
Have you ever gone to your high school reunion and not recognized 

most of the people there? Not only does the body change, but the face 

does, too, making it diffi  cult to recognize someone you knew 20 or 30 years 

ago. The same would be true for a missing child. What would the child look 

like after even fi ve years? For criminal off enders, law enforcement offi  cers 

might want to de-age faces to match them to their faces when they were 

younger. 

Variations caused by aging is an area of face recognition that has 

not received much research attention. Unsang Park (right in photo 

below), a CSE PhD student, took it up as the major focus of his 

PhD research. He is working with Yiying Tong (left in photo below), 

CSE assistant professor, and Anil Jain, CSE University Distinguished 

Professor, on the research.

“The area of facial variations caused by aging is an important problem,” 

says Tong. “There has been research on how pose, lighting, and expression 

aff ect facial recognition but aging is a complex process that aff ects both the 

3D shape of the face and its texture.”

The researchers are particularly interested in making improvements 

to commercial software used for face recognition. “But, it is diffi  cult to 

make signifi cant improvements to commercial software,” says Park, who 

received his PhD this spring and will continue his research in this area at 

MSU as a postdoc under Jain. Commercial face matchers have already been 

optimized, so in order to make them invariant to aging, a robust three-

dimensional (3D) model for the aging process needs to be developed. 

In addition, aging eff ects get mixed with changes due to facial pose and 

illumination. The lack of a suffi  cient amount of data (images of the same 

person at diff erent ages) is another hurdle.

A major problem that various government and law enforcement agen-

cies face is how to detect multiple enrollments in the facial databases they 

maintain, such as mug shots, driver’s license photos, or passport pictures. In 

these databases, there are instances where the same individual is enrolled 

several times under diff erent names (aliases). The only way to detect such 

multiple enrollments is to match facial images. If two diff erent records have 

similar facial images in them, then the records are most likely duplicates. 

3D Aging Models Improve Face Recognition
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Cogent Systems, one of the largest providers 

of biometric identifi cation systems in the world, 

recently donated $50,000 as a gift to MSU to be 

used by Anil Jain, CSE University Distinguished 

Professor, and his research group to support 

biometrics research. Cogent plans to give this gift 

annually for two additional years.

“Cogent is particularly impressed with our 

ongoing work in latent fi ngerprint matching that 

is similar to what is seen on the CSI television 

drama,” says Jain, whose work in this area is 

supported by the National Institute of Justice 

and the Army Research Offi  ce. In addition to 

the generous donation, Cogent also has hired 

Soweon Yoon, a CSE PhD student, as a 2009 

summer intern.

The Cogent Automated Palm Print/Fingerprint 

Identifi cation System enables customers to 

capture fi ngerprint and palm print images 

electronically, encode prints into searchable fi les, 

and accurately compare a set of fi ngerprints/

palm prints to a database containing potentially 

millions of prints in seconds. Cogent’s product 

line also includes Web applications, LiveScan 

devices, and mobile hand-held devices that 

capture and search multiple biometrics including 

facial and iris images.

 “Ming Hsieh, Cogent’s CEO and founder, 

has long made it a priority to support biometric 

Research Collaboration Advances Biometric Research at MSU

continued on page 2
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Spring commencement recently took 

place on campus once again.  Each 

spring, the beauty of the campus is 

highlighted by the joy and enthusiasm of 

our new graduates. We are pleased that the 

opportunities for MSU computer science 

graduates remain very bright in spite of the 

recent economic downturn.   Nevertheless, the 

downturn imposes some signifi cant economic 

challenges for MSU in the coming years, and 

the size of the faculty and staff  is expected to 

decrease.  Regardless, CSE continues to refl ect 

the optimism and joy of our recent graduates.  

In spite of the challenges ahead, the depart-

ment continues to strengthen and expand 

its impact.  We have many new, innovative 

educational and research projects underway.  

For example, you will fi nd in this newsletter 

a description of ways for applying 3-D aging 

face models to enhance face recognition.  

