
Alumni Awards
Banquet
May 5, 2012 





Program

 5:00 p.m. Cocktail Reception
 6:00 p.m. Dinner
 7:00 p.m. Presentation of Awards
 
Applied Engineering Sciences Distinguished Alumni Award
Michael W. Lamach, Sr.

Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Stephen B. Richey

Red Cedar Circle Award in Chemical Engineering and Materials Science
Kim K. de Groh

Civil and Environmental Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Sandra L. Woods

Computer Science and Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Deepak Mohan Advani

John D. Ryder Electrical and Computer Engineering Alumni Award
Asif Naseem

Mechanical Engineering Distinguished Alumni Award
Susan Pacheco

Green Apple Teaching Award
Robert Weiss

Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumni Award
Dr. Sami K. Al-Araji
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MENU

Hors d’oeuvres — spinach and mushroom crostini; pear and brie in phyllo;  
roasted asparagus wrapped in prosciutto

Salad — spinach salad with toasted almonds and raspberry vinaigrette

Main course — macadamia crusted Lake Superior Whitefish

Dessert — New York–style cheesecake with raspberry sauce

Music provided by the Four Seasons String Quartet



 In March 2012, Mike addressed the Eighth 
International Conference on Green and Energy-
Efficient Buildings & New Technologies and Products 
Expo initiated by the Chinese Ministry of Housing 
and Urban-Rural Development (MOHURD) 
in Beijing, China. He lectured on the future of 
green technology at Michigan State University in 
February 2011.  He has also spoken on leadership 
at Duke University and Howard University. Mike has 
been quoted on several occasions in publications 
around the world, including The Wall Street Journal, 
Bloomberg News, Reuters, China Business News, and 
Industry Week, among others. 
 Mike received a bachelor’s degree in engineering 
arts from Michigan State University in 1985 and an 
MBA from Duke University. During his time as a 
student at Michigan State, he worked as a resident 
assistant and night security officer in Holmes Hall. 
He recently returned to MSU to give a lecture 
on smart energy systems to students in two AES 
courses—Analysis of Sustainable Systems and Senior 
AES Capstone
 He resides in Mooresville, North Carolina, with 
his wife of 26 years, Mary, who is also a graduate of 
Michigan State (College of Education, 1986). They 
have three sons, one of whom, Michael Jr., graduated 
from Michigan State University in 2011 with a degree 
in chemical engineering. Mike enjoys boating, 
golfing, fishing, and spending time with family and 
friends at his home on Lake Norman.

aPPlied engineering 
ScienceS diStinguiShed  

alumni award

Michael W. Lamach is 
chairman, president, and 
chief executive officer 
of Ingersoll Rand, a $14 
billion global diversified 
industrial company that 
advances the quality of life 
in creating and sustaining 
safe, comfortable, and 
efficient environments. 
Mike joined Ingersoll 
Rand in February 2004 
as president of the 
company’s Security 
Technologies sector and 
became president of 

Trane Commercial Systems after the acquisition of 
that business in 2008. He was elected chairman of the 
board of directors of Ingersoll Rand in June 2010, 
having previously been named chief executive officer 
in February 2010 and president and chief operating 
officer in February 2009.
 Prior to joining Ingersoll Rand, Mike was group vice 
president and managing director for the European, 
Asian, South Africa, and South American businesses 
of Johnson Controls Automotive Group. Before that, 
he served as vice president and general manager of 
the Controls Group, leading the company’s integrated 
facilities management business. During his 17-year 
tenure with Johnson Controls, Mike also held positions 
in sales management, marketing, and new product 
development.
 Mike is a member of the board of the National 
Association of Manufacturers. He also serves on the 
board of directors of Iron Mountain Inc. and is a 
member of the Davidson College Board of Visitors.

Recipients of this award, established in 2004, must have a distinguished career, evidenced by significant 
accomplishments; possess high standards of integrity that positively reflect on the college and the university; be 
recognized for leadership in the community; and demonstrate support of the applied engineering sciences program 
(formerly engineering arts), the College of Engineering, and/or MSU. The winner is selected by the applied 
engineering sciences alumni advisory board.
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Michael W. Lamach, Sr., BS ’85, 
Engineering Arts



 In 2005, Steve 
became a director in 
Morning Foods Process 
Engineering at Kellogg’s. 
This group provides 
process engineering 
for cereal projects in 
the United States and 
Canada, as well as 
technical expertise to 
North America, Asia-
Pacific, Europe, and 
Latin America business 
units. He provides 
engineering expertise 
for cereal manufacturing 
network strategies and has 
made significant contributions to training programs 
for cereal process engineering and development of 
engineering managers.
 Steve maintains a connection with MSU’s 
Department of Biosystems and Agricultural 
Engineering (BAE) by volunteering to promote 
food engineering to freshman classes, speaking 
to the engineering student clubs, and helping to 
organize Kellogg participation in MSU Engineering 
Week activities. He has been a member of the BAE 
department Industry Advisory Board since 2007 and 
chaired the board in 2010.
 Steve and his wife of 34 years, Mary, reside in 
Marshall, Michigan. They have three children: Eric, 
26; Megan, 26; and Peter, 16. They are members of 
the Marshall United Methodist Church.
 Steve has coached all of his children in many 
sports over the years and has been an active 
supporter and volunteer for the Marshall High 
School Band program. He is also an avid Spartan 
Marching Band fan. His personal interests are 
RVing and traveling, maintaining a small fruit 
orchard, woodworking, “tinkering” with his tractors 
and equipment, and all sports—especially college 
basketball and football. 

