
Alumni Awards
Banquet
May 3, 2014





Program

 5:00 p.m. Cocktail Reception
 6:00 p.m. Dinner
 7:00 p.m. Presentation of Awards
 
Applied Engineering Sciences Distinguished Alumni Award
Eric Seger

Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Cassaundra F. Edwards

Red Cedar Circle Award in Chemical Engineering and Materials Science
Dave Lamp 

Civil and Environmental Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Kin Keung Lai

Computer Science and Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Doug Zongker

John D. Ryder Electrical and Computer Engineering Alumni Award
Fred Killeen

Mechanical Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
William F. Resh

Green Apple Teaching Award
Lewis Martin

Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumni Award
Dr. Brian M. Kent
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Menu

Hors d’oeuvres – roasted asparagus wrapped in prosciutto; wild mushroom 
and artichoke bruschetta; pear and brie in phyllo 

 
Salad – Caesar Salad 

 
Main course - pan seared salmon with cheddar grits, wilted spinach, Shiitake 

mushrooms, roasted shallot and herb sauce
 

Dessert – angel food cake with fresh berries

Music provided by the Four Seasons String Quartet



eric has been involved with the Society of 
Financial Service Professionals and served as 
president of the organization from 2008 to 
2009. In 2010 and 2012, Hour Detroit magazine 
recognized eric as one of the top-scoring wealth 
managers in the Detroit area. He joined MSu’s 
Applied engineering Sciences Alumni Advisory 
Board in 2010 and currently serves as its 
marketing team leader. 

eric has focused his practice on 
comprehensive financial planning advice for 
business owners, physicians, and other high net 
worth individuals. He contributes to the medical 
community in particular by presenting financial 
planning advice to hundreds of physicians and 
physician groups at area hospitals. For each of 
his clients, he specializes in creating tailored 
plans that coordinate wealth transfer strategies, 
investment management, retirement planning, 
and fringe benefit options. eric is well known 
for working diligently to ensure that each of his 
clients receives personalized care. 

In his free time, eric enjoys playing ice 
hockey, rollerblading, reading, and road biking. 
He currently resides in Birmingham, Michigan, 
with his wife, Amy, and their two daughters.

aPPlied engineering 
ScienceS diStinguiShed  

alumni award

eric Seger is a principal 
at Integrated Capital 
Management.

Prior to working 
in the financial and 
investment arenas, 
eric worked his way 
up in the engineering 
field. He started as 
a technical support 
engineer, was quickly 
promoted to sales 
engineer, and 
ultimately ascended 
to the role of 

program manager. In 2001, eric transitioned 
to a successful career in financial planning 
and wealth management at Lincoln Financial 
Advisors. 

In addition to his bachelor of science degree 
in engineering arts from MSu, eric earned 
his MBA from the university of Michigan, 
with a concentration in finance. In May 2004, 
he attained the Certified Financial Planner™ 
professional certification. He is one of only 
1,800 financial planners in the state with this 
designation. 

Recipients of this award, established in 2004, must have a distinguished career, evidenced by significant 
accomplishments; possess high standards of integrity that positively reflect on the college and the university; be 
recognized for leadership in the community; and demonstrate support of the applied engineering sciences program 
(formerly engineering arts), the College of Engineering, and/or MSU. The winner is selected by the applied 
engineering sciences alumni advisory board.
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Eric Seger CFP, MBA, BS 
’94, Engineering Arts/Applied 
Engineering Sciences



engineering Industry 
Advisory Board for the 
past four years and now 
serves as its chair.

Cassaundra attributes 
her professional 
accomplishments and 
development to her 
family and a network 
of mentors who have 
shared their leadership 
philosophies and 
ideals and ultimately 
helped shape her as a 
leader. Her personal 
philosophy on 
leadership is that “great 
leadership is achieved partly through other 
great leaders and people helping you along the 
way.” 

In addition to driving business growth for 
ConAgra Foods, she enjoys spending time 
with her husband, Jay edwards, eight-year-old 
son, Miles, and a mischievous Welsh terrier, 
Coltrane. They currently reside in Omaha, 
nebraska.

BioSyStemS and 
agricultural engineering 

diStinguiShed alumni award

Cassaundra F. edwards is a research and 
development manager at ConAgra Foods in a 
strategic customer development role, driving 
product innovation for warehouse club markets 
such as Costco, Sam’s, and BJ’s. 

For nearly 20 years she has held various 
roles within the food industry, starting as a 
junior engineer developing innovative frozen 
meals for nestlé and researching novel non-
thermal preservation technologies such as high 
pressure pasteurization and irradiation for 
Kraft Foods, and leading a product technical 
team with the integration of two food industry 
giants—Kraft Foods and nabisco. Throughout 
her career she has touched a multitude of 
consumer brands such as Stouffers, A.1. Steak 
Sauce, Grey Poupon Mustard, Lunchables, 
Oscar Mayer, Banquet, and Hunt’s. 