Check our Web site in the coming months to 

track the activity in a major thrust in digital 

evolution, called the BEACON project, and how 

it is applied to a variety of scientifi c problems.  

Educational research activity, funded by the 

National Science Foundation, continues to 

explore methods for retention of freshman 

and sophomore students in computer science 

and engineering.   These are merely a few of 

the many projects underway.  The department 

continues to move forward and the future is 

bright.

One of the benefi ts of being the chairper-

son of CSE is working with colleagues who are 

extremely passionate about their roles in the 

department.  As an example, Professor George 

Stockman has consistently shown passion as 

a teacher, mentor, adviser, and researcher, and 

has also enthusiastically served as an admin-

istrator in the role of associate chairperson 

for the past four years. I have been fortunate 

to work with him to observe closely how he 

serves our students. In recognition of his ex-

ceptional service, he was awarded the College 

of Engineering Withrow Exceptional Service 

Award this spring.  He recently decided to step 

down as an administrator, but he will continue 

to serve students as teacher, adviser, and 

mentor, as well as through his many outreach 

activities.  We are fortunate that Professor 

Abdol-Hossein Esfahanian has agreed to serve 

as the associate chairperson.  He has served 

the department in many capacities, including 

several years as the graduate director.  He will 

be an enthusiastic advocate for our students 

and the department. e

research within the academic community,” says 

Tom Hopper, chief technology offi  cer for Cogent. 

“Professor Jain and his research team have 

consistently provided innovation and leadership 

in this area, so it is natural that Ming would want 

to help support MSU. We look forward to seeing 

where their investigations take them in the 

future.”

Jain is enthusiastic about the possibilities 

for advancing this research. “Latent fi ngerprint 

matching is an exciting area of research, not only 

because of the intellectual challenge it poses 

in pattern recognition and image processing 

research, but also because an accurate match-

ing system will help 

identify suspects and 

victims in criminal 

investigations,” says 

Jain. “This gift from 

Cogent will allow me to 

hire additional students 

and a postdoc to work 

in this area.”  e

– Jane L. DePriest

Graduation Breakfast: A CSE Tradition

This spring the CSE department continued its tradition of hosting a breakfast for 

graduating students and their families. The original idea for the breakfast came from the 

CSE Board of Visitors (now the Strategic Partners Council) in 1996. The Dow Chemical 

Corporation provided the initial support for the breakfast. Crowe Horwath (formerly Crowe 

Chizek) has sponsored the graduation breakfast since 1997.  

Dean Satish Udpa, chairperson Matt Mutka, and graduate director Eric Torng congratu-

lated the 2009 graduates and wished them success in their endeavors.  Professor George 

Stockman led CSE graduates, faculty, and families in an interactive tribute to the bonds 

forged during the process of earning a degree. 

Gina Chernoby, who received her BS degree, spoke on behalf of the graduating BS 

students, and Scott Fleming, PhD graduate, represented the graduating MS and PhD 

students. 

Kevin Ohl (BS ’78, MBA ’81) presented a donation to the CSE Horizon Endowed Fund 

on behalf of the spring 2009 graduating class.  Ohl and his wife, Sue, established the 

Horizon Fund in 2008 to enhance opportunities and innovations in computer science 

education, research, and service. Horizon Fund donors have the opportunity to compose 

messages recognizing faculty/staff  who have made a diff erence in their lives.  For a link 

to the online recognition page, which includes tributes from spring 2009 graduates, visit 

www.cse.msu.edu/horizon. 

 For additional information about the CSE Horizon Endowed Fund, or other giving 

opportunities, contact the College of Engineering Development Offi  ce by e-mail at 

egrdevel@egr.msu.edu, or by phone at 517-355-8339. 

from the
Chair
   MATT MUTKA

Research Collaboration 
(continued from page 1)

Anil Jain
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“We need to develop face recognition systems invariant to images of the 

same user captured at different times,” says Park. “Many offenders will 

commit crimes at different periods in their lives, often starting as a young 

adult, or even before, and continue throughout their lives.” It is not unusual 

to encounter a time difference of many years in some applications. 