BioSyStemS and 
agricultural engineering 

diStinguiShed alumni award

You could say that Stephen B. Richey has always 
been connected to MSU. His father, Fred, managed 
the Horticulture Research Center from 1953 to 
1990. One of Steve’s earliest memories is riding on 
a farm wagon loaded with crates of apples traveling 
down the lane that is now Service Road along Baker 
Woodlot.
 Steve entered the work force at the Horticulture 
Research Center and the Botany and Plant Pathology 
Research Center at MSU during middle and high 
school years, which sparked his interest in machines, 
equipment, and their function and design. He 
graduated from Mason High School in 1976 and 
that fall was accepted into MSU’s Agricultural 
Engineering Program. He began working in the 
equipment research lab in Farrall Hall with the 
USDA Agricultural Research Service, fabricating and 
testing experimental fruit and vegetable harvesters 
throughout his undergraduate program.
 Upon graduation in 1980, Steve took a position 
as a design engineer with Bolens Outdoor Power 
Equipment in Port Washington, Wisconsin,  
designing and testing walk-behind mowers and 
snowblowers. He returned to MSU in 1982 to 
begin work on his master’s program under Dr. 
Ajit Srivastava on a project funded by John Deere 
Harvester Works to simulate the performance of 
small grain combines. 
 In 1984, Steve began his career at Kellogg 
Company in the Advanced Technology Group and 
progressed through Engineering and Research 
Groups over the next 20 years. Responsibilities he 
had on some recognizable new products included 
project manager and process engineer on the first 
Rice Krispies Treats Squares® and process engineer 
on the first multi-colored, flavored Mini-Wheats® 
(Maple & Brown Sugar MiniWheats ®) and Fruit 
Twistables®. He has received three patents for 
equipment, products, and processes; has been 
recognized with multiple internal awards; and was 
inducted into the Kellogg 25-Year Club in 2009.

Stephen B. Richey,  
BS ’80, MS ’87,

Agricultural Engineering

Established in 2004, this award is given to an alumnus or alumna who has distinguished himself/herself as 
a leader in the biological/agricultural engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, 
and personal accomplishments. Alumni who have graduated at least ten years ago with an undergraduate and/
or graduate degree are considered.
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Initiated in 2000, this award recognizes MSU chemical engineering and materials science alumni for their  
distinguished service to the profession and outstanding commitment to the community. The Red Cedar River, 
which passes through the center of the MSU campus, is a favorite gathering place. This award is named in 
recognition of the importance of this landmark to MSU alumni. 

Kim K. de Groh (van 
den Ende) is a senior 
materials research 
engineer in the Space 
Environment and 
Experiments Branch at 
NASA Glenn Research 
Center in Cleveland, 
Ohio, where she has 
conducted research 
and mentored students 
for the past 23 years.  
Currently, Kim is the 
co-principal investigator 
for the Materials 
International Space 

Station Experiment-X (MISSE-X) project.  
 Kim’s interest in the space program began at 
an early age. Her father, Hendrik van den Ende, 
a biomedical engineer at Henry Ford Hospital in 
Detroit, ran medical tests for NASA during the early 
space program. Kim recalls: “. . . our family watched 
Neil Armstrong take the first step on the moon on 
July 21, 1969.  We watched him on a little black and 
white TV up at our cottage on Lake Michigan.  It was 
9:56 p.m., and the moon was bright and visible, and 
we ran back and forth between the TV and outside on 
the deck to look at the moon.”

Kim K. de Groh, BS ’85, MS ’87
Materials Science 

 In 1986, while attending Michigan State University, 
Kim earned a summer internship at NASA Glenn 
Research Center, where she met her future husband, 
Henry de Groh III. By 1987 Kim had graduated from 
MSU with a master’s degree in materials science and 
moved to Ohio. She and Henry were married the 
following year. 
 In 1989 Kim became an employee of NASA. She 
is now internationally known as a technical leader 
in areas relating to the environmental durability of 
spacecraft materials. She is the principal investigator 
for 13 International Space Station (ISS) experiments. 
Her research has directly impacted the Hubble Space 
Telescope and ISS and is influencing spacecraft 
material design choices made by NASA and our 
nation’s space industry. Kim has participated in 
shuttle flight experiments and Russian space station 
Mir experiments. Through experiments in space and 
ground-laboratory experiments, Kim assesses how 
the space environment affects spacecraft materials. 
She is currently writing a NASA Technical Standards 
Handbook for spacecraft designers based on her ISS 
flight data. 
 Since 1998, Kim has been the on-site mentor 
and team leader for 26 young women involved with 
the PEACE project—the Polymers Erosion and 
Contamination Experiment—a collaboration between 
Ohio’s Hathaway Brown preparatory school students 
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red cedar circle award in 
chemical engineering and 

materialS Science



 She and her husband, who is also a materials 
engineer at NASA Glenn, have two boys—Henry 
and Daniel. They have resided in Hinckley, Ohio, 
since 1991. Kim enjoys running, reading, traveling, 
photography, art (including stained glass), and 
beading.  She likes to make handmade gifts whenever 
she finds a little free time. She also enjoys attending 
Daniel’s choir, musical, and band performances, and 
she loves spending time with family and friends.
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and engineers at NASA’s Glenn Research Center. Kim 
has also mentored university students. In addition 
to mentoring, Kim actively participates in NASA and 
community outreach activities in an effort to get 
students, and in particular young girls, interested in 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) 
fields.
 Kim has received many awards and accolades for 
her scientific and mentoring contributions, including 
two of NASA’s highest honors—the NASA Exceptional 
Achievement Medal and the Space Flight Awareness 
Honoree Award. In 2009 she was inducted into 
the Ohio Women’s Hall of Fame by Governor Ted 
Strickland. 



