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PROGRAM

 5:00 p.m. Cocktail Reception
 6:00 p.m. Dinner
 7:00 p.m. Greetings from Dean Satish Udpa (via video)
 7:10 p.m. Presentation of Awards
 
Applied Engineering Sciences Distinguished Alumni Award
Monte L. Falcoff

Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Gary W. Schluckbier

Red Cedar Circle Award in Chemical Engineering and Materials Science
Terence K. Kett

Civil and Environmental Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Frank J. DeDecker

Computer Science and Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Moti Kishin Jiandani

John D. Ryder Electrical and Computer Engineering Alumni Award
Robert W. Leland

Mechanical Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Daniel J. Inman

Green Apple Teaching Award
William Finch

Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumnus Award
Charles J. Brady

MENU

Hors d’oeuvres — feta and sun-dried tomato in phyllo, wild mushroom tarts, mozzarella 
and Roma tomato crostini, Belgian endive with bleu cheese and toasted walnuts,

and smoked Baja chicken canapés

Salad — spring mixed greens with toasted almonds, dried cherries, diced pimientos,
and house or ranch dressing

Main course — petite filet mignon with lemon grass demi-glace 
and salmon filet with ginger butter served with brown rice and barley pilaf 

Dessert — carrot cake



Technologies Automotive (1988-92) as a systems 
engineer for the modular headliner programs, 
from which he had 10 U.S. patents issued. He was 
also the patent and trademark coordinator for the 
business unit and, later, a manager of marketing 
program development.

Monte is currently the vice-chairperson of the 
Applied Engineering Sciences Alumni Advisory 
Board for our college. He enthusiastically follows 
MSU sports and says he has had season football 
tickets “for way too long.” While a student at 
MSU, Monte immersed himself in the full experi-
ence. He played trumpet in the Spartan Marching 
Band for five years and received a varsity letter for 
participation on MSU’s fencing team. He thanks 
his parents for discovering the engineering arts 
program at MSU. 

His wife, Janet, is a preschool teacher (BA MSU 
1987, elementary/early childhood education). He 
and Janet live in Oakland County, Michigan, with 
their children, Rebecca and Tyler. Monte is an 
assistant scoutmaster for Tyler’s troop. Tyler is on 
his middle school’s swim team and plays trumpet 
in the band. Janet and Rebecca (but not Monte) 
enjoy the family’s two horses, and Rebecca plays 
viola in her high school orchestra.

APPLIED ENGINEERING 
SCIENCES DISTINGUISHED 

ALUMNI AWARD

Monte Falcoff’s 
illustrious career in 
engineering and law, 
along with his leader-
ship and service to the 
College of Engineering, 
are the basis for his 
selection for the AES 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award. A principal 
and registered patent 
attorney at Harness 
Dickey and Pierce, 
PLC in Troy, Michigan, 
he is also an adjunct 
professor at the MSU 

College of Law, where he teaches intellectual 
property law. His primary areas of legal practice 
include intellectual property portfolio manage-
ment; client counseling and opinion preparation; 
preparation and prosecution of patent applica-
tions; trademark prosecution; intellectual prop-
erty litigation; and licensing. He does a significant 
amount of patent work for MSU.

Monte received a juris doctorate from Wayne 
State University in 1992. While a student there, 
he served as a note and comment editor for the 
Wayne Law Review. Early in his career (1986-88), 
he worked at Modern Engineering Service Co. 
as a senior project engineer. He joined United 

Recipients of this award, established in 2004, must have a distinguished career, evidenced by significant 
accomplishments; possess high standards of integrity that positively reflect on the college and the university; be 
recognized for leadership in the community; and demonstrate support of the applied engineering sciences program 
(formerly engineering arts), the College of Engineering, and/or MSU. The winner is selected by the applied 
engineering sciences alumni advisory board.
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2004  Philip L. Fioravante (BS ’84) 2006  Daniel Brouse (BS ’84)
2005  Jane E. Sydlowski (BS ’86) 2007 Steven J. Trecha (BS ’80)

Monte L. Falcoff, BS ’86,

Engineering Arts / 

Applied Engineering 

Sciences

Past Recipients



His professional 
affiliations include 
membership in the 
ASAE (now the 
American Society 
of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineers), 
the Institute of Food 
Technologists, and the 
American Management 
Association.

Gary resides in 
Battle Creek, Michigan, 
with his wife, Faye. 
They have three grown 
children: Gary Schluckbier 
II of Schaumburg, Illinois; 
Stacy Neal of Battle Creek, Michigan; and Lori 
Schluckbier of Seattle, Washington; and seven 
grandchildren. He enjoys golf—and sports in 
general—woodworking, and gardening. Gary’s 
community activities have included coaching his 
children’s athletic teams in baseball and hockey, 
officiating ice hockey, and teaching power skating 
to ice hockey players. He has served as board mem-
ber and president of the Battle Creek Ice Hockey 
Association. He was a board of trustees member 
for three years and an elder for three years at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church. He has been a member of 
the board of directors and treasurer of Riverside 
Country Club. He is also active in numerous 
United Way, Habitat for Humanity, and food bank 
activities.