“We learn the aging patterns of shape and the corresponding texture in 

3D domain by adapting a 3D morphable model. For our research, we rely 

on two public domain face aging databases, called FG-NET and MORPH,” 

says Park. These databases contain multiple images of a few hundred 

individuals taken over a period of time, in some cases, ranging from ages 

one to 65. Park’s research showed that using the 3D aging model improves 

the face recognition accuracy by about 10 percent (from 28 percent to 37.8 

percent on the FG-NET database). 

This improvement is still not sufficient to fully solve multiple enrollment 

problems.  So, Park and his research team are currently developing more 

robust aging models that can further improve the face recognition accuracy. 

“Our efforts are in two directions:  increasing the size of the training 

database of facial aging patterns to better tune the model parameters, and 

developing separate models for different gender, ethnicity, and age groups 

instead of one aging model,” says Park. Several government agencies are 

interested in the research. 

In addition to facial aging, the Biometrics Research Group is also work-

ing on other topics such as face recognition in videos, face matching with 

facial marks, and matching face images to sketches. e

– Jane L. DePriest

3D Aging Models (continued from page 1)

Alumni Pipeline
2009 Distinguished Alumni Award

Martha L. Gray (BS ’78) received the 

Computer Science and Engineering Distinguished 

Alumni Award at the annual College of Engineer-

ing Alumni Awards Banquet in May. Established 

in 2004, this award recognizes an alumnus who 

has distinguished himself/herself as a leader in 

the computer science and engineering profession.

 Gray has had a multifaceted academic 

career in which she has conducted research 

to better understand (and possibly prevent) 

osteoarthritis; led a preeminent academic unit 

in which engineers, scientists, physicians, and 

business professionals seek to advance human 

health; and served the profession through work 

with organizations and institutions. She is the J.W. 

Kieckhfer Professor and former director of the 

Health Sciences and Technology (HST) Division 

of Harvard and the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT). She is also a professor in 

MIT’s Department of Electrical Engineering and 

Computer Science. She earned her BS (’78) 

in computer science/systems science from 

Michigan State University, an MS (’81) in electrical 

engineering from MIT, and a PhD (’86) in medi-

cal engineering from HST. Following postdoctoral 

work at Tufts University and the State University 

of New York Stony Brook, she joined the MIT 

faculty in HST and MIT’s Department of Electrical 

Engineering and Computer Science in 1987.

Gray was the first woman to lead a science or 

engineering department at MIT. During and since 

her 13-year tenure as head of the Harvard-MIT 

Division of Health Sciences and Technology 

(HST), she shepherded the vigorous growth so 

that now HST boasts a community of more than 

400 students, 65 faculty, and nearly 200 affiliated 

faculty who create a multidisciplinary and 

multi-professional environment—in classrooms, 

hospital rooms, and laboratories. This community 

is focused on advancing human health, and 

students who train in this environment (MD, 

PhD, MS, and MBA) come out unusually well 

prepared to lead and innovate. Most recently, 

Gray has directed her efforts toward advising 

other institutions and governments as they seek 

to develop similar efforts.

Her research has centered on understanding 

osteoarthritis. She was among the first to demon-

strate that mechanical (and other physicochemi-

cal) factors could dramatically influence the 

production of cartilage macromolecules that 

provide cartilage with its remarkable load-bearing 

capacity—thereby lending support to the belief 

that these factors play an important role in 

cartilage development, degeneration, and repair.

More recently she and colleagues have 

pioneered new ways to image cartilage in vivo 

and in vitro. Many in industry and academia are 

now using the MR method developed by her 

group (known as dGEMRIC) to provide a window 

into how disease and therapeutic strategies 

affect cartilage tissue before it is destroyed 

by disease, thereby providing information that 

has previously been unavailable with routinely 

used imaging methods. The significance of her 

accomplishments was recently recognized by 

the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons 

and the Orthopaedic Research Society’s Kappa 

Delta Award.

She is an elected fellow of the AAAS and of 

the American Institute of Medical and Biological 

Engineers (AIMBE), and has served in several 

elected positions for professional societies and 

on many advisory boards. She is associate editor 

of the Annual Reviews of Biomedical Engineering.

