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PROGRAM

5:00 p.m. Cocktail Reception
6:00 p.m. Dinner
7:00 p.m. Presentation of Awards

Applied Engineering Sciences Distinguished Alumni Award
Steven J. Trecha

Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
George H. Wedgworth

Red Cedar Circle Award in Chemical Engineering and Materials Science
William B. Larson
Richard V. Pisarczyk

Civil and Environmental Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Paul H. Woodruff

Computer Science and Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Honda Shing

John D. Ryder Electrical and Computer Engineering Alumni Award
George H. Simmons

Mechanical Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Donald B. Paul

Green Apple Teaching Award
John W. Plough

Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumnus Award
Joon S. Moon

MENU

Hors d’oeuvres — wild mushroom and goat cheese crostini, 
Thai chicken and cashew spring roll, feta and sun-dried tomato in phyllo, 

prosciutto wrapped melon, wild mushroom and chive potato cakes 

Salad — wedge of iceberg with tomato, chopped egg, and bleu cheese dressing 

Main course — petite filet mignon with lemon grass demi-glace 
and salmon filet with ginger butter served with brown rice and barley pilaf 

Dessert — chocolate mousse cake
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Pillsbury, Burger King, Foundation Coal, the
state of Michigan, and Shell Oil Company. His
team has helped clients achieve hundreds of
millions of dollars in cost reduction and prof-
itability enhancements. Their approach and
results have been assessed as best practice in
multiple industries. Steve currently serves as the
head of global supply chain for IdeaSphere Inc.,
an international nutritional supplements pro-
ducer. 

Steve has been tapped as a supply chain
visionary by Purchasing Magazine, has authored
dozens of articles, and is a sought-after speaker.
He serves on multiple industry advisory boards.
He has been a scout leader, school volunteer,
and youth sports coach. He received the Chief
Okemos Council Boy Scouts of America District
Award of Merit and serves on the council’s exec-
utive board. He is also a member of the MSU
Football Players Association. 

Steve is the founder of Warblers Cove Family
Campground and RV Resort, a 700-acre, four-
lake resort campground, which is viewed as one
of northern Michigan’s most beautiful and natu-
ral campgrounds.

Steve and his wife, Ellen, are the proud par-
ents of sons Matthew and Erik and daughter
Alexandra. The Trechas actively participate in
their community and greatly enjoy international
travels. Members of St. John’s Student Parish,
they are involved in community and charitable
causes including St. Vincent DePaul, Mother
Theresa House, the Red Cross, East Lansing
Schools, and foundation programs. They enjoy
family time, reading, sports, and infrequent trips
to the exercise room.

APPLIED ENGINEERING

SCIENCES DISTINGUISHED

ALUMNI AWARD

Steven J. Trecha is
president and CEO of
Integrated Strategies,
Inc., a strategic sourc-
ing, supply chain, and
logistics consulting
firm. Co-founded by
Steve in 1990, the firm
is the only operations
consultancy that holds
the state of Michigan’s
Quality Leadership
Award. An original
member of the
Applied Engineering
Sciences Alumni
Advisory Board, Steve
currently serves as
chairperson.

A native of Swartz Creek, Michigan, Steve
earned his BS in Engineering Arts, then an MBA
in materials and logistics management at MSU
in 1982. He worked his way through school as
an automotive assembler at GM and an industry
quality assurance consultant. He held multiple
management positions at Harris Corporation in
Melbourne, Florida, then developed decision
support systems for Dialog Systems. He later
became the founding director of AT Kearny’s
North American Purchasing practice.

Steve has consulted with over 75 companies in
the Americas, Europe, the Middle East, and the
Asian Pacific Basin in more than 20 industries
ranging from aerospace, appliance, and automo-
tive, to steel, transportation, and utilities. Past
clients include Georgia-Pacific, Owens Corning,

Recipients of this award, established in 2004, must have a distinguished career, evidenced by significant 
accomplishments; possess high standards of integrity that positively reflect on the college and the university; 
be recognized for leadership in the community; and demonstrate support of the applied engineering sciences 
program (formerly engineering arts), the College of Engineering, and/or MSU. The winner is selected by the
applied engineering sciences alumni advisory board.
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2004  Philip L. Fioravante (BS ’84) 2006  Daniel Brouse (BS ’84)
2005  Jane E. Sydlowski (BS ’86)

Steven J. Trecha, BS ’80,

Engineering Arts /

Applied Engineering

Sciences

Past Recipients
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George is considered
a visionary in the Flori-
da agricultural industry.
Believing that things get
accomplished best
through teamwork, he
was instrumental in
founding many joint
marketing organizations
including the Florida
Celery Exchange, the
Florida Molasses
Exchange, Inc., and the
Florida Sugar
Marketing &
Terminal Associa-
tion, Inc. He has
served on community boards including the Florida
Agricultural Council, Junior Achievement of the
Palm Beaches, Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association,
Florida East Coast Railway Company, and the
Federal Land Bank Association of Miami, and he is a
founding director of the Bank of Belle Glade. He
and his company helped endow the University of
Florida’s George H. Wedgworth Leadership Institute
for Agriculture and Natural Resources, molded after
the MSU program founded by the late Dr. Eugene
Trotter and named for George in 2003. 