BIOSYSTEMS AND

AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING 
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD

Gary W. Schluckbier has been Kellogg Company’s 
vice president for Technical Services, Global 
Engineering since January 2006. He is actively 
involved in both professional organizations and 
community service activities.

While attending MSU, he worked for professors 
Merva and Bickert. He received the Agricultural 
Engineering Department’s A. W. Farrall Award 
for academic achievement. He was a member of 
the student branch of the American Society of 
Agricultural Engineers (ASAE) and served as presi-
dent during his senior year.

After graduation from MSU, Gary worked for 
the Dairy Equipment Company in Wisconsin for 10 
years, where he designed, developed, and patented 
two automatic milk machine detaching units. In 
1983, he joined the Kellogg Company, where he 
progressed from process engineer to his current 
position as VP. He has been involved in all phases 
of product and process development. Notably, 
he developed a new process to frost Kellogg’s 
Mini-Wheats cereal. While he served in the role 
of vice president for research and technology for 
Kellogg’s Morning Foods division, he and his team 
delivered many key innovations for the organiza-
tion. Currently, Gary is responsible for system 
development, scale-up, and start-up of all Kellogg 
process and packaging systems in North America. 
In addition, he guides the development of equip-
ment and systems to improve cost and efficiency 
globally. He has also led diversity and inclusion ini-
tiatives within his division for the past two years.

Gary W. Schluckbier, 

BS ’72, Biosystems and 

Agricultural Engineering

Established in 2004, this award is given to an alumnus who has distinguished himself/herself as a leader 
in the biological/agricultural engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, and 
personal accomplishments. Alumni who have graduated at least ten years ago with an undergraduate and/or 
graduate degree are considered.
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2004  Bill A. Stout (MS ’55, PhD ’59 ) 2006  Robert J. Gustafson, PE (PhD ’74)
2005  Benson J. Lamp (PhD ’60) 2007 George H. Wedgworth (BS ’50)

Past Recipients



RED CEDAR CIRCLE AWARD IN 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING AND 

MATERIALS SCIENCE

Initiated in 2000, this award recognizes MSU chemical engineering and materials science alumni for their 
distinguished service to the profession and outstanding commitment to the community. The Red Cedar River, 
which passes through the center of the MSU campus, is a favorite gathering place. This award is named in rec-
ognition of the importance of this landmark to MSU alumni. 

Terence Kett was born 
in England, but his 
family immigrated to 
Chicago when he was 
13. He obtained a BS 
in chemical engineer-
ing at Northwestern 
University (1964) fol-
lowed by an MS (1965) 
and PhD (1968)—also 
in chemical engineer-
ing—at MSU. While he 
attended Michigan State, 
two important things 
occurred: He became 
a citizen of the United 
States, and he met his 

wife, Betty (BA, 1967, Education). (Sadly, Betty 
passed away in 2006 after 38 wonderful years of mar-
riage.)

Terry enjoyed a rewarding 34-year career at Exxon 
before retiring in 2002. He held many interesting 
and challenging management and executive posi-
tions. These included assignments throughout the 
United States and in France and England. Of note 
was his involvement in the Exxon-Mobil merger 
where he was responsible for the design and sizing 
of the combined Downstream engineering organiza-
tions of the two companies. Following the merger, 
he managed the five engineering offices located 
around the world (Houston, Toronto, London, 

Terence K. Kett, MS ’65, 

PhD ’68,

Chemical Engineering

Singapore, and Tokyo), providing project and tech-
nical support for ExxonMobil’s 40+ refineries.

Terry is a dedicated Michigan State supporter. 
He served as a member of the Engineering Alumni 
Board from 1982 to 1986. He and Betty established 
an endowment at MSU to support students pursu-
ing careers in math education. Although he lives 
in Houston, Texas, Terry avidly follows all Spartan 
sports and lives and dies through the ups and downs 
of every football and basketball game. Betty was even 
more avid, Terry says. He recalls the two of them get-
ting up at 2:00 a.m. while living in England to listen 
to the radio as Magic Johnson and the Spartans won 
the NCAA title against Larry Bird and Indiana State.

Terry has two adult children, Dianne and Bill. 
His first grandchild, Jayna, was born shortly after 
Betty died in 2006. Terry is an elder at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Kingwood, Texas. He enjoys 
gardening, bird watching, and fishing, and loves all 
sports. He especially enjoys golf and plays several 
times a week. While he worked on his PhD at MSU, 
Terry and Martin Hawley played on the chemical 
engineering department’s golf team, which con-
sistently won the annual university four-man golf 
tournament (probably to the embarrassment of 
other chemical engineering faculty—they were sup-
posed to be too busy to play golf!). At Northwestern, 
Terry was captain of the soccer team, and through 
the years he has managed various traveling town and 
county soccer teams. His son, Bill, continues to play 
today.
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2000   R. William Caldwell (BS ’38)
Edwin J. Crosby (BS ’50)
Michael H. Dennos (BS ’43)
Bernard A. Paulson (BS ’49)
William J. Hargreaves (BS ’46)
John D. Hetchler (BS ’35)
C. Robert Weir (BS ’42)
Wilfred G. Shedd (BS ’50)

