
Environmental engineers have always been at 

the forefront of water management, but the 

challenges have increased as the world has 

become more urban and industrial and as new 

chemicals and organisms that can contaminate 

water have emerged. The Department of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering is working to meet those 

challenges with ongoing research. 

Volodymyr Tarabara, CEE assistant professor, 

hopes that his work on the development of a new 

generation of membranes specifically for water treat-

ment will help. As with most of the environmental 

engineering projects, Tarabara’s research is multidis-

ciplinary, involving research from the environmental 

engineering program as well as other departments 

and colleges on campus and even around the world. 

“We are trying to improve our understanding of 

the physical and chemical processes governing the 

transport of dissolved and colloidal species to and 

across membranes,” says Tarabara.

The goal is to develop new membranes to use in 

water quality control and in hybrid water treatment 

systems. “We would like to combine traditional 

membrane materials and preparation methods 

with functional nanomaterials,” says Tarabara, who 

hopes this leads to membranes that give better 

performance and are multifunctional. “These can be 

useful for water treatment and sensing the presence 

of contaminants,” says Tarabara. He is working 

with both ceramic and polymeric membranes, 

and then adding nanoparticles to turn membranes 

into multifunctional devices that do more than just 

separation.

One example is Tarabara’s work with Susan 

Nanotechnology Advances Membrane Research
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Research Goes Beyond 
MSU and the U.S.

Opportunities for collaboration 

and international research were of 

prime importance to Tarabara in 

selecting a faculty position after he 

completed his PhD in environmental 

science and engineering at Rice 

University. Soon after he joined the 

MSU faculty in 2004, Tarabara, along 

with CEE professor Thomas Voice 

and colleagues in MSU’s chemistry 

department and at Duke University, 

submitted a proposal to the National 

Science Foundation. 

Their proposal was awarded one 

of the first grants in NSF’s Partnership 

for International Research and Educa-

tion (PIRE) program. The $2.5 million 

grant, which runs for five years until 

2010, is called Partnership for Educa-

tion and Research in Membrane 

Nanotechnologies (PERMEANT). It 

was one of only 12 grants chosen 

from more than 190 submissions. 

PERMEANT is a coordinated 

international effort with two 

research centers in France and two 

institutions in Eastern Europe. The 

goal is to create new membrane 

technologies for water treatment, 

especially novel types of membranes 

that are resistant to fouling. “This 

partnership gives engineers and 

continued on page 3
Volodymyr Tarabara (far right), CEE assistant professor, works with students on projects to combine traditional 
membrane materials with nanomaterials.
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This is a celebratory year for the department—it is our centennial, an 

occasion to reminisce. We have come a long way over the years, with 

humble beginnings in 1909 as the Department of Civil Engineering 

at the Michigan Agricultural College. In 1925 the institution was renamed 

Michigan State College, and in its 100th year in 1955 it was renamed yet again 

to the Michigan State University of Agriculture and Applied Science. The 

department was initially housed in the Engineering Building, which burned 

down in 1916 and was replaced by Olds Hall. 

In 1949 the department was renamed the Department of Civil and 

Sanitary Engineering and Mechanics. In 1962 the current Engineering 

Building was completed and the department moved into it. In 1985 the 

department was renamed the Department of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering. 

As the environmental engineering program grew and research 

laboratory space was required, the environmental engineering and fluids 

mechanics faculty, research laboratories, and graduate students were 

moved to the Engineering Research Complex in 1986. The Engineering 

Building was expanded and the department moved into its present 

location in the new wing in 1989. The Civil Infrastructure Laboratory was 

completed at Jolly Road in Okemos, just south of the MSU campus, in 

2002 and expanded in 2007 to add the Structural Fire Testing Facility.

During its first 60 years or so, the department was primarily teaching-

oriented. Research was strengthened over the last 40 years and the 

tenure stream faculty size has slowly grown to the present number 

of 24. Currently we award about 90 BS degrees each year, and the 

graduate student enrollment is about 100, equally split between MS and 

PhD students. Our primary research strengths are in environmental, 

hydrology and water resources, structural, and pavement engineering.  

Our external research expenditure was $5.3 million for FY 2007-08.

