
Alumni Awards
Banquet
May 7, 2005



PROGRAM

5:00 p.m. Cocktail Reception
6:00 p.m. Dinner
7:00 p.m. Presentation of Awards

Applied Engineering Sciences Distinguished Alumni Award
Jane E. Sydlowski

Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Benson J. Lamp, PhD

Red Cedar Circle Award in Chemical Engineering and Materials Science
John Ogren
John Warren Pridgeon

Civil and Environmental Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Ben C. Maibach III

Computer Science and Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Julie Louis-Benaglio

John D. Ryder Electrical and Computer Engineering Alumni Award
Dr. Brian M. Kent

Mechanical Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Joseph C. Klewicki

Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumnus Award
John Ogren

MENU

Hors d’oeuvres – mozzarella and Roma tomato crostini, Southwest quesadillas, wild mushroom
skewers, roasted asparagus canapés with prosciutto, Maryland crab cakes with orange cocktail sauce

Harvester Salad

Petite filet mignon in a pinot noir sauce and breast of chicken in a boursin cheese sauce 
served with portobello potato cakes

Triple chocolate torte
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better value to clients and enables AMI to adapt
quickly to the marketplace.

Under Jane’s leadership, AMI was recognized
among the 2003 Deloitte Fast 500 public and 
private technology companies; the 2002 and 2003
Inc 500 fastest growing private companies; and the
2003 Crain’s Best Places to Work. She was named
one of Michigan’s top 100 leaders by the Detroiter
magazine and listed among the 2004 Top Women
in Computing by the Association of Women 
in Computing.

Jane has an MBA from Wayne State University
(1990). She successfully completed the marketing
program of Thomas Learning Center and is a grad-
uate of the Dale Carnegie human relations and
sales courses.

She created a nonprofit charity, All Hands
Matter, to foster community relationships and good
will. She speaks twice a year to graduate students in
the Wayne State University entrepreneurial pro-
gram, and belongs to Menttium 100, which mentors
Michigan’s youngest and brightest business profes-
sionals. She serves on the boards of the Michigan
Council of Women in Technology, GreenPath debt
solutions, and Credit Counseling Centers, Inc.

Jane lives in Plymouth, Michigan, with her 
husband, Joel, and three young children: Jake,
Justin, and Jenna. The family enjoys attending ball
games together and loves music. The children are
learning piano, and Jane is a leader in the chil-
dren’s music ministry at their church. She says,
“Both church and my family keep me grounded in
the priorities of life.”

APPLIED ENGINEERING

SCIENCES DISTINGUISHED

ALUMNI AWARD

Jane Sydlowski has
more than eight-
een years’ experi-
ence in the
telecommunica-
tions industry. She
began as an engi-
neer in the trunk
engineering
switched access
department at
Ameritech (for-
merly Michigan
Bell) in
Southfield,
Michigan. She

published opinion
papers directed to the Federal Communications
Commission and wrote procedures for handling
new services. Additionally, she coordinated the
enhanced 911 circuit quantities for the City 
of Detroit.

Jane founded AMI Strategies (formerly American
Megacom) in 1991 to help businesses navigate the
rough waters that followed in the wake of telecom-
munications deregulation. AMI designs, builds, and
manages a client’s technology infrastructure (voice
communications, data, structured cabling, and
video) while finding ways to lower their communi-
cations costs. Jane’s vision as president includes
client satisfaction, profitable growth, respect for the
individual, and employee empowerment. She
believes a team-focused organization provides 

Recipients of this award, established in 2004, must have a distinguished career, evidenced by significant accom-
plishments; possess high standards of integrity that positively reflect the prestige of the college and the university;
be recognized for leadership in the community; and demonstrate support of the applied engineering sciences pro-
gram (formerly engineering arts), the College of Engineering, and/or MSU. The winner is selected by the applied
engineering sciences alumni advisory board.
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2004  Philip L. Fioravante (BS ’84)