Cassaundra holds a bachelor of science 
in biosystems and agricultural engineering 
from Michigan State university and a master 
of engineering from Case Western Reserve 
university in Cleveland, Ohio. 

She has a great passion for her work in the 
food industry and for developing the careers of 
young scientists and engineers. She has been a 
member of MSu’s Biosystems and Agricultural 

Cassaundra F. Edwards, BS 
’94, Biosystems and Agricultural 

Engineering

Established in 2004, this award is given to an alumnus or alumna who has distinguished himself/herself as 
a leader in the biological/agricultural engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, 
and personal accomplishments. Alumni who have graduated at least ten years ago with an undergraduate and/
or graduate degree are considered.
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Initiated in 2000, this award recognizes MSU chemical engineering and materials science alumni for their  
distinguished service to the profession and outstanding commitment to the community. The Red Cedar River, 
which passes through the center of the MSU campus, is a favorite gathering place. This award is named in 
recognition of the importance of this landmark to MSU alumni. 

Dave Lamp has 34 
years of experience in 
the petroleum refining 
industry, including 
technical, operations, 
commercial, and senior 
management endeavors. 
In March 2014, he 
was appointed chief 
executive officer and 
president of northern 
Tier energy. 

Headquartered in 
Phoenix, Arizona, 
northern Tier energy 
is an independent 

downstream energy company with refining, retail, and 
pipeline operations. The company operates a 92,500 
barrels per stream day refinery located in St. Paul 
Park, Minnesota. They also operate 163 convenience 
stores and support 74 franchised convenience stores, 
primarily in Minnesota and Wisconsin, under the 
SuperAmerica trademark, and own a bakery and 
commissary under the SuperMom’s brand. 

Dave previously served as the senior vice president 
and chief operating officer for HollyFrontier Corp., 
and held a variety of senior management positions 
with Holly Corporation. He was the key executive in 
the merger of Holly and Frontier and completed the 
integration of the two companies in 2011, reducing 
G&A expenses by more than $30 million per year.

Dave Lamp, BS ’80, Chemical 
Engineering

He has many other accomplishments to his 
name. He completed the acquisitions of the 
Sunoco and Sinclair Tulsa refineries in 2009. He 
sold Montana Refining Company at the market 
peak; assisted in the creation of Holly energy 
Partners and its IPO; and created and implemented 
a comprehensive business strategy to rebuild Aruba 
refinery and retrain the entire workforce before the 
sale to Valero. He currently serves as chairman of 
the American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers 
Association.

Dave and his wife, Denise, recently gifted the 
College of engineering with $2.5 million to support 
STeM scholarships and research in the Department 
of Chemical engineering and Materials 
Science. The college will use $2 million to establish 
the David L. and Denise M. Lamp endowed Chair 
in Chemical engineering and direct the remaining 
$500,000 to enhance a fund created by the Lamp 
family in 2007—the David L. and Denise M. Lamp 
engineers of Tomorrow endowed Scholarship 
Fund.

Dave says: “I credit a good deal of my 
professional and business success to my academic 
experience at Michigan State university. We are 
pleased to further the mission of the department 
and enhance excellence in the MSu College of 
engineering.”

 He and his wife live in Dallas, Texas, and 
Phoenix, Arizona.
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red cedar circle award in 
chemical engineering and 

materialS Science



China in 2006. He was 
named the Chang Jiang 
Scholar Chair Professor, 
Ministry of education, 
China, in 2009; he was 
the recipient of the Joon 
S. Moon Distinguished 
International Alumni 
Award, Michigan State 
university, in 2009; and 
was ranked fourth among 
the top 20 academic 
authors in the area of 
business intelligence 
and analytics worldwide 
in a special issue of MIS 
Quarterly in 2012. 

Kin established a charity 
organization—Care for Children Foundation—20 
years ago and has served as vice chairman since 
then; he organizes projects including rehabilitation, 
education, foster care, and disaster relief in China. 

He has lived in Hong Kong since graduating from 
MSu in 1977.

Kin Keung Lai is a Chair Professor of Management 
Science at City university of Hong Kong, Hong 
Kong. 

He is a certified senior enterprise risk manager 
and a fellow of the Hong Kong Institute of 
Directors and the Asia Pacific Association of 
Industrial engineering and Management Systems. 
He provides consulting in supply chain and logistics 
management, operations analysis and management, 
business problem solving and marketing analysis, 
and financial management and engineering. 

He is currently president of the Asia 
Association of Risk and Crisis Management and 
the International Association on Financial and 
Risk Management. He is vice president of the 
International Federation of Logistics and Supply 
Chain Society and founding chairman of the 
Operational Research Society of Hong Kong. 
He serves as editor in chief for two international 
journals and is on the editorial boards of 17 others. 
He is the author of more than 40 books and 700 
publications. 