Among his many awards, last year George was pre-
sented with the prestigious Dyer Memorial Award:
Sugar Man of the Year. In 1994 he was inducted into
the Florida Agricultural Hall of Fame. He also
received the University of Florida’s Distinguished
Achievement Award and an Award of Merit for
Distinguished Service to Agriculture from Gamma
Sigma Delta, the honor society of agriculture
(University of Florida chapter). George enjoys ten-
nis, photography, woodworking, and gardening. 
He and Peggy have 4 children, 11 grandchildren,
and 4 great-grandchildren.

BIOSYSTEMS AND

AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD

George H. Wedgworth is president, CEO, chairman
of the board, and a director of Sugar Cane Growers
Cooperative (SCGC) of Florida, which harvests,
transports, and processes sugar cane and markets
raw sugar, producing 350,000 tons of raw sugar
annually. George was instrumental in forming this
agricultural enterprise in the 1960s. He also is the
chairman of the board of Wedgworth Farms, Inc., a
10,000-acre sugar cane farm near Belle Glade,
Florida, and a 10,000-acre cattle ranch in Okee-
chobee County. He is chairman of the board of
Wedgworth’s, Inc., the largest fertilizer company in
Florida. His son, Dennis, is the president and CEO
of both the farm and fertilizer operations. During
the past decade SCGC, along with Florida Crystals
Corporation, has acquired sugar refineries in four
other states and Canada, marketing sugar nationally
and internationally through Domino Foods, Inc.

Born in Starkeville, Mississippi, George spent his
first years at Michigan State College (now MSU),
where his father was a research assistant. Two years
later his father took a position at the University of
Florida’s newly organized Everglades Research and
Education Center in Belle Glade, Florida. His father,
an agronomist, saw the future of agriculture in the
Everglades and created Wedgworth Farms. He died
in a tragic accident when George was 10 years old.
But George’s mother, also a Michigan-Stater and an
amazingly strong woman, took over the family farm-
ing operations. George often visited family in Michi-
gan and learned to love the great state. In 1946, he
followed his high-school sweetheart, Peggy Rawls,
from Belle Glade to MSU, where she had a swim-
ming scholarship. As a freshman, George was the
last player cut from the MSU basketball team, but he
stayed on as student manager for four years and now
holds a lifetime membership in the Varsity Alumni
Club. Married in 1948, he and Peggy soon returned
to the family farm in Belle Glade, where he modern-
ized the celery harvesting operation and on-farm
irrigation systems, and helped to develop the con-
cept for a high-volume sugar cane delivery system. 

George H. Wedgworth, BS ’50,

Agricultural Engineering

Established in 2004, this award is given to an alumnus who has distinguished himself/herself as a leader 
in the biological/agricultural engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, and 
personal accomplishments. Alumni who have graduated at least ten years ago with an undergraduate and/or
graduate degree are considered.
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2004  Bill A. Stout (MS ’55, PhD ’59 ) 2006  Robert J. Gustafson, PE (PhD ’74)
2005  Benson J. Lamp (PhD ’60)

Past Recipients
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RED CEDAR CIRCLE AWARD IN CHEMICAL E

Initiated in 2000, this award recognizes MSU chemical engineering and materials science alumni for their 
distinguished service to the profession and outstanding commitment to the community. The Red Cedar River,
which passes through the center of the MSU campus, is a favorite gathering place. This award is named in
recognition of the importance of this landmark to MSU alumni. This year the department proudly recognizes 
two recipients.

William B. Larson
began his career at the
General Motors
Research Laboratories.
He moved to the GM
Central Foundry
Division in Saginaw
(1960–69) where he
became chief engineer.
He oversaw develop-
ment work on hypereu-
tectic aluminum silicon
alloys and the alloy
known as 390 and was
active in developing cast
aluminum cylinder
blocks, one-piece cylin-

der block coring, and the lost foam casting
process. He directed the development of pearlitic
malleable iron for crankshafts and connecting
rods, as well as the use of nodular iron in auto-
motive steering knuckles. These innovations led
to significant cost savings and are in common
automotive use today.

From 1969–71 Bill managed GM’s participation
in the National Highway and Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration’s first safety vehicle program. Under
his leadership, GM designed 22 vehicles for evalu-
ation by NHTSA that incorporated the first appli-
cation of many safety features in use today.

As director of engineering at GM’s UK sub-
sidiary, Vauxhall Motors Ltd. (1971–75), Bill 
was responsible for developing a full line of cars
and trucks. Later, as director of GM’s worldwide
product planning group, he oversaw plans for
downsizing GM vehicles in response to fuel econ-
omy legislation and led the teams whose initia-
tives resulted in joint ventures with Toyota and
Suzuki.

W illiam B. Larson, 

BS ’53, Metallurgical

Engineering

While he was director of engineering for 
GM’s Truck Group (1984 until his retirement in
1995), the entire product line was revised and
won three “Truck of the Year” awards. Trucks
grew from 19% to 40% of North American 
vehicle sales.

Bill has always maintained strong ties with
MSU. He served eight years on the Development
Fund Board. He was a member of the materials
science and metallurgy visiting board and also
served on the College of Engineering alumni
board for twelve years. He and his wife, Barbara,
established an endowment fund for the college 
in 1990. Bill maintains: “The university has 
done extremely well in spite of my advice.” 
The College of Engineering bestowed on him 
its highest honor in 1991—the Claud R. Erickson
Distinguished Alumnus Award. He received 
the MSU Alumni Association’s Service Award 
in 1999.