Jane E. Sydlowski, BS ’86,
Engineering Arts

Past Recipient



Ben was named a distinguished alumnus by
both Ohio State
and Michigan
State Universities
and is a member
of Tau Beta Pi
and Gamma
Sigma Delta. A
member of the
American
Society of
Agricultural
Engineers, Ben
is both a past
president and a
McCormick-Case
Gold Medal hon-
oree. The National Academy of Engineering
cited him for “Research and development of
harvesting machinery and commercialization
of agricultural equipment worldwide.” He is
also a member of CAST (Council for
Agricultural Science and Technology) and the
Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity, which recog-
nized him as a “brother of the century” during
the 2004 Century of Progress celebration.

Ben and his wife, Jane, have four children,
all graduates of MSU, one a chemical engineer.
They have 10 grandchildren, whom Ben
describes as “athletes and scholars.” Ben’s hob-
bies are golf and bridge. The Lamps enjoy
membership in three country clubs—one in
Ohio, one at Hilton Head, South Carolina, and
one in Venice, Florida.

BIOSYSTEMS AND

AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD

Benson Lamp, of Dublin, Ohio, is president
and general manager of BJM Company, which
deals in land development, rental buildings,
and farming. He retired in 1992 as a professor
emeritus from Ohio State University, where he
had earlier earned his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in agriculture and agricultural engi-
neering. He was employed in OSU’s agricultural
experiment station from 1949 to 1961 and 1987
to 1992. In 1956, students in the College of
Agriculture chose him to receive the Professor
of the Year award. Ben conducted early soy-
bean harvesting research and demonstrated
more efficient harvest systems. Some of his
other research contributed to improvements in
farm safety, including identifying slow-moving
vehicles. He detected a design flaw in portable
farm elevators that allowed them to collapse
under certain common conditions. Based on
Ben’s recommendations, all elevator manufac-
turers took corrective action.

Between long periods as an educator and
researcher, Ben made a foray into industry. He
was an agricultural research engineer for two
years for Massey Ferguson, then was an execu-
tive in Ford Tractor Operations and Ford
Aerospace from 1963 to 1987. Between 1971
and 1973, he lived in Brussels and marketed
Ford tractors in Europe. He also made seven
trips overseas to develop business relations with
the People’s Republic of China. Ben coordinat-
ed worldwide marketing and business plans for
Ford Aerospace, which included the design
and launch of the first satellite system for
India.

Benson J. Lamp, PhD ’60,
Agricultural Engineering

Established in 2004, this award is given to an alumnus who has distinguished himself/herself as a leader in
the biological/agricultural engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, and
personal accomplishments. Alumni who have graduated at least ten years ago with an undergraduate and/or
graduate degree are considered.
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2004  Bill A. Stout (MS ’55, PhD ’59 )
Past Recipient



CHEMICAL ENGINEERING AND MATERIALS

Initiated in 2000, this award recognizes MSU chemical engineering and materials science alumni for their dis-
tinguished service to the profession and outstanding commitment to the community. The Red Cedar River, which
passes through the center of the MSU campus, is a favorite gathering place. This departmental award is named
in recognition of the importance of this landmark to MSU alumni. This year the department proudly  recognizes
two recipients.

John Ogren’s
stellar career in
industry spans
37 years at the
senior manage-
ment level,
including the
oversight of proj-
ects in Europe,
South America,
and Canada.
John started out
as a process
engineer for
Conoco in

Ponca City,
Oklahoma. A few years into his career, he was
given the responsibility of designing a large nat-
ural gas processing facility in England. He
became the technical services superintendent of
that plant, ultimately moving up to senior vice
president of administration for Conoco. When
DuPont acquired Conoco in the mid-1970s,
John negotiated a complex asset sale while
ensuring compassionate treatment for affected
employees. Recognizing John’s abilities, DuPont
tapped him to be president of DuPont Canada
and, later, executive vice-president for DuPont’s
human resources.

