the 
executive committee of the Aerospace Industries As-
sociation in Washington DC. At home, he serves on the 
Cincinnati Business Committee (co-chairing the group’s 
Education Task Force), on the boards of United Way of 
Greater Cincinnati and the Tri-State Warbird Museum, 
and the advisory board for the University of Cincinnati 
College of Engineering.
 David and his wife, Pamela, live in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
with their two children, Leland and Maddie.

David L. Joyce, BS ‘78, MS 
’80, Mechanical Engineering

Established in 2004, this award honors an alumnus of MSU’s Department of Mechanical Engineering who  
has a minimum of 15 years of professional experience in an engineering or engineering-related field; provides 
leadership in engineering, engineering education, the related sciences, or technical management; contributes  
to the department, the college, or MSU; and is actively involved in the community. The winner is selected in  
consultation with the department’s advisory committee and board of visitors.
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2004  Kristin B. Zimmerman (BS ’87, MS ’90, PhD ’93) 2007 Donald B. Paul (BS ’68)
2005  Joseph C. Klewicki (BS ’83, PhD ’89) 2008 Daniel J. Inman (PhD ’80)
2006  Patrick M. Miller (MS ’60, PhD ’66)

Past Recipients



Past Recipients
2006   Eileen M. Slider (BS ’75, Central Michigan University, MA ’83, Michigan State University,  

secondary instructor for Webberville Community Schools)
2007   John W. Plough (BA ’78, MA ’84, Michigan State University, secondary instructor for East 

Lansing High School in Michigan)
2008  William Finch (BS ’84 South Dakota State University; Master Teacher Certification ’04, 
         Texas A&M University

green aPPle

teaching award

John West has taught high school physics, science, and 
math for 35 years in the Bay City Public Schools. During 
that time, he has done extensive work to develop cur-
riculum and school district policies. He launched the 
AP calculus program at Bay City Central High School in 
1988 and served there as head of the science department 
for 18 years.
 He received his associate’s degree from Delta Col-
lege in 1970, his BS (summa cum laude) from Western 
Michigan University in 1972, and his MS from MSU in 
1977. He began teaching in the Bay City, Mich., schools 
in 1972.
 For many years, John has been an adjunct instruc-
tor of physics at Delta Community College and Saginaw 
Valley State University. From 1981-1983 he was instructor 
for nuclear operations at Consumers Power Company in 
Midland, Mich., where he developed plans for operator 
training and became certified as a senior reactor opera-
tor for the nuclear power plant. 
 From 1998 through 2006, he was a participant and 
instructor in the “Constructing Physics Understand-
ing” project, a program funded by the National Science 
Foundation that uses constructivist pedagogy and cre-
ative computer simulations to teach physics concepts to 
teachers and high school students. “This fundamentally 
changed my approach to physics instruction,” says John. 
“I taught physics to over 100 elementary, middle school, 
and high school teachers using this pedagogy.” 
 John has been a presenter at many teachers’ confer-
ences. He recently developed inquiry-based PowerPoint 
presentations, complete with teaching suggestions, for a 
physics textbook published by Holt McDougal Publish-
ing. He also wrote lab activities for the Holt Physical 
Science Text. 
 He served as a volunteer coach for soccer and base-

ball, and coached tennis 
for 24 years at Bay City 
Central High School. He 
spent four years on the 
Saginaw Township School 
Board, serving as president 
the final year. He often vol-
unteers his time to provide 
professional development 
for other teachers. In 
his spare time, he enjoys 
reading, golf, and playing 
tennis.
 John and his wife, 
Anne, live in Saginaw, 
Mich. He describes his 
family as “very Green and 
White.” Anne received her 
BA in education/special 
education and her MA in 
educational administration 
from MSU; she was a teacher of the hearing impaired 
and a consultant for 35 years before recently retiring. 
They have two children —Jeffrey and JoAnne. Jeffrey 
graduated from MSU (Honors College) with a BS (’05) 
in computer engineering. He is employed by Continen-
tal AG in Palatine, Ill., and will complete his master’s in 
engineering management from Northwestern University 
this summer. Jeff and his wife, Ashley, have a daughter, 
Alayna. JoAnne graduated from MSU (Honors College) 
in 2008 with a 4.0 GPA after completing her BA in el-
ementary education in three years. She is completing her 
teaching internship and will participate in the Teach For 
America program in Indianapolis next year.