Kin has earned many honors and awards. 
World Executive Weekly named him among the 
Ten Most Influential Management Professors in 

Kin Keung Lai, MA ’75, 
Statistics and Probability; PhD 
’77, Operational Research and 

Transportation Engineering
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civil and environmental 
engineering diStinguiShed  

alumni award

Recipients of this award, first presented in 2003, must be: graduates of the department; national leaders in their 
profession; contributors to the department, the college, or the university in some meaningful way; and community 
leaders whose actions reflect favorably on Michigan State University. Nominations are made by faculty, alumni, 
and other supporters of the department. The department’s professional advisory board selects the winner.



service, working on its first spam detection system, 
systems to manage the service’s rapidly expanding 
production deployment, and other pieces of internal 
infrastructure. Since 2007 he has worked on the 
Android mobile phone operating system, specifically 
on systems for remote device management and over-
the-air system update. 

In February 2011, he established the Doug 
Zongker endowed Discretionary Fund for Computer 
Science and engineering at MSu. It has funded the 
purchase of Android devices for the department’s 
new mobile applications development class, which 
began in spring 2013. Students use the devices for 
the course’s programming projects. 

Doug currently resides in Mountain View, 
California. In his free time he enjoys playing board 
games, hiking, and competitive puzzle-solving.

Doug Zongker is 
currently a senior staff 
software engineer at 
Google.

After earning his 
degree at MSu, Doug 
went on to the university 
of Washington in Seattle, 
where he published a 
number of papers on 
computer graphics—
and one on chickens. 
After receiving his PhD 
in 2003, he joined 
Google where he was 
an early engineer on 
the Gmail online email 

Doug Zongker, BS ’96,  
Computer Science
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comPuter Science and

engineering diStinguiShed  
alumni award

Established in 2004, this award recognizes an alumnus or alumna who has distinguished himself/herself as a 
leader in the computer science and engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, and 
personal accomplishments. Nominations are made by faculty, alumni, and other supporters of the department.  
The winner is selected by the department chairperson and advisory committee.
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Fred Killeen has served as the global chief 
technology officer for General Motors Information 
Technology group since 2005. He is responsible for 
employee end user experience, which includes an 
engineering team that manages all PC, workstation, 
and mobile platform builds—as well as engineering 
and development of productivity solutions, including 
e-mail and collaboration. He also has operational 
responsibility that includes the IT service desk, 
global site services, core end user operations, 
and end user device life cycle management. The 
focus of his team is on end user solutions that 
drive increased productivity and ensure that GM 
employees have a great user experience. In addition, 
he leads a team that drives end user engagement 
through communications, social media interaction, 
training, and adoption workshops. Fred is also 
responsible for GM IT’s emerging technology and 
innovation team that leads GM IT hackathons and 
innovation challenges, and researches emerging 
information technologies and how they can be 
exploited for GM’s benefit.

Fred joined General Motors in March 2001 
as director of Systems Integration for Global 
Product Development, and was appointed to the 
role of director, Systems Development Factory, in 
December of 2003. 

Before joining General 
Motors, Fred held a variety 
of technical consulting and 
leadership positions during 
his 16 years with Hewlett-
Packard. Prior to that, he 
was a software developer for 
manufacturing test systems at 
Motorola.

He currently serves on 
the Advisory Board for the 
Oakland university School of 
engineering and Computer 
Science and is active with the 
Michigan State university 
capstone program. He is 
the executive champion for IT 
recruiting at MSu.

He and his wife, Chris, live in Rochester Hills, 
Michigan. Fred has three children—evan, Chad, and 
Caitlin.  His youngest, Caitlin, will be a freshman at 
MSu next fall and has an interest in engineering and 
computer science.

Fred and his wife (also an MSu graduate—computer 
science ’83) are Spartan sports fans with season tickets 
to football, and attended this year’s MSu Rose Bowl 
victory!  Go Green!

Fred Killeen, BS ’82, Electrical 
Engineering

John d. ryder 
electrical and comPuter 

engineering alumni award

Established in 2004, this award commemorates the outstanding professional contributions of John D. Ryder,  
former dean of the College of Engineering and a professor in the department. Nominations are made by alumni, 
faculty, and students. The department’s advisory committee selects the award winner in consultation with the 
chairperson. The award is given on the basis of contributions in furthering the mission of the department—
which is to provide undergraduate and graduate education characterized by quality, access, and relevance; and 
to develop distinctive research programs in electrosciences, systems, and computer engineering, with the promise 
of sustained excellence as measured in scholarship, external investment, reputation, and impact.



William F. Resh, a 
licensed professional 
engineer in Michigan, 
is senior manager 
for the Chrysler 
Powertrain Virtual 
Analysis Department. 
He was the founding 
leader of the Chrysler 
Powertrain Computer 
Aided engineering 
organization and 
was responsible for 
defining its vision and 

mission. His technology 
growth plans resulted 

in simulation capabilities expanding to cover the 
range from early concept analyses, to simulation of 
powertrain machining operations, to simulation of 
complete vehicle and powertrain systems. Advanced 
technologies and processes generated by this work 
resulted in a number of patents being awarded to 
individuals in the organization.

