Division of Engineering Research
The E-Funding News

Jan 6, 2012
Announcements:

 - Engineering Noontime Sessions will resume in January 17, 2012 with graduate student presentations for the Fitch-Beach awards.  3540 Eng. Bldg, 12-1. Pizza and Pop provided.
-Fellowships & Career Opportunities -Associate V.P. for Research and Graduate Studies Estelle McGroarty will discuss the importance of career awards and fellowships and how to get them; Thursday, Jan. 26, 3-4 p.m., International Center Spartan Room B

 -Check out your listing in the Faculty Expertise Database.  Changes can be made via the Update button.  http://www.egr.msu.edu/egr/research/resources/facultyexpertise.php
-If you’ve been away, archived E-Funding News are easily accessed at http://www.egr.msu.edu/research/administration/funding
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1. Army – Biometrics, request for information

Solicitation: W15QKN-12-X-D014

This Request for Information (RFI) is to solicit feedback from industry, academia, research laboratories, government agencies, and other stakeholders on high level System Engineering approaches and current, existing technologies (or with workable improvement migration plans) that can be used to meet Biometrics Enabling Capability (BEC) capabilities described in this RFI.  The government is open to alternative ideas, and if possible, desires to leverage what exists today, and projected through FY2015.

http://procnet.pica.army.mil/dbi/Download/GoGetSourcesSought.cfm?SolNum=W15QKN-12-X-D014
2.  CMMI Research and Innovation Conference - NSF

The Division of Civil, Mechanical, and Manufacturing Innovation (CMMI) of the National Science Foundation (NSF) is pleased to announce that the 2012 NSF CMMI Research and Innovation Conference will take place in Boston, MA from July 9-12, 2012. The theme of the conference is "Engineering Transformation through Partnerships". The goal of the conference is to highlight the innovative and transformative research presently funded in CMMI; to provide researchers the opportunity to network and form collaborations; and to learn about new and upcoming funding opportunities within CMMI, across NSF, and within partner agencies. This conference will be held along with the 2012 George E. Brown Network for Earthquake Engineering Simulation (NEES) Annual Meeting. http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2012/nsf12027/nsf12027.jsp?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click
3.  NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE DIRECTOR'S INNOVATION INITIATIVE PROGRAM FY2012 BROAD AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENT FOR FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH
SOL: NRO000-11-R-0608
DUE: 021712
The National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) is interested in receiving research and development proposals for the Director's Innovation Initiative (DII) Program focusing on the following area: Carrier Lifetimes and Dark Current in III-V Detector Materials. Proposals are sought from US domestic educational institutions, non-profit and not-for-profit organizations and private industry. Proposals may be considered from US based organizations and industry that are foreign owned or controlled as long as (1) access to proscribed information is not necessary to perform the resultant contract, and (2) foreign ownership or control does not present an unacceptable security threat. Awards shall take the form of contracts only. Before preparing a proposal, potential offerors should read the information provided in the BAA for details regarding the area of interest, proposal format, proposal submission, and proposal evaluation. It is expected that multiple awards will result from proposals received, at a maximum funding level of $400,000.00 with a 3 year period of performance. Proposals will not be returned after evaluation. Synopsis

4.  Workshop on Energy to the Tactical Edge – Air Force
SOL: RIAC-WS021312
DUE: 021412
A two-day workshop sponsored by the US Army Rapid Equipping Force and other US Government partners will be taking place at the Arizona State University Polytechnic campus in Mesa, AZ, February 13-14, 2012, and is open to all entities eligible to do business with the US Government. This workshop will create an opportunity for DoD to articulate to industry its operational and tactical Net Zero challenges at the tactical edge through the use of operational vignettes while providing an opportunity for industry to share with DoD its current and future capabilities as well as articulate the obstacles they perceive in getting solutions to DoD. The two-day workshop will bring together commercial, academic, US Government and other entities who are interested in issues for development and testing of solutions for the US Government partners related to green energy and sustainability for small FOBs. Specific objectives of the workshop are: Synopsis