She currently resides in Arlington, Mass., with 

her husband and boat builder, Dick Pereli, and 

her three teenage children—Andrew, Dora, and 

George. e
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Withrow Teaching Excellence Award
C. Titus Brown, assis-

tant professor, received 

a Withrow Teaching 

Excellence Award at the 

college’s annual awards 

luncheon in March. 

Students describe 

Brown as an enthusiastic and passionate 

instructor. In his first semester at MSU, he 

garnered instant recognition among students for 

his teaching abilities. With a degree in molecular 

biology and a dozen years of experience in 

developing software for scientific computing, 

Brown brings a unique perspective to his classes. 

He challenges students with purposefully 

ill-specified, open-ended problems while at the 

same time creating a fun and interesting class. 

His energy and focus on real-world applications 

are especially engaging. 

Says one student: “Dr. Brown presents the 

material in a way that made me want to learn 

more.” Students like his easygoing manner, and 

his broad range of knowledge makes it easy to 

ask him questions. “Dr. Brown is without a doubt 

the coolest professor.” “He has cleared up my 

decision that CSE should be my major.”

Withrow Distinguished Scholar— 
Junior Award

Rong Jin, associate 

professor, received the 

Withrow Distinguished 

Scholar – Junior Award 

at the college’s annual 

awards luncheon in 

March. This award 

is given to a faculty member who has been 

in service to the university for not more than 

seven years and has demonstrated excellence in 

scholarship. 

Jin excels in the research area of statistical 

machine learning. He has developed algorithms 

and frameworks that benefit large-scale 

real-world problems, such as natural language 

processing, computer vision, human computer 

interaction, bioinformatics, health care, and 

physiology. Jin has successfully applied machine 

learning techniques to multimedia data analysis, 

with a number of applications ranging from 

Web image/video retrieval (Google Image and 

YouTube) to personal photo organizers. In the 

TREC evaluation of video retrieval from 2001 to 

2003, the system Jin developed with colleagues 

at Carnegie Mellon University was ranked the 

best among a number of world-class participants.

“His work, particularly in the areas of 

language modeling, text mining, and IR have 

made an impact,” says one colleague. Peers cite 

his excellent funding record with research grants 

from NSF, NIH, ONR, ARO, Intel Corporation, 

and NEC Laboratories America as evidence of 

his success in interdisciplinary collaborations. 

Jin also received an NSF CAREER Award. He 

has published more than 100 papers in the 

prestigious journals in his field, and served on 

the program committees of conferences that are 

highly influential in his field.

Students describe Jin as an exceptional 

mentor who inspires them through his creativity, 

attention to detail, and devotion to research. One 

former student says “above all the knowledge 

he had imparted, what I also harvested and 

cherished most was that from him I saw a 

scholar’s passion, dedication, and contribu-

tions for scientific research. This helped me to 

Faculty and Staff Pipeline

For students, Design Day is the grand finale of 15 weeks of hard work 
on projects. Design Day, held this year on May 1 at the MSU Union, is now 
a college-wide event, with students from all departments in the College of 
Engineering showing off their projects. While all who completed projects and 
made presentations are winners, these are the CSE winners of spring 2009 
Design Day awards.

Auto-Owners Exposition Award, which honors the CSE capstone 
team with the best overall Design Day performance: Team 2, Auto-Owners 
Insurance, Telephone Log Self-Service Dashboard. Team members were 
Daniel Chandonnet , Gina Chernoby, Michael Eaton, and Steve Springer. 

This award was presented by Scott Lake and Bob Buchanan of Auto-Owners 
Insurance Company of Lansing, Mich., the sponsor of this award.

Chrysler Praxis Award, which recognizes the team that engineers the 
software system that is the most technically challenging: Team 6, Motorla, 
User-Generated Video Services for Cable Systems. Team members were 
Matt Beer, Randy Lyczynski, Maitland Marsh, and Bethany Wenzel. 
The award, which is sponsored by Chrysler LLC of Auburn Hills, Mich., was 
presented by Karen Wrobel of Chrysler.

