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ABSTRACT 

 

This application note is intended to guide a novice web designer on how to use 

Adobe Dreamweaver to build a website without programming. For novices, it is 

impossible for them to learn all the languages of the web programming codes 

and well use them. Dreamweaver is multiscreen which can visualize the 

website design while editing it. It is best for new web designers to learn the 

web design while they are building it. It is a very friendly used program from 

Adobe. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 

Adobe® Dreamweaver® CS6 web design software provides an intuitive visual 

interface for making and editing HTML websites and mobile apps. Use new 

Fluid Grid Layout designed for cross-platform compatibility to create adaptive 

layouts. Review designs with the enhanced Multiscreen preview before 

publishing. 

 

Dreamweaver is a web design software for both professional web designer 

and novice. For professional web designers, they can program every line of 

the web codes like most of the web design software. However, novices can 

also design a beautiful website like they are editing a word document. It is very 

friendly web design software for new web designers. 

 

For this application note, there are two ways for novice to build a nice website: 

1.  Download the website template from the free web template website. 

2.  Build the website using "design view" on the Dreamweaver. 

 

Keywords 

 

Code view:  Code window for professional web designer to grogram the 

    website. 

Design view:  Website window for visualize the actual website and able to 

    edit text and images. 

Web template:  Finished website format without input text and images by  

    third party. 
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Properties:  Change the font, paragraph, styles, and link the web page. 

 

PROCEDURE 

 

1 Install Adobe Dreamweaver 

 

This section's main focus is to download and install the software while 

activating a account. Old days, the Adobe Dreamweaver is about 

hundreds of dollars. It is expensive for college students to purchase it only 

for one semester use. Now, on the Adobe website, there are three options 

to activate the software: One-year plan, Monthly plan, and free 30-day trail. 

It depends on how long the software we are planning to use. Basically we 

will choose 30-day trail. 

 

1.1 Download the Dreamweaver software from the Adobe website: 

http://www.adobe.com/products/dreamweaver.html which is free 

download. 

1.2 Install the software. When at the activate step, there are three 

options to activate. Choose "Free 30-day Trail". Then sign up an 

account. 

1.3 Also, we can sign up an free trail account from the website. 

 

2 How Dreamweaver Works 

 

This section will briefly describe the basic functions of the Dreamweaver, 

including some useful tools for building a website. 

 

2.1 Here is the main window for the Dreamweaver (Figure 1). As it shows, 

there are two separate windows. The First one on the left is "Code 

View" which is for professional web designer to program the code of 

website. On the right side, there is "Design View". It is "What you see 

is what you get". The advantage of the "Design View" is we can edit 

the actual web page by click each part for making changes directly on 

the page. It is unnecessary to write the code for building a website.  
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For example, if we click the "HOME" navigation bar on the web page 

(shown below on the "Design View"), the code of the bar is 

highlighted (shown below on the "Code view"). It is really friendly to 

edit web page without go through the whole code. 

 

Figure 1 

 

2.2 Below the two main windows, there is the "Properties" section (Figure 

2). It is a very useful tool. It is used for editing the appearance of the 

website.  

 

For "HTML" part, it is used for changing the format of the web page, 

linking to other websites or documents. It is easy to link the text or 

images by click the image or highlight the text. Type the website 

address or select the right image and document from the right file 

folder.  

 

For "CSS" part, it is used for editing the content part such as font, 

size, color, and paragraph. Even we don't know the language for 

them, we can still edit the content. It is same as the Microsoft Office 

Word, very easy to use them. 
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Figure 2 

 

 To change the size of the images, drag the edge of the image will 

 change it. Also, we can click on the image, the "Properties" section will 

 automatically change (Figure 3). By typing the width and height will 

 also make the change of the images. 

 

 

Figure 3 

 

  Over all, for new web designer, the Dreamweaver is more like the word 

  document design. Design the website line by line, typing the main  

  content, inserting the images and tables. 

 

3 Use Free website Template 

 

This section is briefly talked about how to use the existing website 

template to build our own website. It is the fastest and easiest way to make 

a nice website. 

 

3.1 First, download the free website template from any third party 

website such as http://www.freewebsitetemplates.com/. Use 

Dreamweaver to open it (Figure 4). Before we editing this template, 

we need to have the website log, header, footer, and other necessary 

images. 

 



7 

By right click the "BREAD FACTORY" header, we choose "Edit Tag 

 <img>", we can change the image to what we want. Same steps 

for all the images on the website.  

 

For changing the navigation bar, we double click on the text. They will 

be highlighted and changeable. Just typing the name, it will be 

changed. 

 

 

Figure 4 

 

3.2 For content (Figure 5), wipe out the original text, and type in the new 

content like we writing a paper. It is simple and friendly to edit the font 

and paragraph by using the properties on the bottom. If we want to 

add a image in the middle of the paragraph, by clicking "Insert -> 

Image" on the menu bar, choose the right image and adjust the size, 

it will fit in the content nicely. there is no code we need to worry about. 

Any changes on the web page is visualized immediately. 

 



8 

 
Figure 5 

Here are all the basic steps for editing the website template. It is simple and 

easy. Also, It is useful to see the changes of the website while editing it. Even 

though we have no knowledge of the HTML language, we are still able to build 

a nice website. 

 

4 Build Own Website 

 

This section is intended to guide a novice web designer to build a simple 

clean website in several steps.  

 

4.1 Before we start to build the website, we need to design the header 

image, foot image and several images navigation bars. There are 

many ways to create them. Use Photoshop or Windows Paint, or 

download them from the third party on Internet. For the header and 

footer images, the width should be same or close to the template's 

width. Also, the navigation menu should be individual image for each 

button. It will be easier and faster to link their own web pages. 

 

Create a new blank template (Figure 6). There are many blank 

templates in the software with different number of columns. Usually 

choose "3 column liquid" is the standard template. 



9 

 

Figure 6 

 

4.2 Now, it is time to build the website. The principle of build a website is 

from the top to the bottom. The header should be always on the top 

of the web page. Insert the header image. The image will always 

appear at the cursor's location (Figure 7). Press "Shift + Enter" to go 

to next line. 

 

 

Figure 7 
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4.3 For second line, put all the navigation menu images in same line 

(Figure 8). It will automatically scrape together, and it will look like 

one nice navigation bar. 

 

 

Figure 8 

 

4.4 Move curser to the bottom of the web page, make sure leave some 

blank space for future content adding. Insert the footer image (Figure 

9). Save it for multiple copies for each navigation menu. Then click on 

each of them. Link them by each other. The simple and clean website 

template is finished. 

 

 

Figure 9 
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4.5 Now, it is time to add the content. Adding content is extremely easy. It 

is same as basic Microsoft Word features. It is also available to 

change the front, color, size, and paragraph. Also, we can put some 

tables and charts in the content. Adding the document link also works 

(Figure 10).  

 

 

Figure 10 

 

Now, We are finish the whole website design. Save it, and we can preview it. 

For just those several steps, we have successfully built a nice website. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Adobe Dreamweaver is a very friendly website editor for different kinds of web 

designers. Whether you are a novice or you have been programming for many 

years. It is fit for every level of the web designer. What you see is what you get. 

Also the code/design view is extremely good feature for editing the web page. 

It is also support third party template which will have thousands of free 

templates to use. Adobe Dreamweaver is a very successful web design 

software. For these several years development, it becomes very powerful and 

friendly software. For more information about how to use Dreamweaver, 

Google search will help you. 

 

 