The curriculum has changed considerably over the years. Surveying 

was a prominent part of the curriculum over the first 75 years, but is 

now taught in only half a course. On the other hand, engineering design 

has been strengthened considerably, being introduced to freshmen and 

culminating in a senior design project in which teams of six to seven 

students work on a large civil engineering project. 

Over time, new people, new curricula, and new ideas have elevated 

the department to new heights. We have achieved international recogni-

tion in select signature areas. It is a joy to be in the pilot’s seat and look 

in the rearview mirror! e 

from the Chair
Ronald HaRicHandRan

Kodur named Fellow of canadian academy of 
Engineering

Venkatesh Kodur, professor and director of the MSU Structural 

Fire Testing Facility, has been elected a fellow of the Canadian 

Academy of Engineering (CAE). This prestigious academy includes 

many of Canada’s most accomplished engineers, who have 

expressed their dedication to the application of science and engi-

neering principles in the interests of the country and its enterprises. 

Being a fellow of CAE is the highest honor for engineers in Canada. 

Kodur’s election was formally announced at the academy’s 2009 

Annual General Meeting and awards ceremony on July 13 in Calgary, 

Alberta, Canada. 

Members of the academy are nominated and elected by 

their peers to honorary fellowships, in view of their distinguished 

achievements and career-long service to the engineering profes-

sion. Kodur’s citation reads: “Dr. Kodur has made significant 

contributions and earned recognition for his research and 

development activities in structural, material, and fire areas. He 

has published more than 200 technical papers, developed unique 

research programs in structural fire safety at NRC Canada, trained 

graduate students, and developed fire design guidelines that have 

been incorporated in many codes and standards. Dr. Kodur, a fellow 

of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and the American 

Concrete Institute (ACI), has won many awards and was the only 

non-American invited to be part of the ASCE/FEMA expert’s team 

for the World Trade Center building investigation. He has trans-

ferred—through media interviews, keynote presentations, and blue 

ribbon panels—WTC investigation findings to the public, has raised 

the awareness of the engineering profession, and has showcased 

the world-class research in Canada’s institutions.” 

Kodur is one of the world’s leading experts on the effects of fire 

on materials and structural systems. He has more than 18 years of 

experience in structural and fire engineering and spent 12 years at the 

National Research Council Canada just prior to coming to MSU. e

Celebrating 100 years of civil and environmental engineering

Venkatesh Kodur (foreground), professor and director of the MSU Structural 
Fire Testing Facility, was recently elected a fellow of the Canadian Academy of 
Engineering. Here he discusses a project with PhD students (from left) Wasim 
Khaliq and Rustin Fike.



Masten, CEE professor, who specializes in the 

oxidation of chemical contaminants and studies 

advanced oxidation processes such as those where 

oxidation and membrane filtration are combined in 

one hybrid unit. Masten and Tarabara are working 

together on an NSF-funded project where ozonation 

and ultra filtration unit processes have been shown 

to synergistically enhance each other and provide 

remarkable advantages over existing technologies 

both in terms of the amount and quality of the prod-

uct water that is generated. Tarabara and Masten are 

looking to build on these results to apply the hybrid 

ozone-membrane process to water reuse. 

On another project, Tarabara is collaborating with 

Syed Hashsham, CEE associate professor, and James 

Tiedje, University Distinguished Professor and direc-

tor of MSU’s Center for Microbial Ecology, on novel 

approaches to detect pathogens in water. Tarabara’s 

contribution to the project is in the development of 

a membrane for the fast concentration of pathogens 

that can be processed by the hand-held detection 

device developed by Hashsham, who is the lead 

researcher on this EPA-funded effort. The goal is 

to design the membrane-based preconcentration 

process that ensures that pathogens are reproduc-

ibly recovered in the concentrate with minimal 

or no losses to the membrane or the permeate 

stream. The project is an excellent illustration of how 

advances in the membrane sciences can be put to 

use in environmental applications.  