Crowe Horwath Sigma Award, which recognizes the best overall 
capstone experience: Team 10, Urban Science, Web-based Geography 

Spring 2009 Design Day

From left: Gina Chernoby, Michael Eaton, Steve Springer, and Daniel Chandonnet had 
the best overall design performance.

From left: Bethany Wenzel, Randy Lyczynski, and Maitland Marsh had the most tech-
nically challenging software system. Team member Matt Beer is not pictured.
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establish my own interest in research and finally 

motivated me to make my career choice upon 

graduation.” Jin has a deep commitment to foster 

and develop a multidisciplinary training/educa-

tion program in machine learning. He created 

an undergraduate course in information retrieval 

and a graduate seminar in advanced machine 

learning, and collaborated with faculty in other 

departments on courses in bioinformatics and 

systems biology. As one colleague sums up: 

“Dr. Jin is a great asset to your department and 

university, and to the research community.”

Withrow Exceptional Service Award
George C. Stockman, 

professor, received the 

Withrow Exceptional 

Service Award at the 

college’s annual awards 

luncheon in March. This 

award recognizes a fac-

ulty member who has demonstrated exceptional 

institutional, public, and community service. 

Stockman is an individual whose leadership 

and enthusiasm have had a profound impact 

on the MSU community, his profession, and the 

public. He is an inspiring teacher and mentor 

who has advised the MSU Concrete Canoe 

Team and other student groups for more than 

two decades. His energy and experience as an 

administrator have benefited the department in 

his roles as graduate director, associate chairper-

son, and acting chairperson. Stockman’s research 

in collaboration with faculty in the Department 

of Crop and Soil Sciences has resulted in a root 

measurement system used worldwide by plant 

and soil scientists. His 3D measurement software 

resulted in the launch of a start-up—ERL, LLC—

which evaluates the ergonomic design of cars.

He has forged partnerships between 

government, community, industry, and education 

to revitalize the mid-Michigan economy through 

computing and information technology.

He was instrumental in forming ITEC-Lansing, 

a nonprofit technology center that offers hands-

on activities designed to teach youth science, 

technology, engineering, and mathematics 

(STEM) skills, and is vice president of the ITEC 

board of directors. Stockman also serves on 

the Capital Area IT Council of Lansing, and has 

conducted workshops at Woodcreek Magnet 

Elementary School’s Science Career Day.

IEEE Fellow
Juyang (John) Weng, 

professor, has been 

named an IEEE fellow 

for contributions to 

computer vision and 

pattern recognition. 

Weng is co-founder of 

the Embodied Intelligence Laboratory, a member 

of the MSU Cognitive Science Program, and a 

member of the MSU Neuroscience Program. 

His research interests lie in the intersection 

of the general fields of computer science and 

engineering, brain science, and cognitive science. 

He is the author or co-author of more than 200 

research articles and book chapters. 

The grade of fellow is one of the IEEE’s 

most prestigious honors. It recognizes unusual 

distinction in the profession and an extraordinary 

record of accomplishments in an IEEE field. The 

accomplishments that are being honored have 

contributed importantly to the advancement 

or application of engineering, science, and 

technology. e

More information about faculty and staff 
accomplishments and research funding is avail-
able on the CSE Web site – www.cse.msu.edu.

management. Team members were Jeremy Kocks, Jeffrey Smith, and 
Jason Weber. The award, which is sponsored by Crow Horwath LLP of Oak 
Brook, Ill., was present by Alex Keefe of Crowe Horwath. 

TechSmith Screencast Award, which honors the team with the best 
project video: Team 4, Ford, Ford Conference Room Monitor. Team members 
were Lauri Marc Ahlman, Gregory Kent, Michael Peteuil, and Nicholas 
Stumpos. The award, sponsored by the creators of Camtasia Studio, 
TechSmith of Okemos, Mich., was presented by Dean Craven of TechSmith.

The judges of these Design Day awards were:
•	 Lisa Byington, sports anchor,  WLNS TV, Lansing, Mich. 