In 1983 John completed the Stanford
Executive Program, which trains executives for
high-level global management. In 1994, becom-
ing president and CEO of Production
Operators, an oil well services company in
Houston, he led the company to a number-one
position among its competitors before retiring
in 1999. John was chairman of Visual
Intelligence Systems, Inc., until 2002. He is 

John Ogren, BS ’65, 
Chemical Engineering

currently a non-executive chairman of
WellDynamics, a high-tech oilfield service com-
pany in Houston, Texas, and serves on the
boards of three additional companies. He
recently completed a term as president of Silver
Fox Advisors (retired CEOs and entrepreneurs
who mentor business leaders).

John is a registered Professional Engineer in
Oklahoma and a member of the American
Institute of Chemical Engineers, the Society of
Petroleum Engineers, and the American
Petroleum Institute.

John married his wife, Chris, while they were
MSU students. They have three children—Eric,
Brent, and Heather—and four grandchildren.
Over the years, John and Chris have been vitally
engaged in philanthropic endeavors. The
Ogren Family Trust supports many local causes,
and the Ogrens are involved in the hands-on
running of several community service groups.

John and Chris have generously provided
financial support to the College of Engineering,
in particular for the 1997 addition to our build-
ing—the Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Institute
for Materials Research. John is a past member
of both the advisory board for the Department
of Chemical Engineering and Materials Science
and of the college alumni board.

A long-term associate of John’s says: “He is
one of the most principled men I have ever
known.” Another colleague says: “John is mak-
ing a difference in Houston. He is inspiring,
keenly aware of possibilities, compassionate, and
fun. He and Chris have always shared their lives,
time, resources, and talents with others.”

John is also this year’s recipient of the
College of Engineering Claud R. Erickson
Distinguished Alumnus Award.
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supporters. A
number of his sib-
lings, nieces, and
nephews are MSU
alumni. His broth-
er, Dean
Pridgeon, was
president of the
MSU Board of
Trustees (1985-
1992). John and
his wife, Nancy,
met as students
working on a float
for the MSU
Water Carnival.
(The Water Carnival is being brought back on
October 7 as part of a weekend-long series of
events to celebrate MSU’s sesquicentennial.)

A man who lived life to the fullest, John had
many interests. He was active in his local
Presbyterian church in Charlotte, North Carolina.
He and Nancy have three children and six grand-
children, in whom John delighted. It was John’s
heritage to be an enthusiastic golfer. His yearly
family reunion in Michigan was called “The
Pridgeon Open.” He and Nancy enjoyed art and
theater together; they also enjoyed trips sponsored
by the MSU Alumni Association, their last trip
together being MSU’s Russian barge trip in 2002.

John Pridgeon began his career at the U.S.
Department of Energy’s Y-12 plant in Oak Ridge,
Tennessee. While employed, he earned an MS in
metallurgical engineering (1963) from the
University of Tennessee. He then spent 10 years in
managerial positions at the Stellite Division of
Cabot Corporation in Kokomo, Indiana. He
attended the Harvard Business School’s 70th
Advanced Management Program in June 1975.
John subsequently served as president of Special
Metals Corporation in New Hartford, New York,
until 1985, when he became president of his own
consulting company and of Chemtech, Ltd. of
Utica, New York. Beginning in 1988, he was a sen-
ior executive at Allvac, an Allegheny Technologies
Company, retiring as senior vice president in 2001,
and thereafter serving the company as a consult-
ant. He also consulted for the Department of
Energy and various industrial firms.

Always active in ASM International (formerly
American Society for Metals), John became a fel-
low in 1973 and served as both president (1985-
86) and treasurer (2001-03). He was also chair of
the local Carolinas Southern Piedmont Chapter
(2003-04). In 2002 he received the prestigious
Medal for the Advancement of Research in recog-
nition of his leadership in developing advanced
processes and alloys. The American Vacuum
Society gave him an award in 1999 for 35 years of
contributions to vacuum metallurgy.