John West, BS ’72, Western 
Michigan University; MS ’77, 

Michigan State University

Established in 2006 at the suggestion of College of Engineering Alumni Board member Joseph M. Colucci  
(BS ’58 Mechanical Engineering), the Green Apple Teaching Award honors a K-12 teacher who has inspired 
students to study math, science, and engineering. The Engineering Undergraduate Studies Office solicits  
nominations from our graduating seniors; the final winner is decided by the Engineering Undergraduate Studies 
Committee, which is made up of faculty and students. The honoree receives a cash award, and book scholarships 
are given to selected students from that teacher’s school district who opt to study engineering at MSU.
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Dean Lawrence Wayne Von Tersch established the Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1982. 
Claud Erickson, for whom the award was named, was the first recipient. Since then, it has been given annually 
to a College of Engineering graduate with a minimum of 15 years’ professional experience who has attained the 
highest level of professional accomplishment; provided distinguished and meritorious service to the College of 
Engineering and the engineering profession; and engaged in voluntary service at the local, state, national, and/
or international level.

Richard V. Pisarczyk has been president 
of ExxonMobil Research and Engineering 
Company—the world’s largest integrated oil 
company—since 2005. He first joined Mobil 
Oil Corporation, Downstream, in 1968, ad-
vancing through positions in manufacturing, 
planning, and supply, and in 1984 became 
manager of Mobil’s Ferndale Refinery in 
Washington. Following that, he was ap-
pointed vice president and general manager 
Olefins and Aromatics in the Petrochemicals 
Division of Mobil Chemical Company; man-
ager of Planning & Financial Analysis, Manu-
facturing, for U.S. Marketing & Refining in 
Fairfax, Virginia; manager of the Chalmette 

Refinery in Louisiana; manager of Planning 
Coordination, Corporate Planning and Eco-
nomics at Mobil’s headquarters in Fairfax; 
and in 1994 he was appointed chairman and 
managing director of Mobil Oil Australia 
and relocated to Melbourne, Australia, for 
several years. 
 In 1997, Rich was named vice president, 
East/Gulf Coast Business, North America 
Marketing & Refining for Mobil Oil Corpora-
tion. As a result of the merger between Exx-
on and Mobil in 1999, he became regional 
director, Americas, of ExxonMobil Chemical. 
In 2001 he was named senior vice president, 
Basic Chemicals and two years later was 

college of engineering

claud r. erickSon

diStinguiShed alumnuS award

Richard V. Pisarczyk, BS ’68,  
Chemical Engineering
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named senior vice president, Basic 
Chemicals and Intermediates.
 ExxonMobil has been 
an MSU donor for 25 
years, providing match-
ing gifts at a ratio of 3:1. 
Rich makes a personal 
visit to campus each year 
to deliver ExxonMobil’s 
matching gift check. He 
and his wife, Mary, also 
established the Richard 
V. Pisarczyk Endowed Dis-
cretionary Fund in 2002 
in recognition of his “rich 
and rewarding undergrad-
uate experience at MSU, 
to be used to support any 
number of programs, with 
the goal of encouraging 
progress and excellence 
within the Department 
of Chemical Engineering 
and Materials Science.”
 Rich is an ExxonMobil 
representative to the Industrial 
Research Institute and a member of 
the American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers. In 2006, he was ap-
pointed to the Research, Innovation 
and Enterprise Council chaired by 
the Prime Minister of Singapore. 
The 18-member council advises the 
Singapore cabinet on national re-
search and innovation policies and 
on how to encourage initiatives in      
science and technology and catalyze 
new areas of economic growth. 
ExxonMobil has been in Singapore 
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for more than 100 years and is their 
single largest foreign investor. 

    Rich and Mary currently 
reside in McLean, Vir-
ginia, where he has been a 
sponsor of programs that 
encourage middle school 
students to explore careers 
in science and mathemat-
ics. He is a supporter of 
Higher Achievement, an 
initiative to better prepare 
inner-city children to 
obtain a college degree. 
Their son, Michael, and 
his wife, Jennifer, live 
in Midland, Mich.; they 
have three children. Rich 
enjoys golf and woodwork-
ing. His favorite vacation 
places are Traverse City, 
Mich., and The Great  
Barrier Reef in Australia.