•	 Rich Enbody,  associate professor of computer science and engineer-
ing,  Michigan State University,  East Lansing, Mich.

•	 Naim Falandino, software architect, Covisint, Detroit, Mich.
•	 Louise Hemond-Wilson, executive IT architecture consultant, IBM, 

Owosso, Mich. 
•	 Brian Niemiec, vice president, Sircon, Okemos, Mich.
•	 Kevin Ohl, executive partner, Crowe Horwath LLP, Oak Brook, Ill.
•	 Marty Strickler, director of information systems, Rose Packing 

Company, Barrington, Ill.
•	 Karen Wrobel, senior manager, Chrysler LLC, Auburn Hills, Mich. e

From left: Michael Peteuil, Gregory Kent, Lauri Marc Ahlman, and Nicholas Stumpos 
had the best project video.

From left: Jeremy Kocks, Jeffrey Smith, and Jason Weber received an award for the 
best overall capstone experience.
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2009 Outstanding Graduate Student
Chad R. Meiners has been 

named the 2009 Outstand-

ing Graduate Student in the 

Department of Computer 

Science and Engineering at 

Michigan State University. 

Meiners is a doctoral 

student, working under the guidance of Alex 

Liu and Eric Torng. He received his BS (cum 

laude with departmental honors) from Truman 

State University in 2000, his MS from MSU in 

2004, and graduated in May 2009 with his PhD. 

Meiners works on optimizing hardware-based 

packet classification systems. Packet classifica-

tion is the core mechanism that enables many 

Internet services, such as firewall protection and 

packet filtering. His thesis will represent the first 

comprehensive study of optimization techniques 

for hardware-based packet classification systems. 

Although he has been working in this area 

for only two years, he has made significant 

contributions to the field with four papers 

published in top conferences and four more 

ready to be published. Meiners also helped write 

five research proposals, one of which was funded 

by Cisco Systems, Inc., the leading supplier of 

Internet routers. 

In addition to his exceptional research, Mein-

ers has been a model citizen with eight years of 

service on department and College of Engineer-

ing committees, including three years as graduate 

student representative to the CSE department’s 

Advisory Committee and one year as graduate 

student representative to the college’s Advisory 

Council. He has also been a highly regarded 

teaching assistant and instructor for CSE 231, the 

introductory computer science course. 

In spring 2009, the MSU College of Engineer-

ing Research and Graduate Studies Committee 

presented Meiners with an Honorable Mention 

for the Fitch Beach Outstanding Graduate 

Research Award for outstanding research in a 

PhD program in the MSU College of Engineering. 

Meiners holds a patent for system and method 

of sub-surface system design and installation.

2009 Undergraduate Awards
Eight undergraduate students in the CSE 

department received awards at the College 

of Engineering Academic Awards and Service 

Recognition Reception on March 19th. 

College of Engineering Academic Achieve-

ment Awards recognize outstanding academic 

performance. They are awarded to the top 3 

percent of undergraduate juniors and seniors in 

each department and undergraduate sopho-

mores in the top 1 percent of their class. CSE 

award winners were: 

Senior Academic Achievement Award Recipients 
Kareem Janoudi is an Honors College mem-

ber and MSU scholarship recipient. Last summer, 

he worked on a PHP and MySQL development 

team at IBM. As CEO of Order4Free, an online 

digital marketing business, Janoudi works with 

20 digital marketing companies and has recruited 

thousands of publishers. Janoudi looks forward 

to traveling this summer before graduating this 

coming winter. 

Ben Pedersen is a member of the MSU 

chapter of the Association for Computing 

Machinery. In between two jobs and 12 credit 

hours, he enjoys reading fantasy and sci-fi. Prior 

to attending MSU, Pedersen was a student at 

Lansing Community College and the California 

Institute of Technology, where he studied electri-

cal engineering. This summer, Pedersen hopes 

to obtain a summer internship in the software 

development or software engineering field. 