One of Tarabara’s concerns is the environmental 

impact of nanotechnology. “This is a science and 

policy issue,” says Tarabara. “How safe are the novel 

materials developed through nanotechnology? What 

will happen when these materials enter our air, soil, 

and water? What are the health effects of these 

materials?” These are topics that Tarabara hopes to 

address in continuing research. e

– Jane L. DePriest
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Nanotechnology (continued from page 1)

scientists an international perspective on 

issues related to public water supply and 

treatment,” says Tarabara. The research 

team also has to deal with the logistics 

of long-distance communication, and 

problems such as how to exchange 

samples and how to get them through 

customs. In addition, researchers must 

overcome cultural, climatic, geographic, 

and political challenges. “It brings an 

added dimension to the research,” says 

Tarabara.

Students are a fundamental part 

of the partnership. The research is 

organized in international teams in which 

doctoral students supported by separate 

funding at a foreign institute are teamed 

with students from each of the U.S. uni-

versities. “This approach allows students 

to compare classroom experiences, share 

instructional materials, help one another 

with research methodologies, and forge 

long-term international contacts,” says 

Tarabara. e

The Michigan 

Department of Trans-

portation (MDOT) and 

the CEE department 

have teamed up to try 

to increase the number 

of students interested in 

careers in civil engineer-

ing, particularly related 

to transportation. In a 

recent agreement, MSU 

and MDOT will offer 

one-time scholarships of $2,500 each for up to five students who success-

fully complete the summer internship segment of the Transportation and 

Civil Engineering (TRAC) program at MDOT and are accepted into the MSU 

civil engineering program.

The TRAC Program is a hands-on educational outreach program de-

signed for use in middle and high school science, mathematics and social 

science classes. The program integrates transportation and civil engineering 

concepts into the classes and engages students in real-world applications, 

problem solving, and critical thinking, encouraging them to consider careers 

in transportation and civil engineering. The program is free to schools, 

and MDOT provides training to teachers and engineer volunteers, who 

speak about their careers in transportation and work with students in their 

classrooms.

MDOT also offers the opportunity for summer internships to students 

who have completed middle/high school classes that use the TRAC 

Program. “The transportation industry expects a shortage of civil engineers 

in the near future,” says Jan Pohl, who directs the TRAC Program. “Through 

the TRAC Program and these scholarships, we hope to help students 

prepare for careers in civil engineering.” 

The first scholarship was committed this spring to Christina Kalouche 

of Lansing. Kalouche graduated from Eastern High School and has 

completed her freshman year at Lansing Community College. e

Christina Kalouche with Ron Harichandran.

Tarabara enjoys opportunities for international collaboration.

Research (continued from page 1)

cEE department and MdoT Partnership offers Scholarships
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Kin Keung Lai (PhD ‘77) received the Joon S. Moon Distinguished 

International Alumni Award at a ceremony in April, hosted by the Dean 

of International Studies and Programs. The award, named for an eminent 

Korean-American businessman, who is a College of Engineering alumnus, 

recognizes an international alum who has brought special credit to MSU 

through professional achievements and contributions to international 

understanding.

Lai is known for his compassion, determination, enthusiasm, and empa-

thy for the underprivileged. After graduating with a PhD in civil engineering 

from Michigan State University in 1977, Lai returned to Hong Kong. He spent 

six years in private industry before joining the faculty of the City University 

of Hong Kong, where he is presently a chaired professor and acting head of 

the department of management science. 

In addition to his service to the City University of Hong Kong, Lai is 

actively involved in MBA programs in mainland China and in Taiwan. He 

is an adjunct professor at five universities in China, served as the dean of 

the business college at Hunan University, and was awarded a distinguished 

professorship at Yuen Ze University in Taiwan.

Serving the professional community in Hong Kong, China, and the Asian 

continent, Lai was a founding member of both the Operations Research 

Society of Hong Kong and the Asia Pacific Industrial Engineering and Man-

agement Society. He is currently the vice president of the Chinese Society 

of Computer Simulation. In recognition of his academic achievements and 

his professional service, Lai was named one of the “Ten Most Influential 

Management Professors in China.”