Bill is a member of the American Society for
Metals, the Engineering Society of Detroit, the
Institution of Mechanical Engineers (UK), in
which he is a fellow, and the Society of
Automotive Engineers. In 1994 the SAE elected
him a fellow and honored him with the Forest R.
McFarland Award.

Since retirement Bill has volunteered at Focus:
HOPE in Detroit where he helped organize an
engineering operation and mentored students.
He and Barbara live in Birmingham, Mich., and
spend summers at their home on Torch Lake.
They enjoy traveling the world and spending time
with the families of their two children and six
grandchildren.
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Rich is an
ExxonMobil represen-
tative to the Industrial
Research Institute
formed originally
under the auspices of
the National Research
Council. He was
recently appointed to
the Research,
Innovation and
Enterprise Council
chaired by the Prime
Minister of
Singapore. The
council advises 
the Singapore cab-
inet on how to encourage initiatives in science
and technology and catalyze new areas of eco-
nomic growth. ExxonMobil has been in
Singapore for over 100 years and is their single
largest foreign investor.

Rich and Mary live in McLean, Virginia,
where he has been a sponsor of programs that
encourage middle school students to explore
careers in science and mathematics. He is a sup-
porter of Higher Achievement, an initiative to
better prepare inner city children to obtain a
college degree. Their son, Michael, lives in
Midland, Mich., with his wife, Jennifer, and their
three children. Rich enjoys golf and woodwork-
ing and loves to vacation at Lochenheath in
Traverse City, Mich., and the Great Barrier Reef
in Australia.

Richard V. Pisarczyk has been president of
ExxonMobil Research and Engineering
Company since 2005. He first joined Mobil Oil
Corporation, Downstream in 1968, advancing
through positions in manufacturing, planning,
and supply, and in 1984 became manager of
Mobil’s Ferndale Refinery in Washington State.
Following that, he was vice president and gener-
al manager Olefins and Aromatics in the
Petrochemicals Division of Mobil Chemical
Company; manager of Planning & Financial
Analysis, Manufacturing, for U.S. Marketing &
Refining in Fairfax, Virginia; manager of the
Chalmette Refinery in Louisiana; manager of
Planning Coordination, Corporate Planning and
Economics at Mobil’s headquarters in Fairfax;
and in 1994 was appointed chairman and man-
aging director of Mobil Oil Australia and relo-
cated to Melbourne, Australia, for several years.  

In 1997, Rich was named vice president,
East/Gulf Coast Business, North America
Marketing & Refining. Through the merger
between Exxon and Mobil in 1999, he became
Regional Director, Americas of ExxonMobil
Chemical. In 2001 he was named Senior Vice
President Basic Chemicals and two years later
became Senior Vice President, Basic Chemicals
and Intermediates.

ExxonMobil has been an MSU donor for 25
years, providing matching gifts at a ratio of 3:1.
Rich makes a personal visit to campus each year
to deliver ExxonMobil’s matching gift check.
Rich and his wife, Mary, also established an
endowed discretionary fund in 2002 “to encour-
age progress and excellence within the
Department of Chemical Engineering and
Materials Science.”

L ENGINEERING AND MATERIALS SCIENCE

Richard V. Pisarczyk, BS ’68,

Chemical Engineering
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2000 R. William Caldwell (BS ’38)
Edwin J. Crosby (BS ’50)
Michael H. Dennos (BS ’43)
Bernard A. Paulson (BS ’49)
William J. Hargreaves (BS ’46)
John D. Hetchler (BS ’35)

Past Recipients

2000 C. Robert Weir (BS ’42)
Wilfred G. Shedd (BS ’50)

2004 Herb Kirby (BS ’56)
George E. “Ted” Willis (BS’42)

2005 John Ogren (BS ’65)
John W. Pridgeon (BS ’58)

2006 Joon S. Moon (BS ’60)
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Paul H. Woodruff of
Malvern, Pennsyl-
vania, is president of
Mistwood Enterprises
(an investment firm)
and a partner in Ros-
kamp Management
Company (a developer
and operator of 
continuing care retire-
ment communities and
medical office build-
ings). He is also the
major shareholder in
ECOR, an environ-
mental remediation
company, and eLab, an

environmental analytical laboratory in Holland,
Michigan. 

After college, Paul joined Dow Chemical
Company’s pollution control department. Two
years later, he joined a firm in Philadelphia that
provided environmental consulting services to
industry, where he became president eight years
later. In 1977 he founded the Environmental
Resources Management Group (ERM), an inter-
national environmental consultancy. When he
retired in 2001, ERM had become a $300-mil-
lion-a-year business and a global leader.

A registered PE in 13 states, Paul has served as
a trustee of the National Society of Professional
Engineers Political Action Committee (NSPE-
PAC). He is a Board Certified Environmental En-
gineer of the American Academy of Environmen-
tal Engineers and received their Gordon Maskew
Fair Award for excellence in environmental engi-
neering (1997). He also served as chairman of
the Steering Committee of Water Quality 2000
(1990-1995), a coalition of 80 national organiza-

Paul H. Woodruff, 

BS ’59, MS ’61, Civil

Engineering

tions working to recommend a plan to meet the
nation’s future water quality needs.

Special honors include MSU’s Distinguished
Alumni Award (2003); the Enterprise Award for
CEO of the Year sponsored by Business Philadel-
phia magazine and Eastern Technology Council
(1994); the Claud R. Erickson Award from
MSU’s College of Engineering for distinguished
service to the college and the engineering pro-
fession (1993); and the Roy F. Weston Award
from the Water Pollution Control Association of
Pennsylvania for outstanding achievements in
industrial waste management (1990).