As a key part of its mission, the department was 
responsible for partnering with powertrain program 
teams to provide CAe support and engineering 
analyses for engines, transmissions, axles, and 
drivelines. Success in these areas resulted in the 
growth of the department from 13 to nearly 100 
engineers. Two of the engine programs supported 
won Ward’s AutoWorld magazine Ten Best engines 
awards.  

Previously, as a senior manager working on the 
Pentastar engine Program, William was responsible 
for getting the appropriate analysis or test resources 

engaged to resolve mechanical development issues 
before production. Prior to that, as senior manager 
for Chrysler Axle engineering, he was responsible 
for design, development, and release of axle designs 
for production, along with managing axle cost and 
warranty issues.  During this time period, nine new 
or upgraded axles were brought into production on 
five different vehicle programs, providing increased 
load capacity and improved efficiency.

earlier in his career, William held various 
positions with the Chrysler nVH Laboratory. He 
utilized simulation and physical testing to address 
vehicle noise and vibration issues, both in the 
advanced planning stages as well as for existing 
field issues.  He also developed tutorials and taught 
training classes for nVH lab and vehicle engineering 
personnel on vehicle noise and vibration topics and 
test methods. He coordinated work assignments, 
equipment usage, calibration, and maintenance for 
all lab test activities. He also developed the initial 
data acquisition and analysis strategy for Chrysler’s 
nVH Laboratory facility in Auburn Hills, Michigan, 
which opened in 1993. 

William has served as a guest lecturer and an 
adjunct assistant professor in MSu’s Department of 
Mechanical engineering and is currently a member 
of the department’s Board of Visitors. He served as a 
design judge for the Formula SAe competition from 
2003-2010. 

He holds three patents and in 2006 received third 
place in the Walter P. Chrysler Technology Award 
competition, which is based on the assessment of the 
most valuable patents granted to Chrysler personnel 
in the previous year.

William resides in east Lansing, Michigan.

William F. Resh, BS ’ 81, PhD 
’84, Mechanical Engineering
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mechanical engineering

diStinguiShed alumni

award

Established in 2004, this award honors a graduate of MSU’s Department of Mechanical Engineering who  
has a minimum of 15 years of professional experience in an engineering or engineering-related field; provides 
leadership in engineering, engineering education, the related sciences, or technical management; contributes  
to the department, the college, or MSU; and is actively involved in the community. The winner is selected in  
consultation with the department’s advisory committee and board of visitors.



Lewis Martin (Marty) Caves has been a teacher for 
26 years. He has taught chemistry, physics, and geo-
physical science at South Lyon High School in South 
Lyon, Michigan, since 2004. Prior to that, he taught 
physics, mathematics, and computer science at 
Jefferson High School in Monroe, Michigan.

Marty’s teaching philosophy is to provide each 
student with the organizational and study skills 
necessary to succeed in any classroom. “I want my 
students to become ‘why’ girls and ‘why’ guys,” he 
tells his pupils’ parents. “‘Monkey see, monkey do’ 
learning will not be a part of your child’s classroom 
reality. each individual student will develop critical 
thinking attributes, which will allow them to prob-
lem solve.”

In his letter nominating Marty for the Green 
Apple Teaching Award, nicholas evans, one of his 
former students, says: “I was advised in early high 
school to not take a chemistry class, as I was told I 
would not do well in it. Many years later I am ready 
to receive a degree in chemical engineering; and 
Mr. Caves is a catalyst in that equation. He made 
chemistry fun and opened a world of knowledge to 
me that otherwise would have gone unnoticed.

“Mr. Caves left me with life skills that extend 
beyond chemistry. I remember the study techniques 
he taught me and I still apply them today. I recall 
his second test, regarded as the hardest in the cur-
riculum, and I can remember how he directed me to 
study for it. ‘Do it once, do it again, and then prove 
to yourself you can nail it a third time,’ he told me. 
I still rely on this studying technique to succeed on 
tests today.

“Mr. Caves has been a 
mentor ever since I left his 
classroom six years ago. I can 
return to the high school 
at any time and stop by his 
classroom. When I do, he is 
still interested in what I am 
doing, what I am studying, 
how I will apply it, and will 
most likely recommend a 
program or career oppor-
tunity for me to look into. I 
have had many teachers—
many good teachers—but 
none of them have had the 
influence and effect that Mr. 
Caves has had on my educa-
tional career and, moreover, 
on my life.”

Outside of classroom 
teaching, Marty currently coaches girls at the Canton 
Celtic Soccer Club and is an adviser for the South Lyon 
High School Weight Lifting Club. He has also been a 
national Honor Society adviser, a co-coach for FIRST 
Robotics, a GMAT mathematics instructor, a Michigan 
Science Olympics site coordinator, and a high school 
varsity soccer coach (for girls, 1990-2003; and for boys, 
1990-1998). 