Lai was an organizer of a successful charitable foundation serving the 

poor and disadvantaged children in China, the Caring for Children Founda-

tion. He has served as its deputy chairman since 1995. He was instrumental 

in raising $4 million for relief from the 2008 earthquake and continues to 

raise funds for the reconstruction of schools. e

Alumni Connections

alumni news 
Donald Hodgkiss 

(BS ‘49) of Naples, Fla., 

died November 12, 2008, 

at the age of 82. After 

graduating from MSU, 

Don began working for 

Hodgkiss & Douma, Inc., 

a paving and construc-

tion business in Petoskey, Mich., established by 

his father. He retired from there in 1986. Don 

is survived by his wife of 53 years, Nancy; son 

Dan (Helen) of Saratoga, Wyo.; daughter Laurie 

Egeland (John) of Grapevine, Tex.; and son 

Tom (Karen) of Madison, Wisc. Don and Nancy 

recently established an endowed chair in civil en-

gineering at MSU through a charitable bequest of 

retirement plan assets. Nancy (BS 52, education) 

is also an MSU graduate. A celebration of life is 

planned for this summer in Petoskey. Donations 

in Don’s memory may be sent to Habitat for 

Humanity or to a charity of your choice.

Roger Till (BS ’76, MS ’84) retired from the 

Michigan Department of Transportation in April 

2009. He was elevated to an MSU Chi Epsilon 

Student Chapter Honor Member in fall 2008. 

For the last 18 years he was supervisor of the 

Structural Section at MDOT’s Construction and 

Technology Division in Lansing and was a project 

manager for several research projects conducted 

by our structures faculty. Prior to that, Roger 

worked in MDOT’s Bridge Design Division.

Joseph Alberts (BS ’88, MS ’90) was 

elevated to an MSU Chi Epsilon Student Chapter 

Honor Member in spring 2009. He is a project 

consultant with NTH Consultants, Ltd. in Detroit 

and has 20 years of engineering experience with 

tunnels, underground construction, and earth 

retention systems.

cEE Professional advisory Board
Fritz J. Klingler, PE, NTH Consultants, Ltd. is 

the new chair of the CEE Professional Advisory 

Board. David Lakin, Spalding DeDecker and 

Associates, is the new vice chair. The board is 

a volunteer group that consists of business and 

engineering professionals representing alumni 

of the College of Engineering and friends. The 

spring board meeting was held May 14. New 

board members are Timothy McNamara, 

principal and senior vice president, Fishbeck, 

Thompson, Carr and Huber of Grand Rapids; 

Scott Stowitts, project manager, Walbridge, 

Detroit; and Steven J. Vandette, city engineer, 

Troy. e

2009 Joon S. Moon international alumni award

From left: William C. Taylor, professor emeritus, civil and environmental engineering, 
and Lai’s former adviser; Kin Keung Lai, 2009 Joon S. Moon Distinguished International 
Alumni Award recipient; and Claire Brender, director of international alumni relations.



James K. Wight (BS ’69, MS 

’70) received the CEE Distin-

guished Alumni Award at the 

annual College of Engineering 

Alumni Awards Banquet in May. 

Established in 2003, this award 

honors graduates of the depart-

ment who are national and 

community leaders and have 

made meaningful contributions 

to MSU.

Wright is well known both 

nationally and internationally 

for his work in earthquake resistant design of concrete structures. He has 

been involved with post-earthquake damage studies following earthquakes 

in Mexico City, Chile, Armenia, Egypt, California, Japan, and India. During 

1980-1981, he was involved in the construction and simulated earthquake 

testing of a full-scale reinforced concrete building while on sabbatical leave 

in Japan.

Wright received his BS and MS degrees from MSU in 1969 and 1970, 

respectively. After obtaining his PhD from the University of Illinois in 1973, he 

joined the faculty of the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 

at the University of Michigan. At U of M, Wight has received numerous 

awards for his teaching and service, including the American Society of Civil 

Engineers’ (ASCE) Student Chapter Teacher of the Year Award (nine times), 

the College of Engineering Distinguished Service Award and Teaching Excel-

lence Awards, the State of Michigan Award for Outstanding Teaching, and 

the Chi Epsilon Great Lakes District Excellence in Teaching Award.