5. Image Optimization for Small Focal Plane Arrays - Navy
SOL: ONRBAA12-005
DUE: 050112
While the Office of Naval Research (ONR) continues to develop larger format Focal Plane Arrays (FPAs) to provide wide area coverage (e.g., ever increasing swath width) for Electro-Optics Infrared (EO-IR) sensors, it has been recognized that this approach will lead to ever increasing FPA costs. A more cost effective approach (especially for smaller unmanned aerial system (UAS) platforms), could be defined by an investigation of how to achieve sensor performance using smaller, more affordable FPAs by optimizing the imagery from these systems to meet detection, tracking and identification requirements. This BAA seeks to develop techniques to optimize imagery from passive and active EO-IR imaging sensors based on smaller, less expensive FPAs. Some past and on-going ONR efforts include coded sensor processing, compressive sensing, and "Lucky Imaging" algorithms. There may also be techniques for adding processing to read out integrated circuits (ROICs) that will enable better utilization of smaller FPAs. Although this effort is not intended to cover the development of new EO-IR sensor hardware, including FPAs and ROICs, the impact of this investigation may lead to the proposal and implementation of new sensor hardware architectures. The overall intent of the BAA is the development of image enhancement techniques and methodologies that can be incorporated in processing of imagery from a variety of different small-format EO-IR sensor architectures. This approach can greatly improve the Navy's ability to achieve Information Dominance with a broader spectrum of lower-cost sensors.Synopsis

6. Supplements for Student to Participate in the FY 2012 Sandia National Labs NINE Summer Scholars Program
The National Science Foundation (NSF) has entered into a collaboration with the Sandia National Laboratories (SNL) to enable graduate students to spend the summer of 2012 working at the SNL National Institute for Nano-Engineering, NINE (http://www.sandia.gov/NINE/), under the mentorship of SNL researchers.. In order to facilitate this collaboration, relevant programs in the NSF Division of Civil, Mechanical, and Manufacturing Innovation (CMMI) plan to provide small supplements to existing awards. It is expected that approximately 10 supplements will be made in the range of $10,000 to $12,000. The awarded supplement is designed to provide funding for student salary during the program, fringe benefits, travel costs, and other supplies & materials needed for the research project.
7. Decadal and Regional Climate Prediction using Earth System Models (EaSM)- NSF
Solicitation: NSF 12-522
Due: May 11, 2012

The EaSM funding opportunity enables interagency cooperation on one of the most pressing problems of the millennium: climate change, how it is likely to affect our world, and how we can plan for its consequences. It allows the partner agencies -- National Science Foundation (NSF), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), and U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) -- to combine resources to identify and fund the most meritorious and highest-impact projects that support their respective missions, while eliminating duplication of effort and fostering collaboration between agencies and the investigators they support.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2012/nsf12522/nsf12522.htm?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Other Funding Opportunities:
This and earlier notices are archived at 

http://www.egr.msu.edu/research/administration/funding
Environmental RFPS posted by MSU (Tom Dietz): http://www.environment.msu.edu/news/funding.html
 -SBIR/STTR - info for many agencies: http://www.zyn.com/sbir/scomp.htm
-Grants.Gov – search individually by key word, agency, etc. http://www.grants.gov/applicants/find_grant_opportunities.jsp
-Army Research Office: http://www.aro.army.mil/research/index.htm
-Institutionally limited procedure for proposals for MSU –

http://resfacil.msu.edu/groups/ILP/wiki/087cd/Institutionally_Limited_Application_Procedure.html
-NIH - Bioimaging/Bioengineering opportunities – 

http://www.nibib.nih.gov/publicPage.cfm?pageID=1879
-Office of Naval Research: http://www.onr.navy.mil/02/business_opp.asp
-Michigan Biotechnology - www.michbio.org 

-For more Funding Opportunity information, Search Engines, etc. see the DER Funding web site: http://www.egr.msu.edu/egr/research/resources/fundingopps/index.php