John hails from a family of ardent MSU 

The Department of Chemical Engineering and Materials Science is honored to present this award
to John Warren Pridgeon posthumously.

SCIENCE RED CEDAR CIRCLE AWARD

(awarded in 2000)
R. William Caldwell (BS ’38)
Edwin J. Crosby (BS ’50)
Michael H. Dennos (BS ’43)
Bernard A. Paulson (BS ’49)

John Warren Pridgeon 
(1935-2004), BS ’58,

Metallurgical Engineering
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William J. Hargreaves (BS ’46)
John D. Hetchler (BS ’35)
C. Robert Weir (BS ’42)
Wilfred  G. Shedd (BS ’50)

Past Recipients

(awarded in 2004)
Herb Kirby (BS ’56) George E. “Ted” Willis (BS ’42)



CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL

ENGINEERING DISTINGUISHED

ALUMNI AWARD

Recipients of this award, first presented in 2003, must be: graduates of the department; national leaders in their
profession; contributors to the department, the college, or the university in some meaningful way; and communi-
ty leaders whose actions reflect favorably on Michigan State University. Nominations are made by faculty, alum-
ni, and other supporters of the department. The department’s professional advisory board selects the winner.

Ben Maibach,
sometimes called
“Ben Three,” 
represents the
third generation
at Barton Malow, 
a construction
services 
company. 

Ben III began
as a laborer at
Barton Malow in
1964, advanced
through positions
of increasing
responsibility,

and ultimately
became chairman in 2002. Under his guidance,
the company grew from a single office in
Southfield, Michigan, to a $1-billion-a-year enter-
prise, with five regional offices, and specialties in
health, education, industrial construction, and
sports facilities. (Barton Malow is handling the
Spartan Stadium addition that is currently under-
way on campus.) The company has won awards
for encouraging diversity, for excellence and
innovation in construction, for construction safe-
ty, and for employee empowerment. Barton
Malow has been repeatedly ranked as one of the
best places to work. It was the first construction
company in the nation to have a profit-sharing
plan for its employees. 

Ben C. Maibach III, BS ’68, 
Civil Engineering

A lifelong resident of Detroit, Ben devotes
about 500 hours per year to charitable and civic
causes. Community service has become a key
value within his company’s corporate culture. He
has served as a director and chairman of the
Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce and of
the YMCA of Metropolitan Detroit; and as a
board member for New Detroit Inc., the
Community Foundation for Southeastern
Michigan, and the United Way. He has worked
with the Committee to Rebuild Detroit, Paint the
Town, Hospice of Southeastern Michigan, and
Wellspring. Ben and his wife, Barbara, also an
MSU graduate, have generously supported MSU
over the years, as evidenced by their membership
in the John A. Hannah Society.

The Engineering Society of Detroit gave Ben
an Outstanding Civic Involvement Award and
membership in their College of Fellows. He
received an honorary doctorate of engineering in
1996 from Lawrence Technological University. He
also received WJR radio station’s Humanitarian of
the Year Award in 2002. According to a colleague,
“Ben has an impeccable sense of integrity. He
engages people and makes them comfortable.”
Another says, “He not only seeks to do what is
right and just, he does so in such a manner that
everyone wants to follow his lead.”
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2004  Leroy R. Dell (BS ’66)

Past Recipients



COMPUTER SCIENCE AND

ENGINEERING DISTINGUISHED

ALUMNI AWARD

Established in 2004, this award recognizes an alumnus who has distinguished himself/herself as a leader in the
computer science and engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, and personal
accomplishments. Nominations are made by faculty, alumni, and other supporters of the department. The win-
ner is selected by the department chairperson and advisory committee.

advisory committees
for the Department
of Computer Science
and Engineering.
She recently estab-
lished the Julie Louis-
Benaglio Endowed
Excellence Fund,
which supports the
Department of
Computer Science
and Engineering and
the MSU student
chapter of SWE.
With this endow-
ment, which includes HP matching funds,
Julie’s intent is to provide scholarship funds 
for female students pursuing a degree in com-
puter science and engineering and to support
SWE activities such as attendance at national
conferences.