at Olympic Associates, Inc., in Seattle, Washington. 
She earned her master’s (1980) and doctorate (1985) 
degrees in civil engineering from the University of 
Washington. 
 An environmental engineer, she specializes 
in the bioremediation and biotransformation of 
environmental contaminants. She was awarded 
an NSF Presidential Young Investigator Award in 
1985 for her work related to the biotransformation 
of chlorinated phenolic compounds in anaerobic 
environments. 
 Over the years, Sandra has taught a variety 
of courses at Colorado State and Oregon State 
Universities and in 1998 was awarded the College of 
Engineering Loyd Carter Award for Outstanding and 
Inspirational Teaching by Oregon State University. 
 She has held numerous administrative positions. 
She served as interim dean of Distance and 
Continuing Education at Oregon State University, 
as head of CSU’s Department of Civil Engineering, 
and as interim vice provost for special projects and 
interim vice provost for faculty affairs at CSU. She has 
led CSU’s Graduate School, Office of International 
Programs, and Division of Distance and Continuing 
Education. In addition, she has served on a number 
of committees and advisory boards at university, 
college, and departmental levels.
 Sandra and her husband, Richard Williams, reside 
in Fort Collins, Colorado. They have two sons, Eric 
and Ross Williams. Eric is a junior at Colorado State 
University, majoring in health promotion, and Ross 
is a sophomore at Bradley University, majoring in 
history and teacher education. 

Sandra L. Woods has 
served as dean of 
engineering at Colorado 
State University (CSU) 
since 2006, and was 
interim dean for one 
year prior to that. 
During her tenure as 
dean, CSU’s College of 
Engineering research 
expenditures increased 
from $50.1 million in 
FY ’06 to $63.9 million 
in FY ’11. The number 
of PhD graduates rose 
48 percent since the 
2005/06 academic year. 

The college has secured $66 million to construct a 
new 122,000-square-foot engineering building, and 
will also break ground on an $18 million addition 
to their Engines and Energy Conversion Laboratory 
this year. In addition, annual gifts to the college have 
increased from $5.5 million in FY ’06, to more than 
$25 million in FY ’11. FY ’12 gifts exceed $50 million.
 As a result of her work as dean, she received the 
General Palmer Award from the Colorado Section 
of the American Council of Engineering Companies 
(ACEC) in 2010 in recognition of “outstanding 
contributions to engineering in the state of 
Colorado.”
 After obtaining her bachelor’s degree in civil 
engineering from MSU in 1976, Sandra worked for 
Johnson and Anderson, Inc., in Pontiac, Michigan; at 
Giffels Associates, Inc., in Southfield, Michigan; and 

Sandra L. Woods, BS ’76,
Civil Engineering
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civil and environmental 
engineering diStinguiShed  

alumni award

Recipients of this award, first presented in 2003, must be: graduates of the department; national leaders in their 
profession; contributors to the department, the college, or the university in some meaningful way; and community 
leaders whose actions reflect favorably on Michigan State University. Nominations are made by faculty, alumni, 
and other supporters of the department. The department’s professional advisory board selects the winner.
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Deepak Mohan Advani owns strategy and 
development for IBM’s Business Analytics products 
and solutions group. His portfolio includes products 
for business intelligence, predictive analytics, risk 
analytics, social media analytics, and financial 
performance management. He also owns the P&L 
responsibility for SPSS, which IBM recently acquired 
for $1.2 billion.
 From 2005 to 2009, Deepak was the chief 
marketing officer and senior vice president of 
eCommerce for Lenovo. Along with advertising, 
he relied heavily on sports marketing (Olympics, 
Formula 1, NBA), social media, corporate 
philanthropy, and PR to build brand awareness and 
generate demand. Under his leadership, Lenovo’s 
global brand awareness increased to 60 percent 
while maintaining high image and preference scores. 
He centralized the marketing operations in India, 
which reduced non-working expense by 65 percent 
over two years. As head of the global eCommerce 
business, he grew revenue by 45 percent to $400 
million, and profits by 300 percent. In 2008, the 
Asian Brand Congress recognized him as Marketer of 
the Year.
 Before joining Lenovo, Deepak worked at IBM 
for 13 years where he held several global executive 
positions. During his two-year tenure as vice 
president and business line executive at High End 
Intel Servers, he increased IBM’s market share from 
14 percent to 42 percent. Revenues increased by 

85 percent to $1.1 billion, 
and gross profit increased 
by 170 percent. Deepak 
provided direction to more 
than 1,000 developers, 
established a new solutions-
oriented sales channel, 
and developed strategic 
alliances with companies 
like VMware and Citrix. 
As vice president of Linux 
Strategy, he helped craft 
the early strategies around 
Linux and open sources. He 
developed five key plays that 
drove more than $1 billion 
of IBM revenue. As director of High Performance 
Computing, he was part of the startup team that built a 
$1 billion business in four years. He led a development 
organization with more than 200 developers in five 
countries.
 In addition to obtaining his bachelor’s degree in 
computer science from MSU, he earned his master’s 
degree in computer engineering from Wright State 
University and his MBA from the Wharton School of 
Business. He currently serves on advisory boards at 
Wharton, Yale, and Michigan State.
 Deepak and his wife, Pooja, live in Morrisville, North 
Carolina. They have two daughters—Serena and Sneha.