Past Recipients

2004   Herb Kirby (BS ’56)
George E. “Ted” Willis (BS’42)

2005   John Ogren (BS ’65)
John W. Pridgeon (BS ’58)

2006   Joon S. Moon (BS ’60)
2007   William B. Larson (BS ’53)

Richard V. Pisarczyk (BS ’68)



ning of the John Lodge 
Freeway’s construction 
in downtown Detroit. 
He later joined a Detroit 
firm that was designing 
sewer and water main 
relocations for the John 
Lodge Freeway exten-
sion. There, he worked 
with Vernon Spalding, 
with whom he founded 
Spalding, DeDecker 
& Associates, Inc. in 
1954. Today the firm 
has about 100 employees 
and is headquartered 
in Rochester Hills, Michigan. Frank has been a 
member of the American Consulting Engineers 
Council, the American Water Works Association, 
the American Society of Civil Engineers, and the 
Michigan Society of Professional Surveyors.

Frank and Jean are life members of the MSU 
Alumni Association, and they have participated 
in many MSU-sponsored travel programs, includ-
ing the Caribbean Islands, the Danube Cruise, the 
Alaska Cruise, the European Gardens Tour, the 
Nile River (Egypt) Cruise, the Hawaiian Islands 
Cruise, the Volga River (Russia) Cruise, and the 
China Tour. Frank’s hobbies include woodworking 
and trading stocks and options on the Internet. 
They have nine children. Son Mark has a BS in 
chemical engineering from MSU. Daughters Mary, 
Terese, Gretchen, and Suzanne also have degrees 
from MSU. The DeDeckers have 19 grandchildren.

Frank DeDecker devoted his career to Spalding 
DeDecker Associates (SDA), the civil and envi-
ronmental engineering firm of which he was a 
co-founder. SDA has designed highway bridges; 
subdivision and condominium projects; and sewer, 
water main, and paving projects for the State of 
Michigan, Michigan counties and municipalities, 
and various land developers. Frank’s final project 
before retiring in 1994 was designing the truck exit 
ramp for the Ambassador Bridge, with the Detroit 
International Bridge Company as client. A man 
who cares about his community, Frank was elected 
as trustee for the Village of Warren in 1955, and 
served until the Village was absorbed into the newly 
created City of Warren in 1957.

When Frank graduated from his Detroit high 
school in 1944, he enlisted in the Navy. After his 
discharge in 1946, he enrolled at Michigan State 
College, where he slept on one of many 3-tiered 
bunk beds set up in Jenison Gymnasium to accom-
modate the influx of returning veterans. As a stu-
dent he worked for Agnes McCann, secretary to the 
engineering dean. Since MSU established the Agnes 
McCann Memorial Student Endowment Fund in 
her honor a few years ago, Frank has supported it 
annually. At Michigan State, Frank belonged to the 
Tau Beta Pi Engineering Honor Society and the Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society. He met his future wife, 
Jean Halmich, in a surveying class; she was a land-
scape architecture student. They were married in 
1949, soon after graduating from MSC. Since then, 
they have supported MSU with annual contribu-
tions, and are now members of the Hannah Society.

Early in Frank’s career he worked for an under-
ground construction contractor, Sugden & Sivier, 
on sewer and water main relocations at the begin-

Frank J. DeDecker, PE, 

BS ’49, Civil Engineering
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CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENGINEERING DISTINGUISHED 

ALUMNI AWARD

Recipients of this award, first presented in 2003, must be: graduates of the department; national leaders in their 
profession; contributors to the department, the college, or the university in some meaningful way; and community 
leaders whose actions reflect favorably on Michigan State University. Nominations are made by faculty, alumni, 
and other supporters of the department. The department’s professional advisory board selects the winner.

Past Recipients
2003  Leo Nothstine (BS ’38) 2006  Alton L. Granger, PE (BS ’54)
2004  Leroy R. Dell (BS ’66) 2007  Paul H. Woodruff (BS ’59, MS ’61)
2005  Ben C. Maibach III (BS ’69)



In 2001, Moti became president and CEO of 
Kuoka Networks in Sunnyvale, California. In an 
18-month period, he built the team from 7 to 
110 and brought a complex software intensive 
and 14-slot chassis-based modular system to the 
alpha testing phase at a cost of less than $17 mil-
lion. However, in an uncertain market following 
the attacks on 9/11, the board of directors shut 
down the company as a result of its inability to 
raise its second round of financing.

Moti earned a BS in electrical engineering at 
the University of Bombay in India (1978), then 
earned his master’s at MSU. After graduation, 
Moti worked for ten years in software develop-
ment and marketing for several California com-
panies, including Integrated Solutions and Intel 
Corporation, before starting his own companies. 
His wife, Soni, is co-founder and vice president 
of marketing at Nuova Systems in San Jose, 
California. She has spent more than 21 years as 
a technology executive with information tech-
nology startups as well as established industry 
leaders such as Cisco Systems, where she served 
as VP/GM prior to founding Nuova. She is 
known for successfully taking new technologies 
to market and helping companies achieve high 
levels of market acceptance.