Paul has a long-standing association with
MSU. He has served on the advisory board of
the Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering several times, was a Capital Cam-
paign consultant for the College of Engineering,
and has been president of MSU’s Philadelphia
Area Alumni Club. His wife, the Reverend Dr.
Marcia Woodruff, and their daughter, Janet
Billeter, are graduates of the MSU College of
Human Ecology. In 1993, Paul and his wife
established an endowed scholarship for high
school graduates qualifying for the Honors
College award, or undergraduates who demon-
strate excellence within the College of Engineer-
ing, College of Human Ecology, and/or the
Honors College. The Woodruffs are also mem-
bers of MSU’s Frank S. Kedzie Society.

In 1990, Paul created a Youth Exposition to
promote skill development among young people
in Chester County. As president of the West
Chester Rotary Club (in conjunction with Rotary
International’s Year of the Environment), Paul
led a four-year effort to improve the water supply
system for the Mexican community of Las
Animas. Paul is an elder in the Paoli Presbyterian
Church. He and Marcia have 6 children and 19
grandchildren.

6

CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL

ENGINEERING DISTINGUISHED

ALUMNI AWARD

Recipients of this award, first presented in 2003, must be: graduates of the department; national leaders in their
profession; contributors to the department, the college, or the university in some meaningful way; and community
leaders whose actions reflect favorably on Michigan State University. Nominations are made by faculty, alumni,
and other supporters of the department. The department’s professional advisory board selects the winner.

Past Recipients
2003  Leo Nothstine (BS ’38) 2005  Ben C. Maibach III (BS ’69)
2004  Leroy R. Dell (BS ’66) 2006  Alton L. Granger, PE (BS ’54)
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COMPUTER SCIENCE AND

ENGINEERING DISTINGUISHED

ALUMNI AWARD

InterVideo went
public in 2003. Their
revenue had advanced
1,012.2 percent, mak-
ing it the second-
fastest-growing private
company in the Bay
Area. By 2006,
InterVideo had 803
employees worldwide,
with regional offices
in Europe, Taiwan,
and Japan. Their rev-
enue was approxi-
mately $125 mil-
lion, with more
than 35 percent derived from the Japanese mar-
ket. The company offered a broad suite of
advanced digital video and audio multimedia
software products that allowed users to record,
edit, author, distribute, and play digital multime-
dia content on PCs and other devices. The com-
pany provided its software in up to 27 languages.
Around 200 million copies of the products have
been shipped with PCs from major OEMs
around the world. InterVideo was recently
acquired by Corel Corporation of Canada for 
a reported $198.6 million. 

Honda lives in San Mateo, California, with his
wife, Anne, and their three-year-old son, Daniel. 
He is an enthusiastic supporter of the College of
Engineering and MSU. Being a dedicated
Christian and Sunday School teacher, his next
goal in life is to further prepare himself for
Christian ministry. For his personal interest, he
also plans to re-enter school to pursue the study
of physics.

Honda Shing, a native of Taiwan, is a successful
entrepreneur and innovative software engineer.
He began his professional career prior to gradu-
ation, serving as system manager for MSU’s com-
puter science department as a PhD student,
where he made many significant contributions
to the department’s research computing facili-
ties. His PhD thesis solved a well-known difficult
problem in the design of shared-memory multi-
processors. He developed a set of tools and
scripts to efficiently manage a networked multi-
server computing environment, which became
known as “Honda Normal Form” and was adopt-
ed by other organizations. 

Upon leaving MSU, Honda joined Unisys
Corporation in San Jose, California, as a senior
software engineer, continuing his work on multi-
processor operating system design. He started
his own business in 1995—developing tools for
rapid development of application software sys-
tems. In 1998, he co-founded InterVideo as
chief technology officer, along with Steve Ro,
president and CEO. He initially operated from
his apartment in the Bay Area. InterVideo soon
became a leading provider of digital video disc
(DVD) software. 

Their first product, WinDVD, an application
for viewing DVDs on a PC, corresponded with
the initial surge in demand for DVD drives.
InterVideo was the first company to build a ver-
sion that worked on all Windows systems and
the first to provide a Lynx DVD software player.
The cross-platform advantage helped InterVideo
secure bundling deals with 13 of the 15 largest
PC manufacturers worldwide. A year after the
WinDVD’s introduction, the company was the
leading provider of DVD software. 

Honda Shing, MS ’88, 

PhD ’92, Computer Science
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Past Recipients
2004  Kevin J. Ohl (BS ’78) 2006  James R. Von Ehr II (BS ’72)
2005  Julie Louis-Benaglio (BS ’79)

Established in 2004, this award recognizes an alumnus who has distinguished himself/herself as a leader in 
the computer science and engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, and personal
accomplishments. Nominations are made by faculty, alumni, and other supporters of the department. 
The winner is selected by the department chairperson and advisory committee.
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JOHN D. RYDER

ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER

ENGINEERING ALUMNI AWARD

8

Past Recipients
2004  David A. Pahl (BS ’86) 2006  Gregg A. Motter (BS ’73, MS ’80)
2005  Brian M. Kent (BS ’80)

George H. Simmons is
COO of Simpler Net-
works in Bedminster,
New Jersey, where he is
responsible for product
line management, in-
cluding micro-electro
mechanical systems
(MEMS) research and
chip development, hard-
ware and software systems
development, and prod-
uct manufacturing.
Simpler Networks is a
pre-revenue, venture cap-
ital–backed startup com-
pany with operations in
Montreal and Hsinchu

City, Taiwan. 
George is past president and CEO of Cibernet,

located in Bethesda, Maryland, where he managed a
turnaround of the venture capital–backed wireless
services business, improving customer relationships
and cash flow while developing a strong management
team and improving the service delivery platform
technology. The company was recently sold to MACH
for over $200 million. 