Deepak Mohan Advani, BS ’86,
Computer Science

comPuter Science and

engineering diStinguiShed  
alumni award

Established in 2004, this award recognizes an alumnus or alumna who has distinguished himself/herself as a 
leader in the computer science and engineering profession through professional contributions, public service, and 
personal accomplishments. Nominations are made by faculty, alumni, and other supporters of the department.  
The winner is selected by the department chairperson and advisory committee.



John d. ryder 
electrical and comPuter 

engineering alumni award

Asif Naseem currently 
serves as vice president 
of the Global 
Communications 
Business Unit of 
Oracle Corporation. 
Until recently, Asif 
served as president 
and chief operating 
officer of GoAhead 
Software, a privately 
held company that 
develops and markets 
high availability and 

embedded management 
infrastructure software 
for telecommunications 

and the aerospace and defense industries. Under his 
leadership, GoAhead Software, Inc., grew to become 
the market leader and the most prestigious company 
in its category culminating in its recent acquisition by 
Oracle Corporation. 
 Asif began his career with AT&T Bell 
Laboratories, where he held various technical 
and management positions including growing 
and leading the LifeKeeper family of products. 
Subsequently, LifeKeeper was successfully spun out as 
an independent business.
 He then served as general manager of the 
Internet & Connectivity Solutions Division of 
Motorola, based in the UK, and was responsible for 

EMEA (Europe, Middle East, and Africa), where 
he started and ran a successful wireless applications 
business for Motorola. 
 Just prior to GoAhead, Asif was the chief operating 
officer of Iospan Wireless, Inc., a broadband wireless 
company that pioneered the development of smart 
antenna technologies employing MIMO (multiple 
input multiple output) for high-speed broadband 
communication. Iospan Wireless was acquired by 
Intel Corporation and L3 Communications. 
 For the past 20 years, Asif has been actively 
engaged in key international consortia, driving 
and promoting standards for the computing and 
telecommunications industries. He has served on 
the steering committees of the System Performance 
Evaluation Cooperative, the Transaction Processing 
Council, and most recently as president of the 
Service Availability Forum. He serves on the advisory 
boards of several telecommunications-related 
conferences. He is also a frequent author of technical 
and business papers, and regularly speaks at industry 
and academic events. Since graduation, he has 
regularly visited MSU’s ECE department as an invited 
speaker, giving seminars to the faculty and students 
on a variety of topics.
 Asif lives in both Naperville, Illinois, and Seattle, 
Washington, with his wife, Deborah Farwell, and their 
two sons—Armande (age 9) and Amani (age 7).  Asif 
enjoys flying and playing tennis and is an avid painter 
in oil and watercolor.

Asif Naseem,  
MS ’80, PhD ’84,  
Electrical Engineering

Established in 2004, this award commemorates the outstanding professional contributions of John D. Ryder,  
former dean of the College of Engineering and a professor in the department. Nominations are made by alumni, 
faculty, and students. The department’s advisory committee selects the award winner in consultation with the 
chairperson. The award is given on the basis of contributions in furthering the mission of the department—
which is to provide undergraduate and graduate education characterized by quality, access, and relevance; and 
to develop distinctive research programs in electrosciences, systems, and computer engineering, with the promise 
of sustained excellence as measured in scholarship, external investment, reputation, and impact.
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mechanical engineering

diStinguiShed alumni

award

Established in 2004, this award honors a graduate of MSU’s Department of Mechanical Engineering who  
has a minimum of 15 years of professional experience in an engineering or engineering-related field; provides 
leadership in engineering, engineering education, the related sciences, or technical management; contributes  
to the department, the college, or MSU; and is actively involved in the community. The winner is selected in  
consultation with the department’s advisory committee and board of visitors.

Susan Pacheco, who has been with Ford Motor 
Company for 27 years, currently serves as director 
of Global Advanced Product Marketing.  She is 
responsible for strengthening Ford’s product 
portfolio by inspiring and delivering the strongest 
customer connection of any automotive brand. 
 Susan has also served as director of Advanced 
Product Strategy and Planning in North America 
and South America, working in partnership with 
marketing and product development to develop and 
execute successful product and business strategies. 
She served as president of Ford Unlimited, part of 
Ford Automotive Operations, where she managed 
and led the creation of new businesses focused on 
improving the driving lives of Ford consumers.  Prior 
to her role with Ford Unlimited, she served as chief 
program engineer, where she was responsible for the 
technical, sales, and business execution of the 1999 
Ford F-150 and Expedition, as well as the Lincoln 
Navigator. 
 During her tenure at Ford, Susan has served 
in various engineering and project management 
positions in the Truck Division of Product 
Development, including: Aerostar Vehicle Line 
Director, Export Explorer Program Manager, and 
various Chassis Engineering positions.  
 Throughout her career, she has been 
recognized and honored by leading organizations 
such as the Automotive Hall of Fame, HENAAC 
(Hispanic Engineers National Achievement Award 
Conference), and the National Hispanic Corporate 
Achievers.  
 But above all, Susan loves being a Spartan. “I am 
so proud when I get to tell people that I graduated 
from Michigan State University,” she says. 
 MSU is a family tradition for the Pacheco 