He and his wife, Lesley, live in Livonia, Michigan. 
They have two daughters—Samantha (Sammy), 19, and 
Madison (Maddy), who turns 17 today (May 3)—and a 
6-year-old Labrador retriever named Riley.

Lewis Martin (Marty) Caves, BS 
’87 Mathematics, Central Michigan 

University; MS ’98 Physics Education, 
Eastern Michigan University; MA ’07 

Teaching, Marygrove College
Nominated by Nicholas Evans, 

Chemical Engineering
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green aPPle

teaching award

Established in 2006 at the suggestion of College of Engineering Alumni Association Board member Joseph M. 
Colucci (BS ’58 Mechanical Engineering), the Green Apple Teaching Award honors a K-12 teacher who has 
inspired students to study math, science, and engineering. The Engineering Undergraduate Studies Office 
solicits nominations from our graduating seniors; the final winner is decided by the Engineering Undergraduate 
Studies Committee, which is made up of faculty and students. The honoree receives a cash award.
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Dr. Brian M. Kent is the 
acting chief technology 
officer (CTO) of the 
Air Force Research 
Laboratory (AFRL) at 
Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Ohio. AFRL 
employs more than 
6,500 technical staff, 
with an annual budget 
exceeding $2.2 billion. 
Brian serves as AFRL’s 
principal scientific and 
technical adviser, as well 

as the primary authority for 
the entire technical content 

of their science and technology research portfolio. 
Brian joined the Air Force Avionics Laboratory 

in 1976 as an MSu co-op student, earning his 
bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering with 
highest honors in 1980. During his MSu tenure, 
he was awarded the prestigious national Science 
Foundation Fellowship. He earned his MS and PhD 
degrees from The Ohio State university in 1981 and 
1984, respectively. 

During his tenure with AFRL and its predecessor 
organizations, Brian made pioneering and lasting 
contributions to the areas of signature measurement 
technology and successfully established international 
standards for performing radar signature testing. 
For more than 23 years, he was involved in classified 
stealth aircraft research efforts related to aircraft 
subsystems and testing. This changed abruptly 
in February 2003, when he was named to serve 
on the technical staff of the Columbia Accident 
Investigation Board. He ultimately provided expert 
public testimony about an orbital debris source that 
separated from Columbia during its time on orbit, 
which was later shown to be directly related to the 
accident’s root cause. He remained assigned to 

nASA after the accident for four additional years, 
where he successfully led a $26 million AFRL-nASA-
nAVY technical team to develop and field the nASA 
Ascent Debris Radar System, which was used for all 
remaining 22 shuttle missions to the ISS and the 
final Hubble Telescope repair mission. 

Brian has published and lectured extensively and 
developed a special DOD Low Observables Short 
Course, which has been taught to more than 3,000 
scientists and engineers since its inception in 1989. 
He has provided technical advice and counsel to 
a wide range of federal agencies, including the 
Department of Transportation, the Department of 
Justice, and nASA’s Space Shuttle Program. He is 
also an international distinguished lecturer for the 
Ieee Antenna and Propagation Society. In April, 
he was the invited keynote speaker for the 2014 
european Conference on Antennas and Propagation 
(euCAP), with 1,200 attendees from more than 70 
countries.

He is the recipient of numerous awards and 
honors, including the nASA Space Awareness Award, 
the nASA Shuttle Program Commendation Award, 
and both the Meritorious and Distinguished Senior 
Civilian Service Presidential Rank Awards. He is a 
fellow of the Institute of electrical and electronics 
engineering, the Antenna Measurement Techniques 
Association, and the Air Force Research Laboratory. 

Brian is an MSu adjunct faculty member, 
a member of MSu’s electrical and Computer 
engineering Visiting Committee, and is serving his 
8th year on the College of engineering Alumni 
Association Board. He is also active in STeM high 
school education and has been a registered scout 
leader since 1998. 

His personal interests include amateur astronomy, 
electric trains, sport fishing for bass and salmon, 
hiking, and piano playing. He and his wife, Linda, 
live in Dayton, Ohio. They are proud of their two 
“engineering” sons—Stephen and Daniel.

Dr. Brian M. Kent, BS ’80, 
Electrical Engineering

Dean Lawrence Wayne Von Tersch established the Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumni Award in 1982. 
Claud Erickson, for whom the award was named, was the first recipient. Since then, it has been given annually 
to a College of Engineering graduate with a minimum of 15 years’ professional experience who has attained the 
highest level of professional accomplishment; provided distinguished and meritorious service to the College of 
Engineering and the engineering profession; and engaged in voluntary service at the local, state, national, and/
or international level.

college of engineering

claud r. erickSon

diStinguiShed alumni award



was the only person in the united States known to 
have directed a local drive continuously since the 
program began during World War II.