George received an MS in electrical engineering
from the University of Michigan (1974), and a Master
of Management degree from Northwestern University
(1991). He subsequently worked at AT&T Bell Lab-
oratories (now Alcatel-Lucent) from 1974 to 2002,
including an assignment in Beijing, China (1995-97),
where he was vice president of the Network Wireless
business. His team was the first equipment manufac-
turer to build and successfully generate a CDMA net-
work call in China. 

As vice president of Research and Development
Operational Excellence for Lucent (1997–98),
George led the development and implementation of
new engineering processes for complex telecom net-
work solutions in five North American and interna-
tional projects. The quality of this work earned his
team the Bell Laboratories Presidents award for R&D
Operational Excellence. He was named vice president
and general manager of Lucent’s newly acquired $1
billion Access Technology business in 1998. He led
the product unit in designing, developing, and selling
ATM access data network equipment. Under his lead-
ership the product portfolio expanded and revenue
grew from $60 million per year to over $200 million
per year.

George has received many awards, including the
Lucent Wireless Explorers Award (1997) and the Lu-
cent Wireless CDMA Award (1997). He also received
two patents: Circuit for Eliminating Spurious Pulses in
a Dial Pulse Stream (1981), and Optical Data Link
Extension for Data Communication Networks (1987).

He generously supports his alma mater through
corporate donations. He has served on the electrical
engineering visiting board and is active in encourag-
ing other alumni to do likewise. He is on the MSU
Black Alumni (MSUBA) Endowment Campaign com-
mittee and formerly served on their board of direc-
tors. MSUBA is a nonprofit charitable organization
dedicated to improving communication among
African-American alumni and has raised over $1 mil-
lion for scholarships. George and his wife, Grayce, 
live in a lovely country home designed by Grayce in
Columbia, Maryland. They have two adult children:
daughter Gina and son Gavin, who lives in the 
Atlanta area with wife Nia, son Kaiyu, and daughter
Zenia. George is also a life member of Kappa Alpha
Psi fraternity.

George H. Simmons, 

BS ’73, PhD ’81, 

Electrical Engineering

Established in 2004, this award commemorates the outstanding professional contributions of John D. Ryder, 
former dean of the College of Engineering and a professor in the department. Nominations are made by alumni,
faculty, and students. The department’s advisory committee selects the award winner in consultation with the
chairperson. The award is given on the basis of contributions in furthering the mission of the department—
which is to provide undergraduate and graduate education characterized by quality, access, and relevance; and
to develop distinctive research programs in electrosciences, systems, and computer engineering, with the promise
of sustained excellence as measured in scholarship, external investment, reputation, and impact.
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Past Recipients
2004  Kristin B. Zimmerman (BS ’87, MS ’90, PhD ’93) 2006  Patrick M. Miller (MS ’60, PhD ’66)
2005  Joseph C. Klewicki (BS ’83, PhD ’89)

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

AWARD

Donald B. Paul is chief scientist for the Air
Vehicles Directorate of the Air Force Research
Laboratory at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
Ohio. The directorate conducts research and
development on flight vehicle integration and
flight demonstration, flight vehicle structures,
flight control, and aeromechanics. Don began his
career in 1968 at the Naval Weapons Center in
China Lake, California. He played a key role in
developing solid and ramjet missile structures and
insulation materials. 

After joining the Air Force Flight Dynamics
Laboratory in 1971, his career progressed from
basic research to providing scientific advice and
guidance throughout the Air Force Research
Laboratory. Don led the National Aerospace
Plane Airframe Structures and Materials Team,
which was responsible for the composite cryo-
genic tank, titanium metal and ceramic matrix
composite structures, and cooled leading edges.
He has been central in creating capability-based
visions to expand the role of Unmanned Air
Vehicles across the full spectrum of warfare and
to enable affordable and responsive access to
space and space travel. As the Air Force lead for
international groups such as the Technical
Cooperation Program and the NATO Research
Technology Organization, Don expanded his
existing national aging aircraft program to the
international community and led the develop-
ment of national/international coalitions to iden-
tify and advance technologies that solve critical
aging aircraft structures problems.

Don earned his MS in 1971 from the University
of Southern California and his doctorate in 1980
from Ohio State University, both in mechanical
engineering. He is the recipient of many honors,
among them the U.S. Presidential Meritorious

Senior Professional
Rank Award for life-
long service (2004). He
first became involved
with the American
Society of Mechanical
Engineers as a student
at MSU and was named
an ASME fellow in
1996. He is active in
the American Institute
of Aeronautics and
Astronautics and
became an AIAA fellow
in 2001. Don is a fre-
quently invited speaker
at universities and inter-
national technical sym-
posia and a chair of technical committees, work-
shops, and conferences. He has presented
mechanical engineering seminars at MSU.