Richard and Mary Pisarczyk



drive continuously since the program began 
during World War II.

He was a delegate to the Michigan 
Constitutional Convention, chairman of the 
Ingham County American Red Cross, and a 
trustee of St. Lawrence Hospital. He served 
at various times as president of the Lansing 
Rotary Club, the City Club of Lansing, the 
American Public Power Association, the 
Michigan Engineering Society, and the Greater 
Lansing Area Safety Council. 

He and his wife, Thelma, were the parents 
of one son and four daughters. He was an avid 
stamp collector and was considered one of the 
nation’s top authorities on electric-powered 
vehicles. He admired the simplicity of an elec-
tric car. He said, “It has only eight moving 
parts, and four of those are wheels.”

Always maintaining close ties with MSU, 
Claud served on the MSU Foundation’s first 
board of directors. He was asked by President 
John A. Hannah to oversee the construction 
of the Alumni Chapel. He also supervised the 
completion of 7,000 married-student housing 
units in just five months to accommodate U.S. 
servicemen returning to campus after World 
War II.

Claud always attended the spring com-
mencement exercises of MSU’s College of 
Engineering and the initiation ceremonies of 
the Chi Epsilon civil engineering honor soci-
ety, and he kept close tabs on each alumnus 
who won the Claud R. Erickson Award.

When asked by President Hannah at one 
point, “Why do MSU alumni come back 
to campus year after year?” he responded, 
“Because they love the University that offered 
them the hand of friendship and the open 
door of opportunity.”

Claud Erickson, 
born in Manistee, 
Michigan, lived 
from 1900 to 
1993. He had to 
help support his 
family during 
high school and 
took a full-time 
job immediately 
after graduation. 

At the urging of work associates who recog-
nized his talents, Claud began college, but 
it was a constant financial struggle. At times, 
faculty members chipped in to keep him in 
school.

Claud ultimately received four engineering 
degrees from MSU, beginning with a bachelor 
of science in 1922. He later earned degrees 
in mechanical (1927), electrical (1933), and 
civil engineering (1934) and held a consulting 
professional engineer’s license. He also studied 
law and was qualified to practice before the 
United States Supreme Court.

He became the director and general man-
ager of the Lansing Board of Water and Light 
and spent more than 50 years making the util-
ity a strong, progressive force in the Lansing 
area. He was a nationally respected figure in 
public works, and in 1971 the Board named a 
new power plant in Delta Township after him. 

Community activism was a way of life for 
Claud. He was the Ingham County chairman 
of the U.S. Treasury Savings Bond Drive for 
50 years, beginning in 1941. He was honored 
in 1991 at the age of 91 by the U.S. Treasury 
Department for his 50 years of patriotic vol-
unteer service. He was the only person in the 
United States known to have directed a local 
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1982 Claud R. Erickson  BS ’22, MS ’33 Electrical;
     MS ’27 Mechanical; MS ’34 Civil