Jimmy Voss serves as treasurer for Mason-

Abbot Residence Hall Government at MSU. He is 

a professorial assistant for CSE professor George 

Stockman. In his leisure time, he enjoys playing 

cards, video games, and sports. This summer, 

Voss is participating in an NSF Research Experi-

ence for Undergraduates program at Oakland 

University. His research will focus on computa-

tional and numerical statistics and mathematics. 

Junior Academic Achievement Award Recipients 
Vu Bui is an international student from 

Vietnam. His hobbies include basketball, soccer, 

and computer games. Next semester, he hopes 

to find a programming or networking internship. 

Ryan Ley has been on the dean’s list for five 

consecutive semesters. Ley is a DaimlerChrysler 

Corporation scholarship recipient and Alumni 

Distinguished Scholarship semifinalist. Currently, 

Ley works as an assistant Web developer and 

database manager for MSU Contract and Grant 

Administration. His summer plans include a 

programming internship at the Thomson Reuters 

Tax and Accounting business unit in Ann Arbor. 

Sophomore Academic Achievement Award 
Recipient 

Steven Garske is a member of the MSU 

chapter of the Association for Computing Ma-

chinery, Spartasoft, and National Honor Society: 

Charitas Chapter. He has been on the dean’s list 

for three semesters. This summer, Garske plans 

to obtain an internship in computer science. 

Service Recognition Award Recipients 
Dianna Kay is an executive board member 

and current webmaster of the MSU Women in 

Computing (WIC). She is webmaster for the 

Michigan Celebration of Women in Computing, 

a regional conference designed to address the 

decline of women choosing computer science as 

a profession. Kay attended Google’s Computer 

Science Summer Institute in 2008. This summer, 

she is working at MSU-CIBER, helping to convert 

their Web site from ASP to ASP.NET. 

Stephanie Ortiz was vice president of MSU 

Women in Computing, E-board member and 

webmaster for the MSU chapter of the Society of 

Women Engineers, and a member of the Society 

of Hispanic Engineers. Ortiz attended the Grace 

Hopper Celebration of Women in Computing 

in October 2008. She is working as a software 

Student Pipeline

A New Opportunity
The CSE department has created a new Facebook page. We’re excited about providing our alumni, 

students, faculty, staff, and friends with more opportunities to engage with the department and 

network with each other.

You are invited to share photos, post job opportunities, connect with old friends, engage in 

discussions, and guide the general evolution of this page. Students and alumni are encouraged to ask 

questions or share information about the department.

To become a “fan” of the official Michigan State University Department of Computer Science and 

Engineering page, visit http://www.facebook.dj/cse.msu.edu e



engineer in Quality for Salesforce.com in San 

Francisco this July.

Students Receive SWE Awards
MSU Women in Com-

puting members Jessica 

Parks and Merav Nahoom 

have received Outstanding 

SWE/WIE Member Awards. 

The purpose of the award 

is to honor exemplary 

students who have par-

ticipated in the Society of 

Women Engineers, Women 

in Engineering, and/or 

Women in Computing 

programs at Michigan State 

University. 

Winners were selected 

on the basis of outstanding academic achieve-

ment and community involvement. Parks, a 

computer science senior, received the award 

sponsored by TechSmith Corporation. Nahoom, a 

computer engineering senior, received the award 

sponsored by Terex. 

Honda Shing Fellowship
Scott Fleming, a CSE PhD 

student, has been awarded 

the Honda Shing Endowed 

Fellowship in Computer 

Science. He is a member 

of the Software Engineer-

ing and Network Systems 

Laboratory. His adviser is R.E. Kurt Stirewalt, CSE 

associate professor.

In his research, Fleming strives to understand 

and address the challenges involved in main-

taining concurrent software. His work on the 

Szumo Project investigated how synchronization 

contracts could be used to simplify the develop-

ment and maintenance of multi-threaded, 

object-oriented programs. His more recent work 

on the Copse project combines techniques from 

computer science and psychology to understand 

how successful developers maintain concurrent 

software and to design methods and tools that 

promote success. 