Moti and Soni live with their teenaged sons, 
Farid and Kabir, in Saratoga, California. Moti’s 
father lives with them. For now Moti is a full-
time husband, father, and son. He “keeps his 
hand in” by providing guidance and counsel 
to his friends and select companies on starting 
new high-tech ventures in Silicon Valley. He also 
makes investments in commercial real estate. He 
is contemplating imparting some of the knowl-
edge and training he has acquired to others in a 
more formal setting.

Moti Jiandani has had 
an impressive career 
in information tech-
nology, founding two 
successful companies. 
Moti’s first company, 
founded in 1991, was 
Sierra Atlantic, which 
provided engineering 
services to high tech-
nology clients such as 
3Com, Oracle, Cisco, 
and Synopsys. In 1998, 
he founded and served 
as president and CEO 
of SwitchOn Networks. 

They began by providing engineering services to 
clients such as 3Com, Nortel, MMC Networks, 
and Cisco, then successfully transitioned the 
company on two parallel tracks: from a services 
company to a product company, and from a 
software company to a fabless semiconductor 
company. Under his leadership, the company 
pioneered the concept of high-speed content 
processing coprocessors. They provided stan-
dard semiconductor and software components 
to the emerging market of content and policy-
based networking, which enable applications 
such as QoS, Load Balancing, URL Switching, 
and VPN Firewalling at wirespeed exceeding 
OC-48 speeds. The company’s patented technol-
ogy enabled them to build devices that are scal-
able in both performance and the number of 
policies they support. SwitchOn was acquired by 
PMC-Sierra in 2000 for $450 million, providing 
a 28-fold return to investors and shareholders in 
a short 10 months.

COMPUTER SCIENCE AND

ENGINEERING DISTINGUISHED 
ALUMNI AWARD

Moti Kishin Jiandani, 

MS ’81, Computer Science
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Past Recipients
2004  Kevin J. Ohl (BS ’78) 2006  James R. Von Ehr II (BS ’72)
2005  Julie Louis-Benaglio (BS ’79) 2007  Honda Shing (MS ’88, PhD ’92)

Established in 2004, this award recognizes an alumnus who has distinguished himself/herself as a leader in 
the computer science and engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, and personal 
accomplishments. Nominations are made by faculty, alumni, and other supporters of the department. 
The winner is selected by the department chairperson and advisory committee.



JOHN D. RYDER 
ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER 

ENGINEERING ALUMNI AWARD
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Past Recipients
2004  David A. Pahl (BS ’86) 2006  Gregg A. Motter (BS ’73, MS ’80)
2005  Brian M. Kent (BS ’80) 2007 George H. Simmons (BS ’73, PhD ’81)

Robert Leland has spent his stellar career to date 
working with Sandia National Laboratories. Currently 
taking a break from directing the lab’s operational IT 
effort, he is assigned to Sandia’s executive office lead-
ing the development of a national engagement strate-
gy for cyber security. This addresses the prospect that 
cyber attacks may rise to the level of “weapons of mass 
destruction” in the degree of disruption they cause. 
Rob was previously a member of Sandia’s Advanced 
Concepts Group studying long-term national security 
issues and was appointed by the President in 1995 to 
serve as one of 14 White House fellows in the U.S. 
government’s premier leadership development pro-
gram.

Rob came to MSU under the Alumni Distinguished 
Scholarship program and was a member of the 
Honors College. After earning a BS in electrical 
engineering with a minor in mechanical engineer-
ing, he was named a Rhodes Scholar and studied 
applied mathematics and computer science at Oxford 
University, completing a PhD in parallel computing 
in 1989. He was able to continue his studies at Oxford 
as a National Science Foundation graduate fellow.

After Oxford, Rob joined the Parallel Computing 
Sciences Department at Sandia National Laboratories 
in 1990, working in parallel algorithm development 
and applied graph theory. He co-authored Chaco, a 
widely used graph partitioning and sequencing tool-
kit. Chaco was a finalist in the Wilkinson competition 
for the best numerical software written worldwide 
over a four-year period.

In 1995, as a White House fellow, Rob advised the 
Deputy Secretary and Secretary of the Treasury on 
technology modernization at the IRS. Upon return-
ing to Sandia in 1996, he led the Parallel Computing 
Sciences Department and an R&D group developing 

algorithmic technology 
and software tools in sup-
port of the laboratory’s 
scientific computing 
efforts. He subsequently 
led the computer and 
software systems group, a 
collection of four depart-
ments, which developed 
Red Storm, one of the 
world’s most capable 
supercomputers, in part-
nership with Cray Inc.

During his two years 
in Sandia’s Advanced 
Concepts Group studying 
long-term national secu-
rity issues, Rob concentrated on environmental stud-
ies. In 2002 he accepted his current role of Director 
of the Computing and Networking Services Center at 
Sandia, a 650-person organization providing IT infra-
structure and services to the laboratory. The center is 
responsible for the operation of world-class supercom-
puting platforms, enterprise computing platforms, 
voice and data networks, desktop support, and cyber 
security for a 10,000-person laboratory.

Rob met his wife, Robyn, through a mutual friend 
(with apparently pretty good matchmaking instincts) 
at Sandia, and they now have two little girls—Lauren 
aged 5, and Halie aged 2 (“and-a-half” she would be 
sure to add). The Lelands all enjoy living in the great 
outdoors in New Mexico, especially swimming in the 
summer and skiing in the winter. Even Halie was on 
the slopes at Taos this past winter!