Don enjoyed intramural sports at MSU. He
managed the Shaw Hall softball team and played
basketball and flag football. He fondly remembers
playing pickup basketball with mechanical engi-
neering professor Merle Potter (now retired) and
members of MSU’s then–national champion foot-
ball team.

The Pauls have lived in Bellbrook, Ohio, out-
side of Dayton, since 1971. Don has two adult
daughters, Michelle and Jennifer. While the chil-
dren were young, he coached little league and
volleyball. He and his wife, Leslee, are active in
the Bellbrook garden club. First introduced to
sailing while at MSU (on Lake Lansing) Don still
enjoys it. His favorite vacation place is the family’s
home on Lake Michigan in Charlevoix, where, of
course, he sails.

Donald B. Paul, 

BS ’68, Mechanical

Engineering

Established in 2004, this award honors an alumnus of MSU’s Department of Mechanical Engineering who 
has a minimum of 15 years of professional experience in an engineering or engineering-related field; provides
leadership in engineering, engineering education, the related sciences, or technical management; contributes 
to the department, the college, or MSU; and is actively involved in the community. The winner is selected in 
consultation with the department’s advisory committee and board of visitors.
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Past Recipients
2006  Eileen M. Slider (BS ’75, Central Michigan University, MA ’83, Michigan State University, 

secondary instructor for Webberville Community Schools)

GREEN APPLE

TEACHING AWARD

John W. Plough, a phys-
ical sciences and math
teacher at East Lansing
High School since
1985, was nominated
for the Green Apple
Teaching Award by
electrical engineering
senior Benjamin
Crowgey, who says, “Mr.
Plough encourages ana-
lytical problem solving,
pushing students
beyond the simple
answer. He illuminates
his lectures with a new
demonstration almost
every day. I am hon-

ored to have had him instruct me in physics and
in life. He inspires the people around him.”

During Ben’s first year at MSU, John continued
to make himself available to help him with chal-
lenging new information. Ben says, “It looks as if
Mr. Plough’s lessons will stay with me for the rest
of my life. Moments before I was rear-ended by a
semi truck this past summer, I thought of Mr.
Plough’s lecture on inertia. He said our heads are
giant balls of mass that don’t want to be moved,
so when your body moves suddenly, your head
tends to stay put, which can cause whiplash in a
car accident. So I pushed my head back into 
the headrest and waited. My car was totaled, but 
I was fine.”

John is the team adviser for East Lansing AP
physics students competing in the annual
University of Michigan Physics Olympiad. The
team placed first in both 2004 and 2006 and sec-
ond in 2005. He has been an assistant track coach
since 1989 and served as an assistant football
coach for six years. He participated in a National
Science Foundation Research Experience for
Teachers during the summers of 2002-2004, devel-
oping high-school level physics problem sets for
the LearningOnline Network with a Computer
Assisted Personalized Approach (LON-CAPA), an
integrated system for online learning and assess-
ment. He participated in an NSF-funded
Teaching Scholar Partnership Project at Lansing
Community College during two semesters, help-
ing science students interested in secondary edu-
cation careers to develop strong teaching skills.

He received an Excellence in the Art of
Teaching Award from the East Lansing Education
Foundation in 2006; has been recognized for his
teaching by the East Lansing High School Top
Scholars Program each year since 2003; received
an Excellence in Education Award from the
Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce in
1994; and received a University of Chicago
Outstanding Teacher Award in 1993.

He has been successful in obtaining three
grants: a Technology Development Grant from
Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Michigan (1996);
A GTE Growth Initiatives for Teachers Fellowship
to develop a team-taught algebra II /physics
course (1995-96); and a Physics of Atomic Nuclei
Teacher Fellowship from the MSU National
Superconducting Cyclotron Laboratory (1994).

John W. Plough, BA ’78,

M A ’84, Geography;

Secondary Education

Credential

Certification ’85, MSU

Established in 2006 at the suggestion of College of Engineering Alumni Board member Joseph M. Colucci 
(BS ’58 Mechanical Engineering), the Green Apple Teaching Award honors a K-12 teacher who has inspired
students to study math, science, and engineering. The Engineering Undergraduate Studies Office solicits 
nominations from our graduating seniors; the final winner is decided by the Engineering Undergraduate Studies
Committee, which is made up of faculty and students. The honoree receives a cash award, and book scholarships
are given to selected students from that teacher’s school district who opt to study engineering at MSU.
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Dean Lawrence Wayne Von Tersch established the Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1982.
Claud Erickson, for whom the award was named, was the first recipient. Since then, it has been given annually
to a College of Engineering graduate with a minimum of 15 years’ professional experience who has attained the
highest level of professional accomplishment; provided distinguished and meritorious service to the College of
Engineering and the engineering profession; and engaged in voluntary service at the local, state, national,
and/or international level.

Joon S. Moon is an inventor, an entrepreneur, 
a visionary, and a philanthropist — a Renais-
sance man who makes dreams come true. 
Joon came to MSU from his native South
Korea on the recommendation of an American
GI. After MSU, he earned a PhD (’63) in
chemical engineering from the University of
California–Berkeley, where he received a fel-
lowship from the U.S. Atomic Energy
Commission. After graduation, he worked for
chemical companies such as Celanese and
DuPont. He became a U.S. citizen in 1967.