family. Susan’s father, Jorge 
Pacheco, came to the United 
States from Bolivia to attend 
MSU and receive his degree 
in civil engineering.  Susan’s 
sisters—Debra Pacheco and 
Julie Pacheco-Smith—also 
graduated from MSU. And 
finally, the next generation is 
carrying on the tradition as 
Susan’s niece, Chelsea Smith, 
is in her first year of medical 
school at MSU.
 Susan played soccer 
during all four years she 
attended MSU and still enjoys 
playing and coaching the game. “Every year,” she says,  
“I look forward to seeing what Tom Saxton and the 
team will accomplish.” 
 She credits Dr. George Mase, her first professor in 
the mechanical engineering department, with being 
an inspiration in her life. “He taught my first dynamics 
class, but he taught me so much more than just the 
principles of mechanical engineering; he taught me the 
most valuable leadership lesson of all—building and 
treasuring relationships. I feel his influence every day 
in my life. I am very grateful to all of my professors, my 
coaches, and my teammates for making my experience 
at Michigan State so special.”
 In addition to receiving her bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering from MSU in 1984, Susan 
earned an MBA from the University of Detroit in 1989.
 Susan and her husband, John Forsythe, reside in 
Commerce Township, Michigan. They have two sons—
Alex and Adam Baker. She says that spending time with 
family and friends will always be her priority. 

Susan Pacheco, BS ’84,
Mechanical Engineering
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green aPPle

teaching award

Robert K. Weiss has 
been teaching at Port 
Huron High School in 
Port Huron, Michigan, 
since 1990. He currently 
teaches college prep 
chemistry, and for 
the past six years has 
managed his own 
company—KYI (Know 
Your Ions).  Through 
science catalogs 
nationwide, KYI sells 
two-sided, plastic cards 

listing 60 monatomic and 
polyatomic ions used in 
chemistry.

  Robert graduated from L’Anse Creuse 
North High School as valedictorian in 1982.  He 
received his bachelor of science degree from 
Wayne State University in biology and chemistry. 
He attended Michigan State University’s Doctor of 
Osteopathy Medical School in 1987.  After sincere 
career deliberation, he took a year’s leave of absence 
from medical school and received a master of arts 
degree in education from Wayne State University.
 He began his teaching career as a substitute 
teacher at Mt. Clemens High School in spring 1989. 
The following school year, he taught math and 
science and was the athletic director at Littlefield 
Public School in Northern Michigan. In 1990, he 
acquired a position at Port Huron High School 
teaching physical science, biology, and chemistry. He 
also coached girl’s junior varsity basketball for seven 
years and boy’s junior varsity basketball for two years.
 Tom Fielitz, who nominated Robert for this 
award, recalls what it was like to be a student in Mr. 
Weiss’s classroom: “Mr. Weiss . . . always had a well-
rehearsed, almost thespian routine that accompanied 

all course materials. Laboratory demonstrations 
were like a magic show; he would begin by discussing 
some transformation that was clearly impossible, 
given high school preconceptions of the world. He 
would then proceed to perform said impossibility, 
all the while keeping up interesting and comedic 
dialogue. After we had witnessed the impossible act, 
he would then break down the phenomenon on 
the chalkboard or overhead for all to see. Because 
of the sheer amazement most of the class felt from 
watching each experiment, it was impossible not to 
be interested in the explanation! These experiments 
… were legendary among students at my school. One 
of the most rumored was his laser demonstration 
in AP Chemistry, in which he would fill the entire 
classroom with actor’s fog and then perform a series 
of multicolor diffraction and reflection experiments, 
part of which was accompanied by music from Star 
Wars.
 “His teaching methods and commitment truly 
sparked my infatuation with chemistry, with a 
passion that has carried me through two bachelor’s 
programs—in chemical engineering and chemistry—
and on to pursue a PhD at one of three top-ten 
chemical engineering graduate schools next year (I 
am still deciding),” says Tom.
  Robert is devoted to his family as well as his 
work. He has been married to his wife, Brenda, for 
23 years. They have two daughters: Tiffany, who is a 
junior at Wayne State University studying elementary 
education; and Heather, who is graduating from Port 
Huron High School and planning to attend Wayne 
State University on a volleyball scholarship to study 
secondary education.
 Robert enjoys health food and physical fitness, 
along with golfing, camping, and fishing with his 
family in Northern Michigan when he is not in the 
classroom.

Robert  K. Weiss, BS ’86,  
MA ’89, Wayne State University
Nominated by Tom Fielitz

Established in 2006 at the suggestion of College of Engineering Alumni Association Board member Joseph M. 
Colucci (BS ’58 Mechanical Engineering), the Green Apple Teaching Award honors a K-12 teacher who has 
inspired students to study math, science, and engineering. The Engineering Undergraduate Studies Office 
solicits nominations from our graduating seniors; the final winner is decided by the Engineering Undergraduate 
Studies Committee, which is made up of faculty and students. The honoree receives a cash award.