Robert W. Leland, BS ’85,  

Electrical Engineering

Established in 2004, this award commemorates the outstanding professional contributions of John D. Ryder, 
former dean of the College of Engineering and a professor in the department. Nominations are made by alumni, 
faculty, and students. The department’s advisory committee selects the award winner in consultation with the 
chairperson. The award is given on the basis of contributions in furthering the mission of the department—
which is to provide undergraduate and graduate education characterized by quality, access, and relevance; and 
to develop distinctive research programs in electrosciences, systems, and computer engineering, with the promise 
of sustained excellence as measured in scholarship, external investment, reputation, and impact.



Past Recipients
2004  Kristin B. Zimmerman (BS ’87, MS ’90, PhD ’93) 2006  Patrick M. Miller (MS ’60, PhD ’66)
2005  Joseph C. Klewicki (BS ’83, PhD ’89) 2007 Donald B. Paul (BS ’68)

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

AWARD

Daniel J. Inman is 
the director of the 
Center for Intelligent 
Material Systems and 
Structures and the G.R. 
Goodson Professor 
in the Department 
of Mechanical 
Engineering at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute 
and State University 
(Virginia Tech). A 
prolific writer, Dan 
has published 8 books, 
8 software manuals, 
and many papers. He 
has given 35 keynote 
or plenary lectures. 

He is currently technical editor of the Journal of 
Intelligent Material Systems and Structures and the 
journal Shock and Vibration.

Dan is a fellow of the American Academy 
of Mechanics (AAM), the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers (ASME), the International 
Institute of Acoustics and Vibration (IIAV), 
the American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics (AIAA), and the National Institute 
of Aerospace (NIA). Always a leader in his 
profession, Dan is a founding member of the 
ASME Adaptive Structures and Material Systems 
Technical Committee and the AIAA Adaptive 
Structures Technical Committee. He won the 
ASME Adaptive Structures Award (2000), the 
ASME/AIAA SDM Best Paper Award (2001), the 
SPIE Smart Structures and Materials Lifetime 
Achievement Award (2003), and the 2007 ASME/
Boeing Best Paper Award. In 2007, he received 

the ASME Den Hartog Award for lifetime achieve-
ment in teaching and research in vibration. 

Dan earned his BS in physics at Grand Valley 
State College (1970). While teaching high school 
physics in Grand Rapids, Michigan, he earned 
an MAT in Physics from MSU (1975). He then 
enrolled full-time as a PhD student in physics. But 
through his acquaintance with Robert (“Bob”) 
Little, then chair of mechanical engineering, he 
was persuaded to switch to mechanical engineer-
ing. After completing his PhD, Dan became an 
assistant professor at the University of Buffalo, 
where he became an NSF Presidential Young 
Investigator in 1984. By 1992, when he joined 
Virginia Tech, he had risen to the position of 
department chair. Virginia Tech hired him as 
their Samuel Herrick Endowed Professor and as 
director of their Mechanical Systems Laboratory. 
Since 1998, he has been the G.R. Goodson 
Endowed Professor and director of the Center for 
Intelligent Material Systems and Structures. He 
holds a patent in smart structures on self-sensing 
actuation and has three pending patents.

Dan was a single parent while working on his 
PhD. His daughters have fond memories of MSU, 
especially of visiting the farms. Dan once man-
aged to get three tickets to watch Magic Johnson 
play basketball. But the girls were so terrified by 
the noise, they had to leave just ten minutes into 
the game! Jennifer (Scamacca) is now a part-
time teacher, and Angela (Petri) does Web-based 
marketing. Dan met his wife, Cathy (Bob Little’s 
daughter), at MSU. She was a 1978 graduate of 
the College of Human Ecology. They were mar-
ried in 1992. Their son Daniel will be a mechani-
cal engineering freshman at Virginia Tech this 
fall.

Daniel J. Inman, 

PhD ’80, Mechanical 

Engineering

Established in 2004, this award honors an alumnus of MSU’s Department of Mechanical Engineering who 
has a minimum of 15 years of professional experience in an engineering or engineering-related field; provides 
leadership in engineering, engineering education, the related sciences, or technical management; contributes 
to the department, the college, or MSU; and is actively involved in the community. The winner is selected in 
consultation with the department’s advisory committee and board of visitors.
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Past Recipients
2006   Eileen M. Slider (BS ’75, Central Michigan University, MA ’83, Michigan State University, 

secondary instructor for Webberville Community Schools)
2007   John W. Plough (BA ’78, MA ’84, Michigan State University, secondary instructor for East 

Lansing High School in Michigan)

GREEN APPLE

TEACHING AWARD

William Finch has been a professional educa-
tor in Denton, Texas, since 1986. As chair of the 
Mathematics Department for Denton High School, 
he has worked to increase the use of technology 
in mathematics education. Bill is a member of the 
district team that guides academic and curriculum 
issues. He provides technology instruction for the 
teaching staff and is a mentor to beginning teachers. 
He is also part of a team that has worked successfully 
to bring the International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme to Denton.