He was a member of MSU’s CEE Professional Advisory Board from 

1996 to 2002, and participated in initial design discussions for the new Civil 

Infrastructure Laboratory. He has been an active member of the American 

Concrete Institute (ACI) since 1973, and was named a fellow in 1984. He is 

past-president of the ACI Greater Michigan Chapter and a former member 

of the ACI National Board of Directors. He has received several awards from 

the American Concrete Institute, including the Alfred E. Lindau Award (2008) 

for his outstanding technical contributions to the institute, and the Structural 

Research Award (2003 and 2009) for the best technical paper in the ACI Struc-

tural Journal. He was named a fellow of ASCE in 2006, received the University 

of Illinois Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering Distinguished 

Alumnus Award in February 2008, and was selected as a Corresponding 

Member of the Mexican Academy of Engineering in October 2008.

Wright resides in Ann Arbor, Mich., with his wife, Linda. There, he is 

involved in many activities outside the classroom and laboratory. He is a 15-

year member of the Downtown Ann Arbor Kiwanis Club where he serves as 

chair of the International Relations Committee and works once per month in 

the Kiwanis thrift store. He is a former member of the West Side Methodist 

Church Board of Directors and served one year as the chair of that board. 

He coached numerous soccer and basketball youth-league teams in Ann 

Arbor and served for four years as team manager for a travel soccer team 

associated with the Ann Arbor Soccer Organization. In the late ‘70s and 

early ‘80s, Wright was the organizer of a “toothpick bridge contest” for high 

school students in Washtenaw County. The bridges were tested as part of 

the Engineering Open House at the University of Michigan. James and Linda 

have three children—Danielle, Blair, and Evan, and their two sons are alumni 

of MSU’s James Madison College and mechanical engineering. e

Withrow Teaching Excellence award
Roger B. Wallace, associate professor, received 

the Withrow Teaching Excellence Award at the 

college’s annual awards luncheon in March. He 

is a second-time recipient of this award.

Wallace is an effective, enthusiastic, and car-

ing teacher. He communicates well, challenges 

students to think, provides effective constructive 

criticism, and is approachable and available 

outside of class. He led the development of the 

senior design class and has been lead instructor for the last few years. He 

also teaches classes in fluid mechanics and hydrology. Student comments 

include: “He cares that everyone understands the material.” “He does a 

good job of applying real-world scenarios to problems given in class.” “Dr. 

Wallace challenges his students to think instead of providing the answer, but 

he will help you find the solution.” “I also like that he knows our names.” 

“Of all the professors I have had at this university and Notre Dame, he is 

among one of the best … if not the best.”

William a. Bradley award
Richard Lyles, professor, was selected by 

students to receive the William A. Bradley 

Outstanding Faculty Member Award.  This is a 

department award.

Lyles is known for his Socratic teaching style 

that gets a high level of class participation. 

Students learn through debate, questioning as-

sumptions, and thinking outside the box. He led 

the development of the freshman Introduction 

to Civil Engineering class, which he has co-taught since its inception. e

Faculty and Staff Connections
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James Wight with his wife, Linda.

2009 distinguished alumni award
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Student Connections

2009 Fitch Beach awards
Monther Dwaikat was the first place recipi-

ent of the Fitch Beach Outstanding Graduate 

Research Award presented by the MSU College 

of Engineering Research and Graduate Studies 

Committee for outstanding research in a PhD 

program. Venkatesh Kodur is Dwaikat’s  adviser.

2009 academic awards
Outstanding Graduate Student Awards: 

Mahmoodul Haq, civil engineering (PhD). 

Rigoberto Burgueño is the faculty adviser.

Goli Nossoni, civil engineering (PhD). Scott 

Calabrese-Barton (chemical engineering) and 

Ron Harichandran are the faculty advisers.

Julian Taurozzi, environmental engineering 

(PhD). Volodymyr Tarabara is his faculty adviser. 

Chaopeng Shen, environmental engineering 

(PhD). Phanikumar Mantha is the faculty adviser.

Amanda Herzog, environmental engineering 

(MS). Syed Hashsham is her faculty adviser.

Abrar Siddiqui, Outstanding Service. Richard 

Lyles is his faculty adviser. 

Undergraduate Academic Achievement 

Awards, Civil Engineering: 

Lindsey Diggelmann, Brian Goldberg, Erik 

Ohlsson, Jason Provines, Kelly Roulier, and 

Gregory Siviy.