Julie’s husband, Jim, is an electrical engineer
and University of Michigan graduate. Their
mutual love of music and guitar playing brought
them together in a church folk group. Their
school rivalry is obvious only on MSU vs. U of M
game days. Jim and Julie have two daughters,
Jessie and Jamie, both of whom demonstrate
strengths in math, music, and sports. Their col-
legiate preferences are undetermined, but Julie
has made clear her allegiance to the green and
white.

Julie Louis-Benaglio recently celebrated her
25th anniversary with Hewlett-Packard in
Livonia, Michigan. She has provided technical
consulting to HP customers across the United
States, and overseen numerous customer com-
puter system implementations. In her current
position, she delivers technical support services
to HP’s mission critical/high availability and
strategic accounts within Michigan. Her respon-
sibilities lie in proactively maintaining a high
level of technical and operational expertise
while tracking industry trends. Familiarizing
herself with her customers’ IT environments
and business goals, she plays a lead role in deliv-
ering complex solutions. Over the years HP
management has honored her with Most
Valuable Player and Top Performer awards for
outstanding customer support.

Julie’s membership in the Society of Women
Engineers (SWE) began in the student chapter
at MSU, and carried over to membership in the
Detroit Area Professional Chapter of SWE.
While a student at MSU, Julie was one of a
handful of women in the College of
Engineering. In her zeal to support females in
technical fields, she has judged science fair
experiments and spoken at several career day
assemblies in local schools to encourage girls to
pursue technical studies. She has also served for
more than 10 years as professional field coun-
selor to MSU’s student chapter of SWE.

Julie has served on the alumni board of direc-
tors for the College of Engineering and various

Julie Louis-Benaglio, 
BS ’79, Computer Science
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Brian Kent, a
senior scientist
for the Air Force
Research
Laboratory, has
provided exem-
plary service to
our nation for
more than 28
years. His innova-
tions and techni-
cal leadership
have made a sig-
nificant impact
on national
defense. He has

received more than
a dozen Air Force awards. In 1991, the laboratory
selected him as an AFRL fellow, which is their
highest technical honor. In 2003 he was elected 
as a fellow of the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) for his contribu-
tions to radar cross-section measurement 
technologies.

During his career as an Air Force civilian
researcher, Brian conceived, built, and managed
two world-class radar signature measurement facil-
ities, which have provided data for a large num-
ber of vital national defense research programs.
He also led a group of engineers in a critical
analysis of the recent Columbia shuttle accident,
spending more than 1,000 hours seeking answers.
He has established an ongoing interaction with

NASA to improve the safety of future space 
missions via remote observation. 

He has authored more than 80 publications
and served his profession as technical coordinator
and president of the Antenna Measurements
Technique Association. He is associate editor of
the IEEE Antenna and Wireless Propagation Letters
and a columnist for the IEEE Antenna and
Propagation Society Magazine.

While an MSU undergrad, Brian participated
in a co-op program at the USAF Avionics
Laboratory at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in
Dayton, Ohio, then was awarded a prestigious
graduate fellowship from the National Science
Foundation. While holding a full-time position
with the Air Force, he completed an MS (1981)
and PhD (1984) at Ohio State University.

An active member of the MSU alumni commu-
nity, Brian has served on the visiting board of the
Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering (chairperson for the past several
years) and on the ECE chairperson search com-
mittee; he also volunteered to meet with ABET
evaluators in 2002 and 2004.

Brian is an amateur astronomer and is learning
to play the piano as an adult. He has been mar-
ried for 22 years to his best friend, the former
Linda Roome, and is very proud of his two sons,
Stephen (18) and Daniel (14). Both sons are
active in Boy Scouts, and Brian serves as assistant
scoutmaster for Centerville, Ohio, Troop 516.
The entire family will attend the National Scout
Jamboree this summer.