He was a delegate to the Michigan 
Constitutional Convention, chairman of the 
Ingham County American Red Cross, and a 
trustee of St. Lawrence Hospital. He served 
at various times as president of the Lansing 
Rotary Club, the City Club of Lansing, the 
American Public Power Association, the Michigan 
engineering Society, and the Greater Lansing 
Area Safety Council. 

He and his wife, Thelma, were the parents 
of one son and four daughters. He was an avid 
stamp collector and was considered one of the 
nation’s top authorities on electric-powered 
vehicles. He admired the simplicity of an electric 
car. He said, “It has only eight moving parts, and 
four of those are wheels.”

Always maintaining close ties with MSu, 
Claud served on the MSu Foundation’s first 
board of directors. He was asked by President 
John A. Hannah to oversee the construction 
of the Alumni Chapel. He also supervised the 
completion of 7,000 married-student housing 
units in just five months to accommodate u.S. 
servicemen returning to campus after World 
War II.

Claud always attended the spring 
commencement exercises of MSu’s College of 
engineering and the initiation ceremonies of the 
Chi epsilon civil engineering honor society, and 
he kept close tabs on each alumnus who won the 
Claud R. erickson Award.

When asked by President Hannah at one point, 
“Why do MSu alumni come back to campus year 
after year?” he responded, “Because they love 
the university that offered them the hand of 
friendship and the open door of opportunity.”

Claud erickson, 
born in Manistee, 
Michigan, lived 
from 1900 to 
1993. He had to 
help support his 
family during high 
school and took 
a full-time job 
immediately after 
graduation. At 

the urging of work associates who recognized his 
talents, Claud began college, but it was a constant 
financial struggle. At times, faculty members 
chipped in to keep him in school.

Claud ultimately received four engineering 
degrees from MSu, beginning with a bachelor 
of science in 1922. He later earned degrees 
in mechanical (1927), electrical (1933), and 
civil engineering (1934) and held a consulting 
professional engineer’s license. He also studied 
law and was qualified to practice before the 
united States Supreme Court.

Claud was the first member of Lambda Chi 
Alpha, chartered in 1922 as the second fraternity 
at MSu; it now has well over 2,200 members.

He became the director and general manager 
of the Lansing Board of Water and Light and 
spent more than 50 years making the utility a 
strong, progressive force in the Lansing area. He 
was a nationally respected figure in public works, 
and in 1971 the Board named a new power plant 
in Delta Township after him. 

Community activism was a way of life for Claud. 
He was the Ingham County chairman of the 
u.S. Treasury Savings Bond Drive for 50 years, 
beginning in 1941. He was honored in 1991 at 
the age of 91 by the u.S. Treasury Department for 
his 50 years of patriotic volunteer service. He   
 

claud r. erickSon
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claud r. erickSon  
diStinguiShed alumni award reciPientS