Bill has taught nearly every math course the high 
school offers, and his current assignment includes 
his favorite course—AP Statistics. Having taught 
statistics to more than 500 students, he finds that 
he enjoys statistics so much that he is now working 
toward a master’s degree in applied statistics through 
Texas A&M University.

He was named (2004-2005) Teacher of the Year by 
faculty and administrators at Denton High School. 
He has been named four times to Who’s Who 
Among America’s Teachers. He is most proud of the 
awards that have come from his students. Several 
times they have named him Most Challenging 
Teacher and Most Knowledgeable Teacher. In 2005 
the senior class selected him as Teacher of the Year. 
During the eight years Bill coached the interscho-
lastic mathematics team, they won the district cham-
pionship multiple times. “It is most rewarding,” he 
says, “to see my former students becoming educators. 
Recently, while I was attending training for mentor 
teachers, I had a surprising moment when I realized 
two of my former students were in the same training 
to become mentor teachers themselves!”

Bill studied electrical 
engineering at Purdue 
University for several 
years, then earned a BA 
in music education at 
South Dakota State 
University (1984). He 
earned his master teach-
er certificate at Texas 
A&M (2004). He applied 
his music training as a 
band director for the 
Chico Independent 
School District in Texas 
for one year in 1985.

Bill has significant 
family connections to both 
MSU and the College of 
Engineering. His father, 
Robert Finch, earned a BS 
(1958) and MS (1960) in electrical engineering at 
MSU. His mother, Jessie Cook, earned a BA in ele-
mentary education (1960). His grandfather, Dr. Ray 
L. Cook (BS agriculture 1927, MS soils science 1929) 
was a professor of soils science at MSU and retired as 
chair of the department in 1968.

Bill’s wife, Teresa, is the counselor at the dis-
trict’s alternative school, where she works with many 
troubled youth. Bill and Teresa live in Krum, Texas. 
Their daughter Ginger and her husband Juan live in 
nearby Coppell; and daughter Amber lives in Dallas. 
Bill enjoys backpacking (he has hiked nearly half of 
the Appalachian Trail) and playing music. He has 
played trumpet with the Denton Community Band.

William Finch, BA ’84, 

South Dakota State 

University; Master 

Teacher Certification ’04, 

Texas A&M University

Established in 2006 at the suggestion of College of Engineering Alumni Board member Joseph M. Colucci 
(BS ’58 Mechanical Engineering), the Green Apple Teaching Award honors a K-12 teacher who has inspired 
students to study math, science, and engineering. The Engineering Undergraduate Studies Office solicits 
nominations from our graduating seniors; the final winner is decided by the Engineering Undergraduate Studies 
Committee, which is made up of faculty and students. The honoree receives a cash award, and book scholarships 
are given to selected students from that teacher’s school district who opt to study engineering at MSU.
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Dean Lawrence Wayne Von Tersch established the Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1982. 
Claud Erickson, for whom the award was named, was the first recipient. Since then, it has been given annually 
to a College of Engineering graduate with a minimum of 15 years’ professional experience who has attained the 
highest level of professional accomplishment; provided distinguished and meritorious service to the College of 
Engineering and the engineering profession; and engaged in voluntary service at the local, state, national, and/
or international level.

Charles Brady spent his entire career at 
General Motors as a prolific scientist and 
engineer. His notable contributions to the 
industry have stood the test of time. A caring 
citizen, he has given of himself to serve soci-
ety, and he is a dedicated alumnus of MSU.

Chuck’s inventiveness and creativity 
were evident from the beginning at GM. 
During the early years, he helped design 
and develop test instruments for use during 
proving ground tests. Some are still in use 
today. He also developed safety and perfor-
mance criteria for radial tires, which led to 
the widespread use of radial tires. In 1985, 
the Society of Automotive Engineers elected 
him as a fellow in recognition of his Tire 

Performance Criteria, which set the stan-
dards for converting from bias to radial tires. 
He developed the first specifications that 
tied together vehicle performance and the 
tire, which improved both safety and fuel 
efficiency. In 1987, the General Technical 
Committee at GM honored Chuck for his 
contributions to automotive safety and test-
ing, saying “His outstanding judgment, 
cooperative spirit, insightful analysis, and 
dedication have earned for him the highest 
esteem.”

Chuck was instrumental in developing 
GM’s desert proving grounds in Mesa, 
Arizona, as well as in modernizing the prov-
ing grounds in Milford, Michigan, such 
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that Milford is now GM’s most technically 
advanced proving ground. He developed test 
procedures in vapor lock, air conditioning, 
engine cooling, and virtually every type of 
test carried out at the proving ground. Each 
August since retiring, Chuck journeys to the 
Milford, Michigan, proving ground to join 
other retired GM vice presidents for a review 
of current GM activities by the top three or 
four officers of GM and to view upcoming 
new models.

For ten years Chuck was responsible for 
the centers that designed all GM vehicles. 
Then in 1984, he was promoted to vice 
president, which further increased his 
responsibilities. He has been credited with 
catalyzing the movement within GM to focus 
on customer needs instead of relying on 
the principle that the corporation knows 
best. In keeping with that, he developed a 
program to scientifically measure how car 
owners used their vehicles in all sectors of 
the country. A colleague says, “He enjoyed 
a reputation for engineering integrity above 
all. Joined with that, he had a passion for 
pushing the profession’s understanding of 
vehicle dynamics and how vehicles, road 
conditions, environmental conditions, and 
driver behavior interact. Vehicle quality, reli-
ability and performance were improved, but 
also lives were saved and injuries mitigated 
as a result.”