JOHN D. RYDER

ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER

ENGINEERING ALUMNI AWARD

Brian M. Kent, BS ’80,
Electrical Engineering

Established in 2004, this award commemorates the outstanding professional contributions of John D. Ryder, former
dean of the College of Engineering and a professor in the department. Nominations are made by alumni, faculty, and
students. The department’s advisory committee selects the award winner in consultation with the chairperson. The
award is given on the basis of contributions in furthering the mission of the department—which is to provide under-
graduate and graduate education characterized by quality, access, and relevance; and to develop distinctive research
programs in electrosciences, systems, and computer engineering, with the promise of sustained excellence as measured
in scholarship, external investment, reputation, and impact. 
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Joseph Klewicki, of Salt Lake City, Utah, is a pro-
fessor and chairperson of the Department of
Mechanical Engineering at the University of
Utah. He promotes undergraduate research and
has introduced curricular innovations to
enhance students’ capacity to address complex
problems. Since 1995, nine undergraduates
under Joe’s supervision have been finalists in the
national ASME Fluids Engineering Division stu-
dent paper competition; three were winners.

Joe says the scholarly and collegial culture in
the Department of Mechanical Engineering at
MSU formed his lasting impression of what an
academic department can and should be. He
adds that it is no coincidence that two assistant
professors currently in his department are MSU
grads. He maintains ongoing collaborations
between his department in Utah and researchers
in the MSU Turbulent Shear Flows Lab.

Between earning his BS and PhD at MSU, Joe
earned a master’s in mechanical engineering at
Georgia Tech (1985). After a one-year post-doc
at MSU, he joined the faculty at the University of
Utah. In 2001 he became both a full professor
and chair of the mechanical engineering depart-
ment. He won the department teaching award in
2000, 2001, and 2003, and the college teaching
award in 2003. In 2004 he was named a fellow of
the ASME (American Society of Mechanical
Engineers).

His primary research interests are fluid
dynamics, with emphases in wall-bounded turbu-
lent flows, vorticity dynamics, mixing, atmos-
pheric surface layer phenomena, and the devel-
opment and application of novel measurement

techniques. Joe’s
early spanwise
vorticity measure-
ments remain
some of the best
resolved ever.
More recently, he
has been involved
in new theoretical
approaches to
boundary layer
turbulence and
turbulence scaling
properties at high
Reynolds number.

Joe’s family has
long-standing loyal-
ties to MSU. His uncle, Ed Klewicki, played end
for MSU and later for the Detroit Lions.
Herman Klewicki, another uncle, quarterbacked
MSU in their only Orange Bowl appearance. Yet
another uncle, Casey Klewicki, played third base
for Coach Kob and was a friend and teammate
of Robin Roberts. Joe’s dad, Walter Klewicki,
played quarterback for MSU as a freshman. 
Joe’s siblings, Nancy and John, are MSU grads.
Joe’s sister Casey (MS ME ’82) played a major
role in Joe’s decision to pursue mechanical 
engineering—graduate research in fluid dynam-
ics in particular. Joe and his wife, Cindy (an
MSU grad), have three children: Brian,
Maureen, and Chase. Joe enjoys running, moun-
tain biking, rock climbing, hiking, and basket-
ball (as his knees allow).

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

AWARD

Joseph C. Klewicki, 
BS ’83, PhD ’89, 

Mechanical Engineering

Established in 2004, this award honors an alumnus of MSU’s Department of Mechanical Engineering who has
a minimum of 15 years of professional experience in an engineering or engineering-related field; provides leader-
ship in engineering, engineering education, the related sciences, or technical management; contributes to the
department, the college, or MSU; and is actively involved in the community. The winner is selected in consulta-
tion with the department’s advisory committee and board of visitors.
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Dean Lawrence Wayne Von Tersch established the Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1982.
Claud Erickson, for whom the award was named, was the first recipient. Since then, it has been given annually
to a College of Engineering graduate with a minimum of 15 years’ professional experience who has attained the
highest level of professional accomplishment; provided distinguished and meritorious service to the College of
Engineering and the engineering profession; and engaged in voluntary service at the local, state, national,
and/or international level.