Dean Lawrence Wayne Von Tersch established the Claud R. Erickson Distinguished Alumni Award in 1982. 
Claud Erickson, for whom the award was named, was the first recipient. Since then, it has been given annually 
to a College of Engineering graduate with a minimum of 15 years’ professional experience who has attained the 
highest level of professional accomplishment; provided distinguished and meritorious service to the College of 
Engineering and the engineering profession; and engaged in voluntary service at the local, state, national, and/
or international level.

college of engineering

claud r. erickSon

diStinguiShed alumni award

Dr. Sami R. Al-Araji has a special place in his heart 
for the Michigan State University campus and 
community as well as his native Iraq, which he is 
working to help rebuild.
 In his current post, Dr. Al-Araji leads the Iraqi 
National Investment Commission (Minister rank), 
the official promoter and facilitator of private 
investment in the country since 2009, which is 
creating opportunities for foreign and domestic 
investors as well as for Iraq’s more than 30 million 
citizens. Prior to this position, he was the Deputy 
Minister at the Ministry of Industry and Minerals, 
where he held numerous positions including 
Director General of Planning, and Director General 
of Engineering Inspection and Quality Control. 
Prior to that he was head of the Nuclear Safety 
Authority at the Atomic Energy Commission.  
 In 1991, Dr. Al-Araji participated in the 
construction program of the oil and electrical 
industries.  He also led the engineering safety 
and quality works for a number of projects. 
He participated in the rehabilitation of the 
damaged factories of the Ministry of Industry and 
coordinated and supervised the ministry’s projects. 
He actively participated in State Owned Enterprise 
(SOE) restructuring and reform and plays an active 
role in the development of the Iraqi private sector. 
 Dr. Al-Araji is a member of many committees, 
including the economic committee of the council 
of ministers of Iraq. He is also involved with 
numerous professional societies and organizations 
worldwide; he was accepted as a member of the 
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, 
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, the 
American Nuclear Society, and the North American 

Research Society. In 
addition, he chairs several 
bilateral business councils 
and has more than 80 
publications to his credit.
 Born and raised in 
Baghdad, he earned 
a scholarship to study 
engineering at Michigan 
State. After receiving 
his bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering 
from MSU in 1967, 
he went on to earn a 
master’s degree from the 
University of Connecticut. 
He returned to MSU for 
his doctorate in mechanical 
engineering in the early 1970s. During that time, he 
worked as a graduate adviser in Owen Hall. He cites 
former professors James Beck (his PhD adviser), Merle 
Potter, and John Foss for their mentorship.
 After graduation, he worked for about two years 
with Consumers Energy [then known as Consumers 
Power] in Jackson, Michigan, before returning to Iraq, 
where he has dedicated more than 30 years to working 
in various government agencies. 
 “I’m an Iraqi who is educated in one of the fine 
institutions of America, which is Michigan State 
University,” says Dr. Al-Araji. “And I use part of my 
education for the service of Iraq.”
 He and his wife, Prof. Menahil A. Al-Nawas, reside 
in Baghdad, Iraq. They have two children, Olla and 
Sarah.

Dr. Sami R. Al-Araji,  
BS ’67, PhD ’73,

Mechanical Engineering
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was the only person in the United States known to 
have directed a local drive continuously since the 
program began during World War II.

He was a delegate to the Michigan 
Constitutional Convention, chairman of the 
Ingham County American Red Cross, and a 
trustee of St. Lawrence Hospital. He served 
at various times as president of the Lansing 
Rotary Club, the City Club of Lansing, the 
American Public Power Association, the Michigan 
Engineering Society, and the Greater Lansing 
Area Safety Council. 

He and his wife, Thelma, were the parents 
of one son and four daughters. He was an avid 
stamp collector and was considered one of the 
nation’s top authorities on electric-powered 
vehicles. He admired the simplicity of an electric 
car. He said, “It has only eight moving parts, and 
four of those are wheels.”

Always maintaining close ties with MSU, 
Claud served on the MSU Foundation’s first 
board of directors. He was asked by President 
John A. Hannah to oversee the construction 
of the Alumni Chapel. He also supervised the 
completion of 7,000 married-student housing 
units in just five months to accommodate U.S. 
servicemen returning to campus after World 
War II.

Claud always attended the spring 
commencement exercises of MSU’s College of 
Engineering and the initiation ceremonies of the 
Chi Epsilon civil engineering honor society, and 
he kept close tabs on each alumnus who won the 
Claud R. Erickson Award.

When asked by President Hannah at one point, 
“Why do MSU alumni come back to campus year 
after year?” he responded, “Because they love 
the University that offered them the hand of 
friendship and the open door of opportunity.”

Claud Erickson, 
born in Manistee, 
Michigan, lived 
from 1900 to 
1993. He had to 
help support his 
family during high 
school and took 
a full-time job 
immediately after 
graduation. At 

the urging of work associates who recognized his 
talents, Claud began college, but it was a constant 
financial struggle. At times, faculty members 
chipped in to keep him in school.

Claud ultimately received four engineering 
degrees from MSU, beginning with a bachelor 
of science in 1922. He later earned degrees 
in mechanical (1927), electrical (1933), and 
civil engineering (1934) and held a consulting 
professional engineer’s license. He also studied 
law and was qualified to practice before the 
United States Supreme Court.

Claud was the first member of Lambda Chi 
Alpha, chartered in 1922 as the second fraternity 
at MSU; it now has well over 2,200 members.

He became the director and general manager 
of the Lansing Board of Water and Light and 
spent more than 50 years making the utility a 
strong, progressive force in the Lansing area. He 
was a nationally respected figure in public works, 
and in 1971 the Board named a new power plant 
in Delta Township after him. 