In addition to his research contributions, 

Fleming has served as a representative on five 

different department committees and has been 

an exceptional advocate for student involvement 

through his work as a founding representative 

of the CSE Graduate Association (CSEGA). Prior 

to joining MSU, Fleming worked as a computer 

science instructor at Western Michigan University. 

His MSU teaching record includes object-oriented 

software design. Fleming received his PhD in 

computer science in May.

The Honda Shing Endowed Fellowship in 

Computer Science was established in 2008 to 

support promising full-time students who are 

majoring in computer science.

MICWIC 2009
The second Michigan Celebration of 

Women in Computing (MICWIC) was a fun 

learning opportunity. On April 3-4, 2009, approxi-

mately 120 people, including 66 undergraduate 

and graduate students, 24 college faculty and 

staff, and 24 industry professionals, converged on 

the Kellogg Biological Station in Hickory Corners, 

Mich., to learn about the rewards of careers in 

computing and in advancing technology through 

broader representation of women. 

This event, which is held biennially, is part 

of a nationwide effort to address the decline in 

American women choosing computer science 

as a profession. MSU CSE collaborated with 

computer science faculty from 16 different 

organizations and universities across the state 

to plan the event. Linda Ott, professor and chair 

of the Department of Computer Science at 

Michigan Technological University in Houghton, 

Mich., was the conference chair. 

The gold sponsors included Crowe Horwath 

and Michigan State University Libraries, Comput-

ing and Technology. The silver sponsors were 

ACM-W, Eaton Corporation, Michigan Council of 

Women in Technology, and TechSmith Corpora-

tion. There were numerous other academic 

sponsors and supporters of the conference. The 

group offers thanks to the sponsors and all who 

worked to make this conference a success. 

To learn more about MICWIC, visit www.cse.

msu.edu/MICWIC.

WIC Google Trip 2009
A Women in Computing (WIC) trip to the 

Google offices in Chicago inspired a group of 

young women this winter. Sixteen students 

made the trip along with the WIC adviser, Teresa 

VanderSloot. The Chicago office was chosen 

because it is the closest office with computer 

programmers. This office works on Google Code, 

which is the public-facing developer site and 

platform, as well as other programs. After the 

tour and tech talk, the group was excited about 

the possibilities and was motivated to work on 

projects. Not all of the women were from WIC, 

but since the trip, they have started coming to 

meetings and three are now officers for next year. 

2009-2010 WIC Officers and Donations
MSU Women in Computing (WIC) recently 

elected new officers for the coming academic 

year. They are Meghan McNeil, president; Marie 

Buckner, vice president; Lisa Kelly, treasurer; 

Dianna Kay, secretary; Merav Nahoom and Caitlin 

Russ, webmasters; Michele Wynski, outreach co-

ordinator; and Jessica Parks, university relations. 

During the 2008-2009 academic year MSU 

WIC received donations from the Dow Chemical 

Company and Dow Corning Corporation. The 

funds were used in part for the WIC Google trip 

this winter and the remainder will be used for 

future activities. Representatives of both compa-

nies have made presentations at WIC meetings, 

encouraging female students in their computer 

studies and sharing their work experiences.

MSU ACM New Officers and Sponsorship
The MSU student chapter of the Association 

for Computing Machinery (ACM) has elected 

officers for 2009-2010. They are Scott Buffa, 

president; Steven Garske, vice president; Kole 

Reece, treasurer; and Darren Hong, secretary.

Union Pacific is now sponsoring the MSU 

student ACM chapter. Union Pacific’s donation 

will help support ACM events and activities, 

such as weekly faculty-student social hours, 

video game and programming contests, trips to 

conferences, and technical talks. e
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Jessica Parks

Merav Nahoom
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Spring 2009 Design Day

As part of the 
Design Day 
activities, two 
children work on 
the GE Aviation 
flight simulator. 
One of the goals 
of Design Day is to 
encourage kids to 
pursue careers in 
engineering.

The Motorola team 
talks with College 

of Engineering 
Alumni Association 

Board chair,  
Joe Gentile 

(center). More 
information about 

Design Day is on 
pages 4 and 5.


