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Application for Sponsorship of a Capstone Design Project

In the capstone design project, students use their technical expertise, communication skills, and teaming skills t learned in their engineering program, in conjunction with their creativity, to solve a real world problem.  This course is a crucial component in our goal to produce graduates that


Return to:
Professor Craig W. Somerton

2555 Engineering Building

Department of Mechanical Engineering

Michigan State University

East Lansing, MI 48824-1226

Office: (517) 353-6733
Cell: (517) 410-7954
Fax: (517) 353-1750

Email: somerton@egr.msu.edu

Website: www.egr.msu.edu/classes/me481

Department of Mechanical Engineering
Capstone Design Project Proposal

ME 481 Mechanical Engineering Design Projects
Project Sponsor (Company Name): 


Name of Professional Advisor: 


Project Title: 


Address: 


Phone/Fax/Email: 


PROJECT DESCRIPTION  (Please append additional sheets of text describing the project. Indicate if a confidentiality and/or intellectual property agreement will be required.)
IMPACT OF THIS PROJECT ON YOUR COMPANY  (Using approximately 70 words, describe how this project will positively influence your company through, for example, reduced costs, a new product, higher quality, faster production, a healthier workplace etc.)  This statement will be printed in the end-of-semester Design Day Brochure.

PROJECT CHECKLIST: Ideally, your project should …

· use significant creativity to solve a problem where there are many 

potential solutions
Yes
No

· require the design of a system, or subsystem rather than a single part
Yes
No

· require the use of conventional analytical and computational methods

rather than specialized equipment and/or software
Yes
No

· permit our students to display their results at the end-of-semester
Design Day, which is attended by the public
Yes 
No

· permit our students to visit to your facilities
Yes
No

PROFESSIONAL ADVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES
1.
Provide to the student team with the telephone numbers, fax numbers and e-mail addresses of the personnel relevant to the project who may need to be contacted.

2.
Provide students with a time each week when you are at your desk and can be contacted by telephone to discuss the project. Please promptly respond to student questions and requests.

3.
Host the student team and their Faculty Advisor at your facility on at least two occasions to discuss the design specification and the transformation from the conceptual design phase to the product design phase.

4.
Attend Design Day on Friday, April 30, 2010 at the MSU Student Union Building.

5.
Review the progress reports and provide feedback to the student team. Review and sign the synopsis submitted by the students for publication in the Design Day Brochure.  Your signature will certify that the synopsis does not contain any proprietary information.

6.
Please communicate directly with the course instructor (Professor Craig W. Somerton), if any challenges arise in working with the student team and Faculty Advisor.

7.
When appropriate, assist the student team in obtaining specialized materials or equipment needed for the project.