In 1969, he bought a manufacturing compa-
ny in Howell, Michigan, thus founding Moon
Chemical. He went on to form a number of
successful companies, primarily in consumer

products, plastics, and the swimming pool
industries, through which he developed the
chemicals used in several popular household
products. Today, Joon owns two manufacturing
companies that produce household and indus-
trial cleaning products: the Rooto Corp., based
in Michigan, and Star Pacific, Inc., based in
California. He is also a founder of North
Pointe Insurance Co., based in Michigan. As
chairman of Mt. Rose Capital, Inc. (a holding
company in Vancouver, Washington) he now
spends most of his time in start-up capital ven-
tures and investment management. 

Joon is described as being “possessed of the
highest standard of personal integrity” and
capable of backing up an opinion “with strong

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
CLAUD R. ERICKSON

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD

Joon S. Moon, 

BS ’60, Chemical Engineering
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logic, a sense of history, and knowledge that
could only be obtained from researching each
subject.” His own clear values inspire the peo-
ple and corporations he works with to exempli-
fy good citizenship while achieving their busi-
ness goals. 

Joon’s interests reach beyond business and
academics. As a teenager, he won first place in
the 1955 Korean National High School Judo
Championship. Thirty-one years later, in 1986,
he won first place in the United States Senior
National Judo Championship, in the 45-49 age
bracket. He met his wife, Zaiga, at MSU; she
received her BA (’62) in Communication Arts
and Sciences and later an MA from Stanford
University. Joon and Zaiga raised four talented
children who are carrying on the Moon family
values of hard work, respect, and integrity. 
The Moons’s primary home is in Vancouver,
but they spend several months a year in
Sonoma Valley, California, where their two-acre
vineyard produces 2,000 bottles a year of a
blended Cabernet and Merlot wine, appropri-
ately named Moonstar, which Joon gives away
to friends. 

Joon has served on the boards of numerous
universities and corporations, and was appoint-
ed in 1991 by Governor John Engler to the
Michigan International Trade Authority, 
which provides export assistance for small 
and medium-sized companies. But he is best
known to us as a member of the MSU family.
He provided significant leadership to the 
MSU Foundation during the nineties. MSU
Vice President Chuck Webb says, “Joon shaped
MSU’s future as chairman of both the board
and its Technology Committee.” Joon has 
also served as a member of the College of
Engineering Alumni Board. 

As recognized by their membership in the
John Hannah Society, Joon and Zaiga have
provided generous financial support to MSU,

including MSU
Libraries, the Eli
Broad College of
Business, and
MSU’s Inter-
national Music
Festival. One of
their prominent
gifts was the
Mirdza Kuze
Library Endow-
ment Fund,
named for Zaiga’s
mother, which
enabled MSU
Libraries to begin
a Baltic collection
for Latvian,
Lithuanian, and
Estonian materials.
Another gift in 1991 established the Joon S.
Moon Distinguished International Alumni
Award, which each year honors an MSU 
graduate who has brought special credit to
MSU through outstanding contributions 
in the international field. In 2006, the 
MSU Alumni Association gave Joon the
Distinguished Alumni Award. MSU President
Lou Anna K. Simon says of Joon and Zaiga
Moon: “This record of service and support
reflects their longstanding dedication 
to MSU.”
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drive continuously since the program began
during World War II.

He was a delegate to the Michigan
Constitutional Convention, chairman of the
Ingham County American Red Cross, and a
trustee of St. Lawrence Hospital. He served at
various times as president of the Lansing
Rotary Club, the City Club of Lansing, the
American Public Power Association, the
Michigan Engineering Society, and the Greater
Lansing Area Safety Council. 

He and his wife, Thelma, were the parents of
one son and four daughters. He was an avid
stamp collector and was considered one of the
nation’s top authorities on electric-powered
vehicles. He admired the simplicity of an elec-
tric car. He said, “It has only eight moving
parts, and four of those are wheels.”

Always maintaining close ties with MSU,
Claud served on the MSU Foundation’s first
board of directors. He was asked by President
John A. Hannah to oversee the construction of
the Alumni Chapel. He also supervised the
completion of 7,000 married-student housing
units in just five months to accommodate U.S.
servicemen returning to campus after World
War II.

Claud always attended the spring commence-
ment exercises of MSU’s College of
Engineering and the initiation ceremonies of
the Chi Epsilon civil engineering honor socie-
ty, and he kept close tabs on each alumnus
who won the Claud R. Erickson Award.

When asked by President Hannah at one
point, “Why do MSU alumni come back to
campus year after year?” he responded,
“Because they love the University that offered
them the hand of friendship and the open
door of opportunity.”

Claud Erickson,
born in
Manistee,
Michigan, lived
from 1900 to
1993. He had to
help support his
family during
high school and
took a full-time
job immediately
after graduation.

At the urging of work associates who recog-
nized his talents, Claud began college, but it
was a constant financial struggle. At times, fac-
ulty members chipped in to keep him in
school.

Claud ultimately received four engineering
degrees from MSU, beginning with a bachelor
of science in 1922. He later earned degrees in
mechanical (1927), electrical (1933), and civil
engineering (1934) and held a consulting pro-
fessional engineer’s license. He also studied
law and was qualified to practice before the
United States Supreme Court.

He became the director and general manag-
er of the Lansing Board of Water and Light
and spent more than 50 years making the utili-
ty a strong, progressive force in the Lansing
area. He was a nationally respected figure in
public works, and in 1971 the Board named a
new power plant in Delta Township after him. 