A human resources colleague called 
Chuck “a breath of fresh air—a visionary 
leader, modeling integrity and character 
in all that he did.” He was always open to 
innovative programs to promote diversity 
in hiring. He appointed the first African 
American director of the proving ground 
in Mesa. He also authorized the funding of 
summer living quarters for minority engi-
neering college students from historically 
black southern colleges so they would have 

an opportunity to work as interns and be 
able to compete for GM engineering posi-
tions upon graduation.

As an MSU alumnus, Chuck represents 
the best of Spartan traditions. He has tire-
lessly championed MSU and is unflagging 
in his support. Chuck was a member of the 
College of Engineering Alumni Board from 
1973 to 1977, serving as chairman for two 
years. He and his wife, Mary Kay, gener-
ously donated time and money to MSU, 
becoming members of the John A. Hannah 
Society. They were regular attendees at foot-
ball games, president’s brunches, and local 
alumni gatherings in Naples, Florida. Mary 
Kay passed away in 2007 after 59 years of 
marriage.

Chuck’s mother, Haidee Judson Brady, 
graduated from MSU in 1917 and received 
a varsity letter for tennis (awarded retroac-
tively in 2002). Chuck’s daughter Kathy is 
a 1979 MSU graduate with a BS in public 
affairs, and his grandson Aidan holds a BS 
in agriculture and natural resources (2001). 
His daughter-in-law Cindy graduated from 
the MSU College of Law with honors in 
2006. While a student himself at MSU, 
Chuck recalls that he lived in a triple-decker 
bunk environment in Jenison Fieldhouse. 
There simply wasn’t enough housing for the 
huge influx of students. Many of them, like 
Chuck, were soldiers returning after the war. 

Chuck lives in Brighton, Michigan, with 
a seasonal home in Naples, Florida, and a 
summer home at Torch Lake in Michigan. 
He has a son, Robert Brady, of Muskegon, 
Michigan, and two daughters, Kathy Flippo 
of Connecticut (currently residing in 
Singapore for 2 years) and Lynn Strong of 
Brighton, Michigan.
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drive continuously since the program began 
during World War II.

He was a delegate to the Michigan 
Constitutional Convention, chairman of the 
Ingham County American Red Cross, and a 
trustee of St. Lawrence Hospital. He served 
at various times as president of the Lansing 
Rotary Club, the City Club of Lansing, the 
American Public Power Association, the 
Michigan Engineering Society, and the Greater 
Lansing Area Safety Council. 

He and his wife, Thelma, were the parents 
of one son and four daughters. He was an avid 
stamp collector and was considered one of the 
nation’s top authorities on electric-powered 
vehicles. He admired the simplicity of an elec-
tric car. He said, “It has only eight moving 
parts, and four of those are wheels.”

Always maintaining close ties with MSU, 
Claud served on the MSU Foundation’s first 
board of directors. He was asked by President 
John A. Hannah to oversee the construction 
of the Alumni Chapel. He also supervised the 
completion of 7,000 married-student housing 
units in just five months to accommodate U.S. 
servicemen returning to campus after World 
War II.

Claud always attended the spring com-
mencement exercises of MSU’s College of 
Engineering and the initiation ceremonies of 
the Chi Epsilon civil engineering honor soci-
ety, and he kept close tabs on each alumnus 
who won the Claud R. Erickson Award.

When asked by President Hannah at one 
point, “Why do MSU alumni come back 
to campus year after year?” he responded, 
“Because they love the University that offered 
them the hand of friendship and the open 
door of opportunity.”

Claud Erickson, 
born in Manistee, 
Michigan, lived 
from 1900 to 
1993. He had to 
help support his 
family during 
high school and 
took a full-time 
job immediately 
after graduation. 

At the urging of work associates who recog-
nized his talents, Claud began college, but 
it was a constant financial struggle. At times, 
faculty members chipped in to keep him in 
school.

Claud ultimately received four engineering 
degrees from MSU, beginning with a bachelor 
of science in 1922. He later earned degrees 
in mechanical (1927), electrical (1933), and 
civil engineering (1934) and held a consulting 
professional engineer’s license. He also studied 
law and was qualified to practice before the 
United States Supreme Court.

He became the director and general man-
ager of the Lansing Board of Water and Light 
and spent more than 50 years making the util-
ity a strong, progressive force in the Lansing 
area. He was a nationally respected figure in 
public works, and in 1971 the Board named a 
new power plant in Delta Township after him. 