1982 Claud R. erickson  BS ’22, MS ’33 electrical;

     MS ’27 Mechanical; MS ’34 Civil

1983 R. William Caldwell  BS ’38 Chemical 

1984 Harold C. MacDonald  BS ’40 Mechanical

1985 William J. Mottel  BS ’51 Chemical

1986 John H. Busch  BS ’51 Civil

1987 John D. Withrow  BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71 

1988 Melville R. Barlow  BS ’51 Mechanical

1989 Robert J. Schultz  BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69

1990 Harold F. Wochholz  BS ’58, MS ’59 electrical

1991 William B. Larson  BS ’53 Metallurgical

1992 Gerald W. Pearson  BS ’55 Chemical

1993 Paul H. Woodruff  BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil

1994 Bernard A. Paulson  BS ’49 Chemical

1995 Robert M. Fredericks  BS ’67, MS ’68, PhD ’71 electrical

1995 John C. O’Malia  MS ’72 Sanitary

1996 Richard M. Hong  MS ’67, PhD ’70 electrical

1997 Charles R. Weir  BS ’42 Chemical

1998 Raymond S. Colladay  BS ’65, MS ’66, PhD ’69 Mechanical

1999 Leroy R. Dell  BS ’66 Civil

2000 Michael H. Dennos  BS ’43 Chemical

2001 Richard H. Brown  BS ’71 Mechanical

2002 Roger L. Koenig  BS ’76 electrical

2003 Joseph M. Colucci  BS ’58 Mechanical

2004 George e. “Ted” Willis  BS ’42 Chemical 

2005 John Ogren BS ’65 Chemical

2006 James R. Von ehr II BS ’72 Computer Science

2007 Joon S. Moon BS ’60 Chemical

2008 Charles J. Brady BS ’48 Mechanical

2009 Richard V. Pisarczyk BS ’68 Chemical

2010 Betty Shanahan BS ’78 electrical

2011 William A. Demmer BS ’70 Mechanical

2012 Dr. Sami R. Al-Araji BS ’67, PhD '73 Mechanical

2013 Philip L. Fioravante BS ’84 Applied engineering Sciences



diStinguiShed alumni award
1947 Charles edward Ferris BS 1890 engineering
1950 Jay Samuel Hartt BS ’15 electrical
1951 Grover Cleveland Dillman BS ’13 Civil
1953 Charles D. Curtiss BS ’11 Civil
1953 Verne L. Ketchum BS ’12 Civil
1955 William Frank uhl BS ’02 engineering
1957 Maurice J. Day BS ’34, MS ’35, PhD ’37 Chemical
1957 P. edward Geldhof BS ’14 engineering
1957 Stanley B. Hunt BS ’29 Civil
1959 Louis A. Carapella BS ’37 engineering
1959 Bernard F. Coggan, Jr. BS ’39 engineering
1959 Arthur F. Vinson BS ’29 engineering
1960 Christian F. Beukema BS ’40 engineering
1961 James H. Foote BS ’14 engineering
1961 Frederick H. Mueller BS ’14 engineering
1962 Grayton F. Dressel BS ’24 engineering
1962  Stanley V. Gunn BS ’47 Mechanical
1963 Richard W. Cook BS ’33 engineering
1963 Walter F. Patenge BS ’23 engineering
1965 John C. Mackie BS ’42 engineering
1976 Clare F. Jarecki BS ’33 Civil
1978 William R. Barrett BS ’39 engineering
1979 John R. Hamann BS ’37 engineering
1984 John D. Withrow BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71
1987 Robert J. Schultz BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69
1991 Verghese Kurien MS ’48, PhD ’65 Mechanical
1998 Lloyd D. Ward BS ’70 Mechanical
1999 Richard L. M. Lord BS ’53 Chemical 
2002 Roger L. Koenig BS ’76 electrical
2003 Joseph M. Colucci BS ’58 Mechanical
2003 Paul H. Woodruff BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil
2004 Alton L. Granger BS ’54 Civil
2004 James R. Von ehr II BS ’72 Computer Science
2005 Gerald elson BS ’64, MS ’65 Mechanical
2005 Ben Maibach III BS ’68 Civil
2006 Joon S. Moon BS ’60 Chemical
2007 Ghassem Asrar MS ’81 Civil
2007 Surinder Kapur BS ’64, MS ’65, PhD ’72 Mechanical
2012 William A. Demmer BS ’70 Mechanical

michigan State univerSity  
alumni aSSociation award reciPientS
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diStinguiShed young alumni award

2007 Jeff Schmitz BS ’97 Mechanical
2009 Gerald Reuben DeJean, II BS ’00 electrical
2010 Monica Braman BS ’03 engineering Arts
2012 Henry Balanon BS '06 Computer Science
 
alumni Service award

1998 Roger Bandeen BS ’72 Computer Science
1998 Leroy Dell  BS ’66 Civil
1999 William Larson BS ’53 Metallurgical
2005 Molly Brennan BS ’82 Computer Science
2005 Michael McDonald BS ’87 Chemical
2006 Anan Chaikittisilpa MS ’69 Civil
2009 Lynn Bechtel BS ’91 Mechanical
2010 George “Lee” Rock BS ’49 electrical

honorary alumni award

2006 Mackenzie Davis Professor emeritus, Civil

PhilanthroPiSt award

2001 Alton L. Granger BS ’54 Civil
 and Janice M. Granger nursing (1980)

2009 The Demmer Family —  
 Bill Demmer BS ’70 Mechanical

Joon S. moon diStinguiShed  
international alumni award reciPientS

1994 Richard M. Hong MS ’67, PhD ’70 electrical
1995 Samuel K. nnama MS ’77, PhD ’79 Civil
1999 Khaled M. R. Abdulghani MS ’78, PhD ’82 Civil
2002 Lawrence Wong PhD ’70 Mechanical
2006 Surinder Kapur BS ’64, MS ’65, PhD ’72 Mechanical 
2009 Kin Keung Lai PhD ’77 Civil
2010 Surinder Kumar Choudhari BS ’64 Mechanical

michigan State univerSity  
alumni aSSociation award reciPientS
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aPPlied engineering ScienceS diStinguiShed alumni award