Community activism was a way of life for Claud. 
He was the Ingham County chairman of the 
U.S. Treasury Savings Bond Drive for 50 years, 
beginning in 1941. He was honored in 1991 at 
the age of 91 by the U.S. Treasury Department for 
his 50 years of patriotic volunteer service. He   
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claud r. erickSon  
diStinguiShed alumni award reciPientS
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1982 Claud R. Erickson  BS ’22, MS ’33 Electrical;

     MS ’27 Mechanical; MS ’34 Civil

1983 R. William Caldwell  BS ’38 Chemical 

1984 Harold C. MacDonald  BS ’40 Mechanical

1985 William J. Mottel  BS ’51 Chemical

1986 John H. Busch  BS ’51 Civil

1987 John D. Withrow  BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71 

1988 Melville R. Barlow  BS ’51 Mechanical

1989 Robert J. Schultz  BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69

1990 Harold F. Wochholz  BS ’58, MS ’59 Electrical

1991 William B. Larson  BS ’53 Metallurgical

1992 Gerald W. Pearson  BS ’55 Chemical

1993 Paul H. Woodruff  BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil

1994 Bernard A. Paulson  BS ’49 Chemical

1995 Robert M. Fredericks  BS ’67, MS ’68, PhD ’71 Electrical

1995 John C. O’Malia  MS ’72 Sanitary

1996 Richard M. Hong  MS ’67, PhD ’70 Electrical

1997 Charles R. Weir  BS ’42 Chemical

1998 Raymond S. Colladay  BS ’65, MS ’66, PhD ’69 Mechanical

1999 Leroy R. Dell  BS ’66 Civil

2000 Michael H. Dennos  BS ’43 Chemical

2001 Richard H. Brown  BS ’71 Mechanical

2002 Roger L. Koenig  BS ’76 Electrical

2003 Joseph M. Colucci  BS ’58 Mechanical

2004 George E. “Ted” Willis  BS ’42 Chemical 

2005 John Ogren BS ’65 Chemical

2006 James R. Von Ehr II BS ’72 Computer Science

2007 Joon S. Moon BS ’60 Chemical

2008 Charles J. Brady BS ’48 Mechanical

2009 Richard V. Pisarczyk BS ’68 Chemical

2010 Betty Shanahan BS ’78 Electrical

2011 William A. Demmer BS ’70 Mechanical



diStinguiShed alumni award
1947 Charles Edward Ferris BS 1890 Engineering
1950 Jay Samuel Hartt BS ’15 Electrical
1951 Grover Cleveland Dillman BS ’13 Civil
1953 Charles D. Curtiss BS ’11 Civil
1953 Verne L. Ketchum BS ’12 Civil
1955 William Frank Uhl BS ’02 Engineering
1957 Maurice J. Day BS ’34, MS ’35, PhD ’37 Chemical
1957 P. Edward Geldhof BS ’14 Engineering
1957 Stanley B. Hunt BS ’29 Civil
1959 Louis A. Carapella BS ’37 Engineering
1959 Bernard F. Coggan, Jr. BS ’39 Engineering
1959 Arthur F. Vinson BS ’29 Engineering
1960 Christian F. Beukema BS ’40 Engineering
1961 James H. Foote BS ’14 Engineering
1961 Frederick H. Mueller BS ’14 Engineering
1962 Grayton F. Dressel BS ’24 Engineering
1962  Stanley V. Gunn BS ’47 Mechanical
1963 Richard W. Cook BS ’33 Engineering
1963 Walter F. Patenge BS ’23 Engineering
1965 John C. Mackie BS ’42 Engineering
1976 Clare F. Jarecki BS ’33 Civil
1978 William R. Barrett BS ’39 Engineering
1979 John R. Hamann BS ’37 Engineering
1984 John D. Withrow BS ’54 Mechanical; MBA ’71
1987 Robert J. Schultz BS ’53 Mechanical; MBA ’69
1991 Verghese Kurien MS ’48, PhD ’65 Mechanical
1998 Lloyd D. Ward BS ’70 Mechanical
1999 Richard L. M. Lord BS ’53 Chemical 
2002 Roger L. Koenig BS ’76 Electrical
2003 Joseph M. Colucci BS ’58 Mechanical
2003 Paul H. Woodruff BS ’59, MS ’61 Civil
2004 Alton L. Granger BS ’54 Civil
2004 James R. Von Ehr II BS ’72 Computer Science
2005 Gerald Elson BS ’64, MS ’65 Mechanical
2005 Ben Maibach III BS ’68 Civil
2006 Joon S. Moon BS ’60 Chemical
2007 Ghassem Asrar MS ’81 Civil
2007 Surinder Kapur BS ’64, MS ’65, PhD ’72 Mechanical

michigan State univerSity  
alumni aSSociation award reciPientS
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diStinguiShed young alumni award

2007 Jeff Schmitz BS ’97 Mechanical
2009 Gerald Reuben DeJean, II BS ’00 Electrical
2010 Monica Braman BS ’03 Engineering Arts
 
alumni Service award

1998 Roger Bandeen BS ’72 Computer Science
1998 Leroy Dell BS ’66 Civil
1999 William Larson BS ’53 Metallurgical
2005 Molly Brennan BS ’82 Computer Science
2005 Michael McDonald BS ’87 Chemical
2006 Anan Chaikittisilpa MS ’69 Civil
2009 Lynn Bechtel BS ’91 Mechanical
2010 George “Lee” Rock BS ’49 Electrical

honorary alumni award

2006 Mackenzie Davis Professor Emeritus, Civil

PhilanthroPiSt award

2001 Alton L. Granger BS ’54 Civil
 and Janice M. Granger Nursing (1980)
2009 The Demmer Family —  
 Bill Demmer BS ’70 Mechanical