Nnaemeka Ezekwemba, service award. 

Laura Burke, Conrad ASCE Outstanding 

Student Award

Timothy Francisco, Conrad Chi Epsilon 

Outstanding Student Award 

Nnaemeka Ezekwemba, ASCE Lansing-

Jackson Branch Student of the Year Award 

Rebecca Hullman, Air and Waste Manage-

ment Association Student Award 

The CEE department has joined other departments in the College 
of Engineering in participating in Design Day, held at the end of each 
semester. It’s an opportunity for teams to present their projects from 
CE495, the CEE senior design course.

For both the fall 2008 and spring 2009 course, student teams had 
the same project. They were to develop preliminary designs for a new 
rail/bus transportation facility on the west side of MSU’s main campus. 
The facility will include a rail/bus station, access roads, parking, and 
storm water facilities, as well as either grey water or rainwater for onsite 
non-potable use. The station will be housed in the lower level of a new 
multistory building that will be located between Harrison Road and 
Farm Lane. One of the major design features is that the station platform 
must be at least 500 feet long and located so that passenger trains do 
not stop traffic on Harrison Road. The student team presentations at 
Design Day were directed to a nontechnical audience and were judged 
by the faculty and a panel of practicing engineers with experience in 
this type of design.

For the fall 2008 course, six student teams worked on this project. 
The winning team chose the name “The Flintstone Group.” Students on 
the team were Jeff Adams, Elibe Elibe, Justin Fudge, Brian Galietti, 
Angela Lierman, and Nathan Washburn. 

Seven student teams participated in the spring 2009 course. The 
winning team chose the name “Atlas Engineering, Inc.” Students 
on the team were Nnaemeka Ezekwemba, Tim Francisco, Ed 
Kantz, Michael Little, Steven Mikula, Brandon Onan, and Scott 
Rasmussen.

Each member of the winning teams received $100 and a plaque at 
the awards ceremony during Design Day. 

The sponsors of the CEE competition for both the fall and spring 
semesters were Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc. (FTC&H) 
and Barr Engineering Co. FTC&H is a professional civil engineering, 
environmental consulting, architectural/engineering, and construction 
management company with clients in Michigan and throughout 
the nation. Barr Engineering is a professional engineering company 
providing engineering, environmental, and information technology 
services to clients across the nation and around the world. The CEE 
faculty and students gratefully acknowledge the generous contributions 
of these companies. Special thanks to John LeFevre with FTC&H and 
Tim Greenleaf with Barr Engineering. 

In addition, 14 professionals served as evaluators for the projects. 
The department sincerely thanks them for their time and appreciates 
their help with these student projects. e

Senior design Projects

From left: Elibe Elibe, Jeff Adams, Brian Galiette, Angela Lierman, Justin Fudge, 
and Nathan Washburn were the winning team for the fall 2008 Design Day 
competition.

From left: Steven Mikula, Scott Rasmussen, Ed Kantz, Nnaemeka Ezekwemba, Tim 
Francisco, Michael Little, and Brandon Onan were the winners of the spring 2009 
Design Day completion. 
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diversity awards
Jessica Holberg, a CE sophomore, and 

Ronell Eisma, a CE master’s student, were 

presented with Outstanding Diversity Programs 

Awards at the Society of Women Engineers 

awards banquet in February. They won the award 

based on academic standing and service in 

programs. Holberg’s award was sponsored by BP, 

and Eisma’s award was given by the U.S. Postal 

Service. 

acEc of Michigan Scholarships
Kevin Barton and Valerie Ingle, CEE seniors, 

received scholarships from the American Council 

of Engineering Companies (ACEC) of Michigan. 

Barton received his BS degree in May and has 

accepted a staff engineer position with Soil and 

Materials Engineers in Plymouth, Mich. He spent 

four summers as an intern with the company, 

doing construction material testing and evalua-

tion in the lab and in the field. He is a member 

of ACEC and Chi Epsilon. Barton is from Livonia, 

Mich. He is the son of Jim and Gail Barton.