John Ogren’s 37 years at the senior management
level include projects in Europe, South America,
and Canada. After graduating from MSU, John
was a process engineer for Conoco in Ponca City,
Oklahoma. Ultimately becoming senior vice presi-
dent of administration, John negotiated a com-
plex asset sale and ensured compassionate treat-
ment for employees when DuPont acquired
Conoco in the 1970s. DuPont tapped John to be
president of DuPont Canada, and later executive
vice-president of human resources.

Becoming president and CEO of Production
Operators in Houston in 1994, John led the 
company to a number-one position among its
competitors before retiring in 1999. He is now a
non-executive chairman of WellDynamics and
serves on the boards of three additional compa-

nies. He is a registered Professional Engineer 
in Oklahoma and a member of the American
Institute of Chemical Engineers, the Society of
Petroleum Engineers, and the American
Petroleum Institute.

Faithful supporters of our college, the Ogrens
were especially generous toward the 1997 con-
struction of the Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow
Institute for Materials Research. John has served
on the department’s board of visitors and on the
college alumni board. The Ogren Family Trust
supports many local causes in Houston, Texas,
and John and his wife, Chris, are involved in the
hands-on running of several community service
organizations. (See page 4 for a more complete
biography.)

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
CLAUD R. ERICKSON

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD

John Ogren, BS ’65, Chemical Engineering
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drive continuously since the program began
during World War II.

He was a delegate to the Michigan
Constitutional Convention, chairman of the
Ingham County American Red Cross, and a
trustee of St. Lawrence Hospital. He served at
various times as president of the Lansing
Rotary Club, the City Club of Lansing, the
American Public Power Association, the
Michigan Engineering Society, and the Greater
Lansing Area Safety Council. 

He and his wife, Thelma, were the parents of
one son and four daughters. He was an avid
stamp collector and was considered one of the
nation’s top authorities on electric-powered
vehicles. He admired the simplicity of an elec-
tric car. He said, “It has only eight moving
parts, and four of those are wheels.”

Always maintaining close ties with MSU,
Claud served on the MSU Foundation’s first
board of directors. He was asked by President
John A. Hannah to oversee the construction of
the Alumni Chapel. He also supervised the
completion of 7,000 married-student housing
units in just five months to accommodate U.S.
servicemen returning to campus after World
War II.

Claud always attended the spring commence-
ment exercises of MSU’s College of
Engineering and the initiation ceremonies of
the Chi Epsilon civil engineering honor socie-
ty, and he kept close tabs on each alumnus
who won the Claud R. Erickson Award.

When asked by President Hannah at one
point, “Why do MSU alumni come back to
campus year after year?” he responded,
“Because they love the University that offered
them the hand of friendship and the open
door of opportunity.”

Claud Erickson,
born in
Manistee,
Michigan, lived
from 1900 to
1993. He had to
help support his
family during
high school and
took a full-time
job immediately
after graduation.

At the urging of work associates who recog-
nized his talents, Claud began college, but it
was a constant financial struggle. At times, fac-
ulty members chipped in to keep him in
school.

Claud ultimately received four engineering
degrees from MSU, beginning with a bachelor
of science in 1922. He later earned degrees in
mechanical (1927), electrical (1933), and civil
engineering (1934) and held a consulting pro-
fessional engineer’s license. He also studied
law and was qualified to practice before the
United States Supreme Court.

He became the director and general manag-
er of the Lansing Board of Water and Light
and spent more than 50 years making the utili-
ty a strong, progressive force in the Lansing
area. He was a nationally respected figure in
public works, and in 1971 the Board named a
new power plant in Delta Township after him. 

