THANKS TO THE

CHRYSLER FOUNDATion

Chrysler Foundation has made a generous grant allowing

teams of electrical and computer engineering students

to work on humanitarian projects that assist persons with disabilities.

This semester’s project was to design an automatic temperature-

regulation garment to keep the “core” temperature of a user within 

a specified range.  It is needed by some para- and quadriplegic 

persons whose temperature control mechanisms cannot do that,

allowing them to be comfortable in a far greater range of environments.

Previous semesters’ projects have included design of manufacturing

equipment for use by persons with disabilities, enhancements to the 

electronics used in the game of Beep Baseball, played by people with 

visual impairments, and development of an inexpensive but powerful 

device for control of household appliances and electronic devices, 

designed for activation by sipping and puffing on a straw, for users 

without the use of hand/foot muscles. Previously, students have 

developed other new hardware for Beep Baseball and also developed 

a portable audio-visual book reader based on an MP-3 player.

The students’ experiences prepare them for a life of engineering with

a new perspective on universal design, and an appreciation of the

personal satisfaction arising from working with enabling technology.

We thank the Chrysler Foundation for their generous support of these

teams and of the Design Day activities!