Community activism was a way of life for
Claud. He was the Ingham County chairman of
the U.S. Treasury Savings Bond Drive for 50
years, beginning in 1941. He was honored in
1991 at the age of 91 by the U.S. Treasury
Department for his 50 years of patriotic volun-
teer service. He was the only person in the
United States known to have directed a local

13

CLAUD R. ERICKSON

LP1.97010  5/2/07  12:22 AM  Page 15



CLAUD R. ERICKSON
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD RECIPIENTS
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1982 Claud R. Erickson BS ’22, MS ’33 Electrical;
MS ’27 Mechanical; MS ’34 Civil

1983 R. William Caldwell BS ’38 Chemical

1984 Harold C. MacDonald BS ’40 Mechanical

1985 William J. Mottel BS ’51 Chemical

1986 John H. Busch BS ’51 Civil

1987 John D. Withrow BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71

1988 Melville R. Barlow BS ’51 Mechanical

1989 Robert J. Schultz BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69

1990 Harold F. Wochholz BS ’58, MS ’59 Electrical

1991 William B. Larson BS ’53 Metallurgical

1992 Gerald W. Pearson BS ’55 Chemical

1993 Paul H. Woodruff BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil

1994 Bernard A. Paulson BS ’49 Chemical

1995 Robert M. Fredericks BS ’67, MS ’68, PhD ’71 Electrical

1995 John C. O’Malia MS ’72 Sanitary

1996 Richard M. Hong MS ’67, PhD ’70 Electrical

1997 Charles R. Weir BS ’42 Chemical

1998 Raymond S. Colladay BS ’65, MS ’66, PhD ’69 Mechanical

1999 Leroy R. Dell BS ’66 Civil

2000 Michael H. Dennos BS ’43 Chemical

2001 Richard H. Brown BS ’71 Mechanical

2002 Roger L. Koenig BS ’76 Electrical

2003 Joseph M. Colucci BS ’58 Mechanical

2004 George E. “Ted” Willis BS ’42 Chemical

2005 John Ogren BS ’65 Chemical

2006 James R. Von Ehr II BS ’72 Computer Science
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DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD
1947 Charles Edward Ferris BS 1890 Engineering
1950 Jay Samuel Hartt BS ’15 Electrical
1951 Grover Cleveland Dillman BS ’13 Civil
1953 Charles D. Curtiss BS ’11 Civil
1953 Verne L. Ketchum BS ’12 Civil
1955 William Frank Uhl BS ’02 Engineering
1957 Maurice J. Day BS ’34, MS ’35, PhD ’37 Chemical
1957 P. Edward Geldhof BS ’14 Engineering
1957 Stanley B. Hunt BS ’29 Civil
1959 Louis A. Carapella BS ’37 Engineering
1959 Bernard F. Coggan, Jr. BS ’39 Engineering
1959 Arthur F. Vinson BS ’29 Engineering
1960 Christian F. Beukema BS ’40 Engineering
1961 James H. Foote BS ’14 Engineering
1961 Frederick H. Mueller BS ’14 Engineering
1962 Grayton F. Dressel BS ’24 Engineering
1962 Stanley V. Gunn BS ’47 Mechanical
1963 Richard W. Cook BS ’33 Engineering
1963 Walter F. Patenge BS ’23 Engineering
1965 John C. Mackie BS ’42 Engineering
1976 Clare F. Jarecki BS ’33 Civil
1978 William R. Barrett BS ’39 Engineering
1979 John R. Hamann BS ’37 Engineering
1984 John D. Withrow BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71
1987 Robert J. Schultz BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69
1991 Verghese Kurien MS ’48, PhD ’65 Mechanical
1998 Lloyd D. Ward BS ’70 Mechanical
1999 Richard L. M. Lord BS ’53 Chemical
2002 Roger L. Koenig BS ’76 Electrical
2003 Joseph M. Colucci BS ’58 Mechanical
2003 Paul H. Woodruff BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil
2004 Alton L. Granger BS ’54 Civil
2004 James R. Von Ehr II BS ’72 Computer Science
2005 Gerald Elson BS ’64, MS ’65 Mechanical
2005 Ben Maibach III BS ’68 Civil
2006 Joon S. Moon BS ’60 Chemical

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AWARD RECIPIENTS
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ALUMNI SERVICE AWARD

1998 Roger Bandeen BS ’72 Computer Science

1998 Leroy Dell BS ’66 Civil

1999 William Larson BS ’53 Metallurgical

2005 Molly Brennan BS ’82 Computer Science

2005 Michael McDonald BS ’87 Chemical

2006 Anan Chaikittisilpa MS ’69 Civil

HONORARY ALUMNI AWARD

2006 Mackenzie Davis Professor Emeritus, Civil

PHILANTHROPIST AWARD

2001 Alton L. Granger BS ’54 Civil
and Janice M. Granger Nursing (1980)

JOON S. MOON DISTINGUISHED

INTERNATIONAL ALUMNI AWARD RECIPIENTS

1994 Richard M. Hong MS ’67, PhD ’70 Electrical

1995 Samuel K. Nnama MS ’77, PhD ’79 Civil

1999 Khaled M. R. Abdulghani MS ’78, PhD ’82 Civil

2002 Lawrence Wong PhD ’70 Mechanical

2006 Surinder Kapur BS ’64, MS ’65, PhD ’72 Mechanical 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AWARD RECIPIENTS
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