Joon S. moon diStinguiShed  
international alumni award reciPientS

1994 Richard M. Hong MS ’67, PhD ’70 Electrical
1995 Samuel K. Nnama MS ’77, PhD ’79 Civil
1999 Khaled M. R. Abdulghani MS ’78, PhD ’82 Civil
2002 Lawrence Wong PhD ’70 Mechanical
2006 Surinder Kapur BS ’64, MS ’65, PhD ’72 Mechanical 
2009 Kin Keung Lai PhD ’77 Civil
2010 Surinder Kumar Choudhari BS ’64 Mechanical

michigan State univerSity  
alumni aSSociation award reciPientS
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aPPlied engineering ScienceS diStinguiShed alumni award

2004  Philip L. Fioravante  BS ’84

2005 Jane E. Sydlowski BS ’86

2006 Daniel Brouse BS ’84

2007 Steven J. Trecha BS ’80

BioSyStemS and agricultural engineering diStinguiShed alumni award 

2004 Bill A. Stout MS ’55, PhD ’59 

2005  Benson J. Lamp  PhD ’60

2006  Robert J. Gustafson, PE  PhD ’74

2007  George H. Wedgworth  BS ’50

red cedar circle award in chemical engineering and materialS Science

2000   R. William Caldwell  BS ’38 

 Edwin J. Crosby  BS ’50 

 Michael H. Dennos  BS ’43 

 Bernard A. Paulson  BS ’49 

 William J. Hargreaves  BS ’46 

 John D. Hetchler  BS ’35 

 C. Robert Weir  BS ’42 

 Wilfred G. Shedd  BS ’50

2004   Herb Kirby  BS ’56

 George E. “Ted” Willis BS ’42

civil and environmental engineering diStinguiShed alumni award

 
2003 Leo Nothstine BS ’38

2004  Leroy R. Dell BS ’66

2005 Ben C. Maibach III  BS ’69

2006 Alton L. Granger, PE  BS ’54

2007 Paul H. Woodruff BS ’59, MS ’61

college of engineering

alumni award reciPientS

2008 Monte L. Falcoff BS ’86

2009 Les L. Leone BS ’68, MA ’70, PhD ’74

2010 Donnie D. Haye BS ’81

2011 Daniel McNulty BS ’82

2008  Gary W. Schluckbier  BS ’72

2009  R. Paul Singh  PhD ’74

2010 Daniel L. Poland BS ’87

2011 Eugene Ford BS ’83, MS ’84 

2005 John Ogren  BS ’65

 John W. Pridgeon BS ’58 

2006 Joon S. Moon  BS ’60 

2007 William B. Larson  BS ’53 

 Richard V. Pisarczyk  BS ’68 

2008 Terence K. Kett  MS ’65, PhD ’68  

2009 Alton “Rick” Berquist BS ’61 

2010 Carl L. English  BS ’68

2011 Joseph F. Gentile BS ’64, MS ’66

2008  Frank J. DeDecker, PE BS ’49

2009 James K. Wight  BS ’69, MS ’70

2010 W.F. Marcuson III MS ’64

2011 Larry E. Tibbits, PE BS ’69
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comPuter Science and engineering diStinguiShed alumni award

2004  Kevin J. Ohl  BS ’78

2005 Julie Louis-Benaglio BS ’79

2006 James R. Von Ehr II BS ’72

2007 Honda Shing MS ’88, PhD ’92

John d. ryder electrical and comPuter engineering alumni award 

2004 David A. Pahl BS ’86 

2005  Brian M. Kent  BS ’80

2006  Gregg A. Motter  BS ’73, MS ’80

2007  George H. Simmons  BS ’73, PhD ’81

mechanical engineering diStinguiShed alumni award

2004   Kristin B. Zimmerman  BS ’87, MS ’90, PhD ’93 

2005    Joseph C. Klewicki BS ’83, PhD ’89

2006 Patrick M. Miller MS ’60, PhD ’66

2007 Donald B. Paul BS ’68

green aPPle teaching award

 
2006   Eileen M. Slider  BS ’75, Central Michigan University; 

 MA ’83, Michigan State University;
   secondary instructor for Webberville Community Schools 

2007   John W. Plough  BA ’78, MA ’84, Michigan State University;
   secondary instructor for East Lansing High School 

2008  William Finch  BS ’84, South Dakota State University;  
   Master Teacher Certification ’04, Texas A&M University 

2009  John West  BS ’72, Western Michigan University;  
   MS ’77, Michigan State University 

2010 Franklin Stofflet  BS ’59, MS ’63, University of Wyoming

2011 Sharon Grandell BS ’98, MS ’08, Wayne State University

2008 Moti Kishin Jiandani  MS ’81

2009 Martha L. Gray BS ’78

2010 Vandy Johnson BS ’82

2011  Jianchang (JC) Mao PhD ’94

2008 Robert W. Leland BS ’85

2009  Seyed Hossein MS ’73, PhD ’ 77 
 Mousavinezhad

2010 Marvin W. Adams BS ’81

2011  William M. Siefert BS ’71, MS ’75 

2008 Daniel J. Inman PhD ’80

2009  David L. Joyce BS ’78

2010 Pandeli Durbetaki PhD ’64

2011 Thomas P. Gielda BS ’80, MS ’84

college of engineering

alumni award reciPientS

(cont.)