2004  Philip L. Fioravante  BS ’84

2005 Jane e. Sydlowski BS ’86

2006 Daniel Brouse BS ’84

2007 Steven J. Trecha BS ’80

2008 Monte L. Falcoff BS ’86

BioSyStemS and agricultural engineering diStinguiShed alumni award 

2004 Bill A. Stout MS ’55, PhD ’59 

2005  Benson J. Lamp  PhD ’60

2006  Robert J. Gustafson, Pe  PhD ’74

2007  George H. Wedgworth  BS ’50

2008  Gary W. Schluckbier  BS ’72

red cedar circle award in chemical engineering and materialS Science

2000   R. William Caldwell  BS ’38 

 edwin J. Crosby  BS ’50 

 Michael H. Dennos  BS ’43 

 Bernard A. Paulson  BS ’49 

 William J. Hargreaves  BS ’46 

 John D. Hetchler  BS ’35 

 C. Robert Weir  BS ’42 

 Wilfred G. Shedd  BS ’50

2004   Herb Kirby  BS ’56

 George e. “Ted” Willis BS ’42

2005 John Ogren  BS ’65

 John W. Pridgeon BS ’58

civil and environmental engineering diStinguiShed alumni award

 
2003 Leo nothstine BS ’38

2004  Leroy R. Dell BS ’66

2005 Ben C. Maibach III  BS ’69

2006 Alton L. Granger, Pe  BS ’54

2007 Paul H. Woodruff BS ’59, MS ’61

2008  Frank J. DeDecker, Pe BS ’49

college of engineering

alumni award reciPientS

2009 Les L. Leone BS ’68, MA ’70, PhD ’74

2010 Donnie D. Haye BS ’81

2011 Daniel Mcnulty BS ’82

2012 Michael W. Lamach, Sr. BS ’85

2013 Randy Shacka BS ’04 

2009  R. Paul Singh  PhD ’74

2010 Daniel L. Poland BS ’87

2011 eugene Ford BS ’83, MS ’84

2012 Stephen B. Richey BS ’80, MS ’87

2013 Kevin evans BS ’87

2005 John Ogren  BS ’65

 John W. Pridgeon BS ’58 

2006 Joon S. Moon  BS ’60 

2007 William B. Larson  BS ’53 

 Richard V. Pisarczyk  BS ’68 

2008 Terence K. Kett  MS ’65, PhD ’68  

2009 Alton “Rick” Berquist BS ’61 

2010 Carl L. english  BS ’68

2011 Joseph F. Gentile BS ’64, MS ’66

2012 Kim K. de Groh BS ’85, MS ’87

2013 Morris C. Place, Jr. BS ’60

2009 James K. Wight  BS ’69, MS ’70

2010 W.F. Marcuson III MS ’64

2011 Larry e. Tibbits, Pe BS ’69

2012 Sandra L. Woods BS ’76

2013 He Dr. Khaled M.R.  MS ’79, PhD ’82 
 Abdulghani
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comPuter Science and engineering diStinguiShed alumni award

2004  Kevin J. Ohl  BS ’78

2005 Julie Louis-Benaglio BS ’79

2006 James R. Von ehr II BS ’72

2007 Honda Shing MS ’88, PhD ’92

2008 Moti Kishin Jiandani MS ’81

John d. ryder electrical and comPuter engineering alumni award 

2004 David A. Pahl BS ’86 

2005  Brian M. Kent  BS ’80

2006  Gregg A. Motter  BS ’73, MS ’80

2007  George H. Simmons  BS ’73, PhD ’81

2008 Robert W. Leland  BS ’85

2009  Seyed Hossein MS ’73, PhD ’ 77 
 Mousavinezhad

mechanical engineering diStinguiShed alumni award

2004   Kristin B. Zimmerman  BS ’87, MS ’90, PhD ’93 

2005    Joseph C. Klewicki BS ’83, PhD ’89

2006 Patrick M. Miller MS ’60, PhD ’66

2007 Donald B. Paul BS ’68

2008 Daniel J. Inman PhD ’80

green aPPle teaching award

 
2006   eileen M. Slider  BS ’75, Central Michigan university; 

 MA ’83, Michig an State university;
   secondary instructor for Webberville Community Schools

2007   John W. Plough  BA ’78, MA ’84, Michigan State university;
   secondary instructor for east Lansing High School

2008  William Finch  BS ’84, South Dakota State university;  
   Master Teacher Certification ’04, Texas A&M university

2009  John West  BS ’72, Western Michigan university;  
   MS ’77, Michigan State university

2010 Franklin Stofflet  BS ’59, MS ’63, university of Wyoming

2011 Sharon Grandell BS ’98, MS ’08, Wayne State university

2012 Robert K. Weiss BS ’86, MA ’89, Wayne State university

2013 Louise Paquette BA ’69, MAT ’78, edS ’82, Michigan State university

2009 Martha L. Gray BS ’78

2010 Vandy Johnson BS ’82

2011  Jianchang (JC) Mao PhD ’94

2012 Deepak Mohan Advani BS ’86

2013 Keith Landau BS ’82

2010 Marvin W. Adams BS ’81

2011  William M. Siefert BS ’71, MS ’75

2012 Asif naseem MS ’80, PhD ’84 

2013 Timothy A. Adcock BS ’85

2009  David L. Joyce BS ’78

2010 Pandeli Durbetaki PhD ’64

2011 Thomas P. Gielda BS ’80, MS ’84

2012 Susan Pacheco BS ’84

2013 Randall Stephens BS ’85

college of engineering

alumni award reciPientS

(cont.)
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