1983 R. William Caldwell  BS ’38 Chemical 

1984 Harold C. MacDonald  BS ’40 Mechanical

1985 William J. Mottel  BS ’51 Chemical

1986 John H. Busch  BS ’51 Civil

1987 John D. Withrow  BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71 

1988 Melville R. Barlow  BS ’51 Mechanical

1989 Robert J. Schultz  BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69

1990 Harold F. Wochholz  BS ’58, MS ’59 Electrical

1991 William B. Larson  BS ’53 Metallurgical

1992 Gerald W. Pearson  BS ’55 Chemical

1993 Paul H. Woodruff  BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil

1994 Bernard A. Paulson  BS ’49 Chemical

1995 Robert M. Fredericks  BS ’67, MS ’68, PhD ’71 Electrical

1995 John C. O’Malia  MS ’72 Sanitary

1996 Richard M. Hong  MS ’67, PhD ’70 Electrical

1997 Charles R. Weir  BS ’42 Chemical

1998 Raymond S. Colladay  BS ’65, MS ’66, PhD ’69 Mechanical

1999 Leroy R. Dell  BS ’66 Civil

2000 Michael H. Dennos  BS ’43 Chemical

2001 Richard H. Brown  BS ’71 Mechanical

2002 Roger L. Koenig  BS ’76 Electrical

2003 Joseph M. Colucci  BS ’58 Mechanical

2004 George E. “Ted” Willis  BS ’42 Chemical 

2005 John Ogren BS ’65 Chemical

2006 James R. Von Ehr II BS ’72 Computer Science

2007 Joon S. Moon BS ’60 Chemical

2008 Charles J. Brady BS ’48 Mechanical



diStinguiShed alumni award
1947 Charles Edward Ferris BS 1890 Engineering
1950 Jay Samuel Hartt BS ’15 Electrical
1951 Grover Cleveland Dillman BS ’13 Civil
1953 Charles D. Curtiss BS ’11 Civil
1953 Verne L. Ketchum BS ’12 Civil
1955 William Frank Uhl BS ’02 Engineering
1957 Maurice J. Day BS ’34, MS ’35, PhD ’37 Chemical
1957 P. Edward Geldhof BS ’14 Engineering
1957 Stanley B. Hunt BS ’29 Civil
1959 Louis A. Carapella BS ’37 Engineering
1959 Bernard F. Coggan, Jr. BS ’39 Engineering
1959 Arthur F. Vinson BS ’29 Engineering
1960 Christian F. Beukema BS ’40 Engineering
1961 James H. Foote BS ’14 Engineering
1961 Frederick H. Mueller BS ’14 Engineering
1962 Grayton F. Dressel BS ’24 Engineering
1962  Stanley V. Gunn BS ’47 Mechanical
1963 Richard W. Cook BS ’33 Engineering
1963 Walter F. Patenge BS ’23 Engineering
1965 John C. Mackie BS ’42 Engineering
1976 Clare F. Jarecki BS ’33 Civil
1978 William R. Barrett BS ’39 Engineering
1979 John R. Hamann BS ’37 Engineering
1984 John D. Withrow BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71
1987 Robert J. Schultz BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69
1991 Verghese Kurien MS ’48, PhD ’65 Mechanical
1998 Lloyd D. Ward BS ’70 Mechanical
1999 Richard L. M. Lord BS ’53 Chemical 
2002 Roger L. Koenig BS ’76 Electrical
2003 Joseph M. Colucci BS ’58 Mechanical
2003 Paul H. Woodruff BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil
2004 Alton L. Granger BS ’54 Civil
2004 James R. Von Ehr II BS ’72 Computer Science
2005 Gerald Elson BS ’64, MS ’65 Mechanical
2005 Ben Maibach III BS ’68 Civil
2006 Joon S. Moon BS ’60 Chemical
2007 Ghassem Asrar MS ’81 Civil
2007 Surinder Kapur BS ’64, MS ’65, PhD ’72 Mechanical

michigan State univerSity  
alumni aSSociation award reciPientS
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diStinguiShed young alumni award

2007 Jeff Schmitz BS ’97 Mechanical

alumni Service award

1998 Roger Bandeen BS ’72 Computer Science

1998 Leroy Dell BS ’66 Civil

1999 William Larson BS ’53 Metallurgical

2005 Molly Brennan BS ’82 Computer Science

2005 Michael McDonald BS ’87 Chemical

2006 Anan Chaikittisilpa MS ’69 Civil

honorary alumni award

2006 Mackenzie Davis Professor Emeritus, Civil

PhilanthroPiSt award

2001 Alton L. Granger BS ’54 Civil
 and Janice M. Granger Nursing (1980)

Joon S. moon diStinguiShed  
international alumni award reciPientS

1994 Richard M. Hong MS ’67, PhD ’70 Electrical

1995 Samuel K. Nnama MS ’77, PhD ’79 Civil

1999 Khaled M. R. Abdulghani MS ’78, PhD ’82 Civil

2002 Lawrence Wong PhD ’70 Mechanical

2006 Surinder Kapur BS ’64, MS ’65, PhD ’72 Mechanical 

2009 Kin Keung Lai PhD ’77 Civil

michigan State univerSity  
alumni aSSociation award reciPientS
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