Community activism was a way of life for 
Claud. He was the Ingham County chairman 
of the U.S. Treasury Savings Bond Drive for 
50 years, beginning in 1941. He was honored 
in 1991 at the age of 91 by the U.S. Treasury 
Department for his 50 years of patriotic vol-
unteer service. He was the only person in the 
United States known to have directed a local 
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1982 Claud R. Erickson  BS ’22, MS ’33 Electrical;
     MS ’27 Mechanical; MS ’34 Civil

1983 R. William Caldwell  BS ’38 Chemical 

1984 Harold C. MacDonald  BS ’40 Mechanical

1985 William J. Mottel  BS ’51 Chemical

1986 John H. Busch  BS ’51 Civil

1987 John D. Withrow  BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71 

1988 Melville R. Barlow  BS ’51 Mechanical

1989 Robert J. Schultz  BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69

1990 Harold F. Wochholz  BS ’58, MS ’59 Electrical

1991 William B. Larson  BS ’53 Metallurgical

1992 Gerald W. Pearson  BS ’55 Chemical

1993 Paul H. Woodruff  BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil

1994 Bernard A. Paulson  BS ’49 Chemical

1995 Robert M. Fredericks  BS ’67, MS ’68, PhD ’71 Electrical

1995 John C. O’Malia  MS ’72 Sanitary

1996 Richard M. Hong  MS ’67, PhD ’70 Electrical

1997 Charles R. Weir  BS ’42 Chemical

1998 Raymond S. Colladay  BS ’65, MS ’66, PhD ’69 Mechanical

1999 Leroy R. Dell  BS ’66 Civil

2000 Michael H. Dennos  BS ’43 Chemical

2001 Richard H. Brown  BS ’71 Mechanical

2002 Roger L. Koenig  BS ’76 Electrical

2003 Joseph M. Colucci  BS ’58 Mechanical

2004 George E. “Ted” Willis  BS ’42 Chemical 

2005 John Ogren BS ’65 Chemical

2006 James R. Von Ehr II BS ’72 Computer Science

2007 Joon S. Moon BS ’60 Chemical



DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD
1947 Charles Edward Ferris BS 1890 Engineering
1950 Jay Samuel Hartt BS ’15 Electrical
1951 Grover Cleveland Dillman BS ’13 Civil
1953 Charles D. Curtiss BS ’11 Civil
1953 Verne L. Ketchum BS ’12 Civil
1955 William Frank Uhl BS ’02 Engineering
1957 Maurice J. Day BS ’34, MS ’35, PhD ’37 Chemical
1957 P. Edward Geldhof BS ’14 Engineering
1957 Stanley B. Hunt BS ’29 Civil
1959 Louis A. Carapella BS ’37 Engineering
1959 Bernard F. Coggan, Jr. BS ’39 Engineering
1959 Arthur F. Vinson BS ’29 Engineering
1960 Christian F. Beukema BS ’40 Engineering
1961 James H. Foote BS ’14 Engineering
1961 Frederick H. Mueller BS ’14 Engineering
1962 Grayton F. Dressel BS ’24 Engineering
1962  Stanley V. Gunn BS ’47 Mechanical
1963 Richard W. Cook BS ’33 Engineering
1963 Walter F. Patenge BS ’23 Engineering
1965 John C. Mackie BS ’42 Engineering
1976 Clare F. Jarecki BS ’33 Civil
1978 William R. Barrett BS ’39 Engineering
1979 John R. Hamann BS ’37 Engineering
1984 John D. Withrow BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71
1987 Robert J. Schultz BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69
1991 Verghese Kurien MS ’48, PhD ’65 Mechanical
1998 Lloyd D. Ward BS ’70 Mechanical
1999 Richard L. M. Lord BS ’53 Chemical 
2002 Roger L. Koenig BS ’76 Electrical
2003 Joseph M. Colucci BS ’58 Mechanical
2003 Paul H. Woodruff BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil
2004 Alton L. Granger BS ’54 Civil
2004 James R. Von Ehr II BS ’72 Computer Science
2005 Gerald Elson BS ’64, MS ’65 Mechanical
2005 Ben Maibach III BS ’68 Civil
2006 Joon S. Moon BS ’60 Chemical
2007 Ghassem Asrar MS ’81 Civil
2007 Surinder Kapur BS ’64, MS ’65, PhD ’72 Mechanical
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DISTINGUISHED YOUNG ALUMNI AWARD

2007 Jeff Schmitz BS ’97 Mechanical

ALUMNI SERVICE AWARD

1998 Roger Bandeen BS ’72 Computer Science

1998 Leroy Dell BS ’66 Civil

1999 William Larson BS ’53 Metallurgical

2005 Molly Brennan BS ’82 Computer Science

2005 Michael McDonald BS ’87 Chemical

2006 Anan Chaikittisilpa MS ’69 Civil

HONORARY ALUMNI AWARD

2006 Mackenzie Davis Professor Emeritus, Civil

PHILANTHROPIST AWARD

2001 Alton L. Granger BS ’54 Civil
 and Janice M. Granger Nursing (1980)

JOON S. MOON DISTINGUISHED 
INTERNATIONAL ALUMNI AWARD RECIPIENTS

1994 Richard M. Hong MS ’67, PhD ’70 Electrical

1995 Samuel K. Nnama MS ’77, PhD ’79 Civil

1999 Khaled M. R. Abdulghani MS ’78, PhD ’82 Civil

2002 Lawrence Wong PhD ’70 Mechanical

2006 Surinder Kapur BS ’64, MS ’65, PhD ’72 Mechanical 
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