Community activism was a way of life for
Claud. He was the Ingham County chairman of
the U.S. Treasury Savings Bond Drive for 50
years, beginning in 1941. He was honored in
1991 at the age of 91 by the U.S. Treasury
Department for his 50 years of patriotic volun-
teer service. He was the only person in the
United States known to have directed a local
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CLAUD R. ERICKSON AWARD
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Past Recipients

1982 Claud R. Erickson BS ’22, MS ’33 Electrical; 

MS ’27 Mechanical; MS ’34 Civil

1983 R. William Caldwell BS ’38 Chemical

1984 Harold C. MacDonald BS ’40 Mechanical

1985 William J. Mottel BS ’51 Chemical

1986 John H. Busch BS ’51 Civil

1987 John D. Withrow BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71

1988 Melville R. Barlow BS ’51 Mechanical

1989 Robert J. Schultz BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69

1990 Harold F. Wochholz BS ’58, MS ’59 Electrical

1991 William B. Larson BS ’53 Metallurgy

1992 Gerald W. Pearson BS ’55 Chemical

1993 Paul H. Woodruff BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil

1994 Bernard A. Paulson BS ’49 Chemical

1995 Robert M. Fredericks BS ’67, MS ’68, PhD ’71 Electrical

1995 John C. O’Malia MS ’72 Sanitary

1996 Richard M. Hong MS ’67, PhD ’70 Electrical 

1997 C. Robert Weir BS ’42 Chemical 

1998 Raymond S. Colladay BS ’65, MS ’66, PhD ’69 Mechanical

1999 Leroy R. Dell BS ’66 Civil

2000 Michael H. Dennos BS ’43 Chemical

2001 Richard H. Brown BS ’71 Mechanical

2002 Roger L. Koenig BS ’76 Electrical

2003 Joseph M. Colucci BS ’58 Mechanical

2004 George E. “Ted” Willis BS ’42 Chemical



Past Recipients

1947 Charles Edward Ferris BS 1890 Engineering
1950 Jay Samuel Hartt BS ’15 Electrical 
1951 Grover Cleveland Dillman BS ’13 Civil
1953 Charles D. Curtiss BS ’11 Civil
1953 Verne L. Ketchum BS ’12 Engineering
1955 William Frank Uhl BS ’02 Engineering
1957 Maurice J. Day BS ’34, MS ’35 Chemical
1957 P. Edward Geldhof BS ’14 Engineering
1957 Stanley B. Hunt BS ’29 Civil
1959 Louis A. Carapella BS ’37 Engineering
1959 Bernard F. Coggan, Jr. BS ’39 Engineering
1959 Arthur F. Vinson BS ’29 Engineering
1960 Christian F. Beukema BS ’40 Engineering
1961 James H. Foote BS ’14 Engineering
1962 Grayton F. Dressel BS ’24 Engineering
1962 Stanley V. Gunn BS ’47 Mechanical
1963 Richard W. Cook BS ’33 Engineering
1963 Walter F. Patenge BS ’23 Engineering
1965 John C. Mackie BS ’42 Engineering
1976 Clare F. Jarecki BS ’33 Civil
1978 William R. Barrett BS ’39 Engineering
1979 John R. Hamann BS ’37 Engineering
1984 John D. Withrow BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71
1987 Robert J. Schultz BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69
1991 Verghese Kurien MS ’48 Mechanical
1998 Lloyd D. Ward BS ’70 Mechanical
1999 Richard L. M. Lord BS ’53 Chemical
2002 Roger L. Koenig BS ’76 Electrical
2003 Joseph M. Colucci BS ’58 Mechanical
2003 Paul H. Woodruff BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil
2004 Alton L. Granger BS ’54 Civil
2004 James R. Von Ehr II BS ’72 Computer Science

Past Recipients

1994 Richard M. Hong MS ’67, PhD ’70 Electrical
1995 Samuel K. Nnama MS ’77, PhD ’79 Civil
1999 Khaled M. R. Abdulghani MS ’78, PhD ’82 Civil
2002 Lawrence Wong PhD ’70 Mechanical
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