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The MI-LSAMP Summer Undergraduate Research Academy (SURA) is designed to provide a comprehensive 
research training and enrichment experience.  SURA consists of three components or phases that begins with 
an eight week summer portion and ends at the completion of the successive fall semester. 

Phase 1:  Introduction to Research (Friday’s each week during the 8-week summer program) 
In this phase of the program trainees experience a multidisciplinary introduction to the research enterprise.  In 
a course-like setting, taught by university faculty actively engaged in research, students are introduced to 
important aspects, activities and concepts that are common to all research programs—across all scientific 
disciplines, such as research integrity, literature review, experimental design, data collection and analysis, and 
the modes of scientific reporting (i.e., manuscript preparation and the peer-review journal publication 
process, oral and poster presentations).  Trainees will engage in hands-on activities that reinforce the 
materials presented by the faculty.  This phase of the program is also designed to foster a sense of community 
and collaboration, as trainees work in groups to complete in-class and out-of-class assignments. 
 
Phase 2:  Research-1 (weeks 1-8 of summer phase) 
In this phase of the program trainees engage in mentored hands-on research.  Based on the trainee’s 
academic program and area/topic or career interest, they are partnered with an MSU faculty research 
mentors to conduct a research project.  During this phase trainees spend between 30-40 hours per week on 
their projects.  Faculty mentors will work closely with their trainees to direct their continued growth and 
development in knowledge of research and proficiency.  Trainees will attend a weekly SURA seminar with 
invited speakers and to share their experiences with the SURA community.  At the conclusion of this phase 
students will have the opportunity to present their work at an MI-LSAMP approved research symposium. 
 
Phase 3:  Research-2 (fall semester following summer phase) 
Trainees continue their research experience when they return to their home university for the fall term.  As in 
Research-1, in this phase trainees are partnered with faculty mentors based on their academic program and 
research or career interest to a research project.  Trainee projects may either be a continuation of their 
summer project, a related project, or an entirely new project.  Trainees will be encouraged to collaborate with 
their mentor to develop a research proposal for funding by their home university’s undergraduate research 
program for continued research experience and training. 
 
Eligibility:  Students of sophomore status or above, who have successfully completed a minimum 12 credit 
hours (combined) in science or engineering courses. 
 
Stipend: Yes, $2,000 during the summer and an additional $1,000 if the student successfully completes Phase 
3 at their home institution. 
 
Location: Phases 1 and 2 will be an 8-week residential program at MSU, phase 3 will take place at the trainee’s 
home university. 