Ingle also graduated in May and is work-

ing at RS Engineering, LLC, in Lansing, Mich., 

where she had an internship. RS Engineering is 

a transportation engineering firm, performing 

much of its work for the Michigan Department 

of Transportation. During Ingle’s internship, she 

performed various calculations relating to grades, 

sight distance, and storm sewer design. She is a 

member of the MSU ASCE chapter, the concrete 

canoe team, and the Society of Women Engi-

neers. Ingle is from Mason, Mich. Her parents are 

Joel and Christine Ingle.

Brother austin Barry national chi Epsilon 
Scholarship

Senior Jason Provines was awarded the 
2009 Brother Austin Barry National Chi Epsilon 
Scholarship. The award is in recognition of 
Provines’s outstanding academic work, along 
with his significant, enthusiastic, and excellent 
involvement in extracurricular activities, 
particularly in Chi Epsilon. He is the past 
president of the MSU Chi Epsilon chapter. 
Provines graduated in May and will pursue 
a master’s program emphasizing structural 
engineering at Purdue University. 

Student Elected chair of aSMSU 
Kristy Currier, a civil engineering senior, 

was recently elected chairperson of ASMSU’s 
Academic Assembly for the 2009-2010 
school year. “I am super excited to be able 
to represent the students of Michigan State 
University and the assembly,” Currier says. She 
was a College of Engineering representative 
to the assembly until March, when she was 
elected to a newly created parliamentarian 
position. The Academic Assembly acts as the 
student voice on all issues academic, such 
as tuition, textbook costs, state and federal 
government appropriations and scheduling. 

2009 aWWa competition
“Managing and Protecting Michigan’s 

Groundwater Resources: New Data Sources, 
Enabling Technologies, and Realtime 
Decision Support,” by M. Oztan, H. Abbas, 
Y. Li, N. Zhou, H. Liao, R., Mandle, and S. 
Li, representing the American Water Works 
Association (AWWA) Michigan Section and 
presented by Mehmet Oztan, an MSU 
environmental engineering graduate student, 
won third place in June at the National AWWA 
“Fresh Idea” Poster Competition in San 
Diego. The poster won first place at the state 

competition earlier in February.

Steel Bridge competition
MSU’s steel bridge team finished first in 

Construction Economy, but fourth overall 
in the American Society of Civil Engineers 
regional competition, which was hosted by 
Lawrence Tech University April 2-5. Team 
members included Derek Ambs, Nick 
Basset, Matt Brush, Chris Ciesa, Brad 

Crandall, Josh Fink, Chris Fournier, Tim 
Francisco, Andrew Gronowski, Nathan 
Hanna, Bill Lansing, Stephan Maxe, 
Matt McCloskey, Mike Murray, Michelle 
O’Donoghue, Christine Pageau, John Paul, 
Thomas Speer, and Samantha Sprunger. 
Frank Hatfield, professor emeritus, is the lead 
adviser for the team.

 concrete canoe competition
MSU’s concrete canoe team finished 

4th overall in a field of eight teams in the 
American Society of Engineers regional 
competition, hosted by Lawrence Tech 
University April 2-5. The sprint and distance 
races were held at Kensington Park in the 
Brighton area. The MSU team named their 
canoe “Forever Green,” tying into this year’s 
theme of sustainability. The canoe was built 
from 100 percent recycled aggregates, which 
included some older canoes, most notably the 
2007 entry, named Phoenix. This year’s team 
included Wouter Brink, Laura Burke, Matt 
Chaperon, Rachel Chojnacki, Liz Cramer, 
Nnaemeka Ezekwemba, Melissa Howe, 
Valerie Ingle, Jon Libby, Steve Mikula, Ian 
Neerken, Jason Provines, Steve Remias, 
and Alex Savodski. Milind Khire, associate 
professor, is the adviser to the group. e
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celebrating 100 Years of Excellence
This is the centennial year for the Department of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering at MSU. In honor of the occasion, there will be a celebration din-

ner on Friday, October 30, 2009, at the Kellogg Center in East Lansing, Mich. 

Alumni and friends of the department are invited to attend. The cost is $30 per 

person. To register for the dinner, please contact Laura Taylor at 517-355-5107 

or taylorl@egr.msu.edu. e

Early civil engineering surveying class, 1880s.
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